William "Will" L. Indest
June 2, 1963 - August 11, 2020

William “Will” Logan Indest, 57, of Columbus, OH, passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday,
August 11, 2020 at his residence. He was born June 2, 1963 in New Orleans, LA to the
late Stanley and Barbara (Williams) Indest. Will was a 1985 graduate of his beloved
University of Notre Dame. He continued his education in 1999, receiving his Master’s
degree in Management of Technology from the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. For all of Will’s education and business accomplishments, the center of his
life was always family. He was a devoted husband to his wife of 26 years, Melissa “Lisa”
(Spitzer) Indest and proud father to his children, Logan Joseph and Barbara “Bobbi” Jean
who will miss him dearly. Will enjoyed swimming, watching football, family events,
traveling, and most recently acquired a love of cooking. Whenever Will set out to do
something, he did it 100%. This is evidenced by the hundreds of recipes he has collected
in only a few short years. He is best known for his “Firecracker Apple Pie”. Will also
traveled nationally to officiate swim meets and was an ardent supporter of USA
Paralympic Swimming. So much so that they have already created an award in his
memory entitled, “The Will Indest Memorial Most Inspiring Award”. Will was also a proud
member of the Worthington Christian Church.
In addition to his parents, Will was preceded in death by his brothers, Christopher, and
Matthew James. In addition to his wife and children, he will be deeply missed by his
brothers Michael (Christie) Indest, Stanley (Judy) Indest and Joseph (Francine) Indest.
Will lost his parents at a very young age and was blessed to have a second family who so
lovingly took him in. His second mother, Audrey Cerise and his Cerise brothers and sisters
Charlie, Cissy, Helene, Fred, John and Mary will also be deeply impacted by Will’s death.
Will is also survived by his many in-laws, nieces and nephews, and his loving dogs, Buddy
and Baker.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, August 20 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm and Friday, August
21 from 10:00am to 12:00pm at Schoedinger Worthington Chapel, 6699 High Street,
Worthington, OH. The family will have a private service with burial at Resurrection
Cemetery, 9571 N High Street, Lewis Center, OH. Masks are required and attendance

levels will be monitored as to the number of people allowed in the room due to social
distancing guidelines and Covid 19. In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate
donations be sent to support USA Paralympic Swimming. To direct a gift to Paralympic
Swimming, please visit https://support.teamusa.org/IMO and select Paralympics as the
designation. Please visit www.Schoedinger.com to leave messages of condolence to Will’s
family and to view a webcast of the service on Friday at 1pm.
This webcast will take place on Friday, August 21, 2020 at 12:45 PM.
Watch webcast for William “Will” Indest:
https://webcasts.lifetributes.com/1084880
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Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 18, 2020 at 04:39 PM

“
“

Margene Spitzer and Juli Spitzer Critser send our condolences.
Jul I critser - August 21, 2020 at 12:55 PM

It is with great unexpected sadness to sad goodbye to Will, our sweet, funny, charming
cousin. I remember growing up with Will here in New Orleans and he always had a smile
on his face! Every memory I have of Will (which of course were the early years in New
Orleans) were happy, fun, mischievous memories as well as the memories of your glory
days of diving for Holy Cross High School. Only God knows why he took you so early when
your life was just beginning to move into the second half but for the rest of us, it seems
completely "out of order"! Reading your obit tells me you had a wonderful life (although
your roots in New Orleans were full of love for you). I'm thrilled you were given the chance
to live your life to the fullest. I know you're up there with your brothers, Uncle Stanley, Aunt
Barbara and the rest of the family that has gone enjoying eternal happiness we all work for
that one day. Keep your beautiful wife and children close at heart, they'll need your strength
and guidance! Until we're all together again, we will love and miss you! Donna Jean Haag
Ezell (2nd cousin to Will on Indest side of family).
DONNA H EZELL - August 21, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

Thank you Donna for the memory note. My heart is still breaking, but hearing wonderful
memories has helped me through this process.
Lisa Indest - August 23, 2020 at 09:40 AM

“

Lisa, Logan, and Bobbi, So saddened by Will’s passing, he left us way to early. He
was truly one of a kind and such a genuine, personable individual. I know he will
continue to live on through his children. Ellen Williams Manieri

Ellen Manieri - September 15, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

To Will's family - I'm sorry to just be learning of Will's passing, and you have my
deepest sympathies. I'll miss the ND trips he arranged and the laughs we had on
them. Will was a big help to me professionally, and I'm honored to have been his
friend. Blessings to you all. - Mark Shary

Mark Shary - August 24, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

Uncle Will,
Forever grateful for helping me get to Europe the first time and for sparking my
interest in electronics.
m

Mike Indest - August 24, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

Lisa and family,
Our deepest condolences to all of you. You remain in our thoughts.
Dan and Rhonda Florence

Rhonda Florence - August 21, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

As a former General Chair of Ohio Swimming, I am truly saddened for Will's family as
well as the swimming community. I had the pleasure of working with Will at a number
of meets meets, including his probable favorite meet, the Disability Open in
Cincinnati. Will was a consummate professional on deck, and a great supporter of
swimming, nationally, as well as in Ohio. I especially enjoyed standing alongside him
when we were paired as Starter and Referee. At those times, we got to share
political views, cooking tips, and tremendous laughter. I will always remember his
ever present and contagious smile. as we say in Ireland, "May He Be In God's
Heaven!"

John Reynolds - August 21, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

Thank you John. He so loved that meet.
Lisa Indest - August 23, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

Love you, Sweet William. Hope I told you often enough.

Judy Indest (sister-in-law) - August 20, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

As the former Chair of the USA SWIMMING Central Commission, I knew Will from
his very first days on deck. He was dedicated to the sport from the beginning, but
more so was considerate of his fellow officials and caring and dedicated to the
swimmers. I ALWAYS looked forward to being on deck with him. I truly do and will
miss him, a good man gone too soon.

Rick Bunner - August 20, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

August 20, 2020 at 09:33 AM

“

Will is awesome in so many ways. He oozed the fruit of the spirit and was a blessing
to us and undoubtedly everyone whose life he touched. He was an inspiration and
always helping others. Most importantly he is in Heaven as he loved Jesus and had a
personal relationship with Him. Will we love you and will always remember what a
good friend and father and husband and person you have been. Mel and Pat

melanie and pat leneghan - August 20, 2020 at 09:32 AM

“

Thank you so much Mel. He loved spending time with you, Pat and your girls. Those fun
vacations at HH together were some of our fondest family memories.
Lisa Indest - August 23, 2020 at 09:45 AM

“

Paul Myers lit a candle in memory of William "Will" L. Indest

Paul Myers - August 19, 2020 at 12:37 PM

“
“

The flame that Will lit in others lives will always live on!
Paul Myers - August 19, 2020 at 12:38 PM

Thank you Paul. Lee shared pics from our fun Lake Cumberland vacation that Will loved
and I used them in his tribute video.
Lisa Indest - August 23, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

I was greatly saddened to hear of Will’s passing. Will and I worked closely together
for over five years at TechColumbus, where Will spearheaded our startup investment
and coaching efforts for new tech companies. He was a tireless and enthusiastic
friend, co-worker and mentor to many. He was instrumental in making the Columbus
region the success story it is today. Lisa, if there is anything I can to assist you in this
difficult time, please call on me.

Ted Ford - August 19, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

August 19, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

It is sad to learn of your passing Will. I am so grateful for your mentorship during my
internship where you taught me the value of attention to detail and accountability.
You role-modeled your strong work ethic, high standards, introduced me to your
professional network, and helped me get my first job. I admired your sense of humor
during challenging times. You have played a big role in much of what I have
accomplished over the years and you will continue to do so in what I might
accomplish in the future. In reading your obituary, it is clear that I am not alone in
your life shining on through others. My condolences and love to Lisa and your family.
-Jason Fisher

Jason Fisher - August 18, 2020 at 10:57 PM

“

So very sorry to hear about Will. We always enjoyed saying hello to a great neighbor
and seeing the Notre Dame flag out during football season. Peace be with you.
Your former neighbors at 7714 Ron and Mary Ann Koncal

mary ann koncal - August 18, 2020 at 09:07 PM

“

Very sad news. Lisa & family...I'm so sorry for your loss, I wish there were words to
make it better.
Will touched so many lives over the years and I wonder if he knew how much he
changed them. In a way, Will made me the woman I am today by getting me starting
in economic development. When he was leaving the state to run Tech Columbus he
persuaded me to apply for his job and I became the new Will in the Third Frontier.
For all the years I was there he graciously gave his time to help me first transition
from entrepreneur to government...not an easy task...and then to maximize all the
experience I gained. I truly would not be doing what I am today if I had not known
him.
He will be missed.

Lisa Delp - August 18, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

What I remember most about Will as a child at our visits to New Orleans and family
beach vacations in Florida was what a very happy kid he was (9 years younger than
me). The other thing that struck me was his very close bond with his mother, our
Aunt Barbara.
As an adult he remained that constantly very happy person. It was then I realized
what an extremely smart person he was also and a very sharp business man to boot.
His family took time out of their vacation in 2013 to visit us in Oceanside. We had a
great visit. Will and I were both ancestry buffs so we shared a lot of info that day.
Maybe what struck me most that day though was what a beautiful family he and Lisa
had made. Logan and Bobbi are so kind and smart. They were patient as we adults
talked about older family memories.
Will was always up for the family reunions. We last saw him at the Williams Family
Reunion in 2014. There was only one you Will and no one comes close. You will be
sorely missed.

Robert J Schmalz - August 18, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

Thank you for sharing this memory and this picture. Will was all about family and he truly
enjoyed catching up with you and visiting your beautiful home on our CA vacation.
Lisa Indest - August 23, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

Lisa, I'm so sorry to hear about Will. You and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers.
Julie Crist / BT Office Products

Julie Crist - August 18, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

Schmalz Cousins (Dick, Bill, Beth, Rob, Barb, Jim) purchased the Magnificent Life
Spray for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

Schmalz Cousins (Dick, Bill, Beth, Rob, Barb, Jim) - August 18, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

I worked with Will at the Ohio Department of Development when we were first putting
together the Ohio Third Frontier under Norm Chagnon's and the Taft Administration's
leadership. Will headed up the creation of the Ohio Venture Capital Authority. He was
a hoot to work with. Always ready with a good joke or funny story or life lesson from
his own very storied past.
My favorite Will story and experience with Will is the U of Tennessee / Notre Dame
game of November, 2005. Being a UT graduate myself and given the jabs we'd trade
in the office over football, he decided to make it a pot luck office event and he invited
a lot of us over for that Saturday afternoon's game. Very late the night before, I snuck
over to Will's and stole his ND flag from outside his house and replaced it with a UT
flag. When I showed up the next day not only was the UT flag still flying but Will was
nearly bent over laughing when he came out the front door and saw me. I really got
him good that time and we both laughed about that for years.

Anthony Howard - August 18, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

Lisa, I hold Will in a special place in my heart as he was one of my "double" cousins.
Barbara was my Dad's sister and Stanley was my Mom's brother. It was so good to
see him at the last family reunion. His dedication to his family, both immediate and
extended was very evident through all these years Our love and condolences to you,
Logan and Bobbi.
Sue (Williams) and David Sabrio

Susan Williams Sabrio - August 18, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

Thinking of your family and all of the lives that Will has touched!

Todd Hurley - August 17, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

Will was just coming into his own with swimming officiating and administration. He
definitely had a passion to help the sport, and specifically, the athletes. He will be
missed but his work will continue on.
Condolences to the family on Will's passing.
Pat Lunsford - friend

Patrick Lunsford - August 17, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

Our condolences from the GCSTO family go out to the Indest family. I got to really
know Will only over the course of the last 4-5 years and am so thankful for the
opportunity. I knew "of" Will prior to that time but really began to witness Will for who
he was in these last few years. The calm, understanding and caring nature of his
soul simply was amazing. Always, always, always so very willing to help. He was an
example for all to follow. In our time of need of a qualified leader for our meets as a
meet referee Will, never a member of GCSTO, stepped forward with a smile, without
hesitation and with incredible dependability. I'm so thankful, as are so many of us
here at GCSTO, for the time that we did have here with him. Rest well my friend.

Steve Nye - August 17, 2020 at 08:53 AM

“
“
“

Lisa and family, so sorry to hear about Will. You are all in our prayers. Jim & Debbie Wirth
Jim Wirth - August 17, 2020 at 10:42 AM

Thank you Jim
Lisa Indest - August 17, 2020 at 09:09 PM

Steve, Will had such a passion for the sport of swimming and truly enjoyed helping manage
meets to support the swimmers. He always came home full of stories after the sessions. He
loved it.
Lisa Indest - August 17, 2020 at 09:13 PM

“

I have fond memories of talking with Will at water polo destinations and swim meets. Loved
talking to him about sports and our families. Will was one of the kindest people I knew. God
Bless Lisa and family.
David M Weirick - August 20, 2020 at 07:50 PM

“

Will is one of the most, if not the most, genuine person I ever met in my life. It has
been many years since I last saw him but he is a memory I will not lose because of
the person he was. Lisa, I wish you peace in this very painful and difficult time.
Tom Cruse

Tom Cruse - August 16, 2020 at 07:12 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

August 16, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

Will and I worked together on the Holy Cross yearbook. He was editor of the '81 book
and I was editor of '82. He was a great role model and leader of the yearbook team
and a fine HC man. I regret having lost contact with him after he graduated and went
to college. This news hits hard, as I always admired and looked up to him as
representative of how a leader should conduct himself. My sincerest condolences are
extended to his family. RIP, my HC brother. Sincerely, Glenn C. Dubroc, Jr. '82

Glenn Dubroc - August 16, 2020 at 10:13 AM

“

Growing up, William & his family were close friends with my family. He & I went to
St.Matthew the Apostle School in River Ridge , Louisina together. Any time we were
in contact with each other through Facebook, we always laughed about his chasing
me at recess in first grade & me falling down getting a black eye!! Or his locking my
ponytail between 2 desks so I couldn't stand up! He was a handful!!! But I remember
him the most for his LOVE of swimming. He was very tenacious.
I am so sorry for his passing. He had a lot yet to accomplish! I will keep ALL of his
family in my prayers. May you find comfort in the memories you've shared!!

Laurie Matulich - August 15, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

I met Will in Cooking Class. We learned and cooked together for 30 weeks, all of
them made better by Will's energy and enthusiasm. He gave my husband and I the
opportunity to meet his wife when we shared a trip to see a Broadway play. His great
love for Lisa shone through and made him more endearing. I will miss you Will and
will think of you every time I am cooking our favorite recipes. God speed my friend.

Jody Croley Jones - August 15, 2020 at 02:28 PM

“

“

Thank you Jody for the kind memory note and the I love this picture.
Lisa Indest - August 16, 2020 at 10:33 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

August 15, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

Condolences on William's passing. He was friend to anyone who met him. I am glad
to have known him and had opportunities to spend time with him. All the best to him
on his journey. I will keep him in my prayers.

Sergio Gutierrez - August 15, 2020 at 11:23 AM

“

Lisa, Logan and Bobbi: I am so sorry for your loss. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers
are with you. Will was a wonderful man. And I know you will miss him so much. Love
you.

kathleen M mcreynolds - August 14, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sandy Drake - August 14, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

“

Will at our Open Water Nationals in Miami last year. He loved it.
Sandy Drake - August 14, 2020 at 07:23 PM

Will was a great friend to all of us who attended St. Matthew the Apostle school and
church in River Ridge, Louisiana. Many great swim and diving meets at Paradise
Manor. RIP Will. You will be missed. Love the Ridge Crew.
Pat Aucoin Gretna Louisiana.

Pat Aucoin - August 14, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

I was blessed to meet Will through a fellowship to which we both belonged. I was
immediately drawn to Will from across the room by his warm, engaging smile and his
Notre Dame sweatshirt. We shared many fond memories of Our Lady by the Lake,
as I had also attended school there. I will miss him greatly. Will was a wonderful man,
and though I only knew him for a short time, he’ll always hold a special place in my
heart. Taken from us far too soon I look forward to that spiritual reunion with him in
Heaven someday. Farewell my friend and fellow Gold Domer. You will be greatly
missed for now, but please save us a special seat in your presence at that wonderful
Heavenly home that you now occupy. Rest In Peace, and may eternal light shine
upon you forever.
Sincerely, Grant Knapp

Mathew ‘Grant’ Knapp - August 14, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

“

Thank you Grant, I enjoyed reading your memory. Lisa Indest
Lisa Indest - August 14, 2020 at 08:38 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of William "Will" L. Indest.

August 14, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

I will miss my friend. He made a better person.

Susan Mechler - August 14, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

Great picture!
Lisa Indest - August 14, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Allen Wone - August 14, 2020 at 03:46 PM

“
“

Will's last National Meet - TYR ProSeries DesMoines, IA March 2020
Allen - August 14, 2020 at 03:47 PM

I got to know Will thru TechColumbus... he was always there for support and great advice...
Patrick Murphy - August 14, 2020 at 07:16 PM

