William J. "Bill" Ritter
October 7, 1947 - January 11, 2021

SGM William J. "Bill" Ritter, U.S. Army (Retired) passed away surrounded by his family on
January 11, 2021. Bill was born in Jonesboro, AR to the late John Joseph and Mary Lee
Ritter. He proudly served his country in the US Army for over 30 years. Following his
retirement, Bill was employed by Battelle Memorial Institute with 20 years of service
before retiring again. Bill's favorite occupation was that of Husband, Father, Grandfather
and Great-Grandfather. He was a hardworking, honest family man who would give others
the shirt off his back. He enjoyed travelling and researching family genealogy in his spare
time. In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by his brother John Gary. Bill is
survived by his wife of nearly 48 years, Else; daughter Heidi (Ron) Young; stepchildren Pia
(Pulli) and Henrik Nielsen; grandchildren Jonathan (Tanya) and Nicholas Young, Jimmi,
Cindy, Kristoffer, and Mathilde; 6 great-grandchildren; siblings Sandra (David), Kathy
(Bob), Patty (Joe) and Donna (Dave). Bill's family will receive friends 5-7 PM Friday,
January 15 at Schoedinger Grove City 3920 Broadway. Interment at a later date with Full
Military Honors at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, St. Louis, MO. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society http://www.donate3.cancer.or
g or the American Heart Association http://www.2.heart.org Visit http://www.schoedinger.c
om to share a favorite memory of Bill.

Events
JAN
15

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Grove City
3920 Broadway, Grove City, OH, US, 43123

JAN
26

Committal Ceremony

01:00PM

Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery
2900 Sheridan Road, Saint Louis, MO, US, 63125

Comments

“

Bill and I knew each from our careers in the Army Veterinary Service. We met met
early in the Mid '70s in Germany serving in the 64th Med Det (VS). We and our wives
became friends there. Bill and I would meet over the years at various conferences
and share information on family events and work issues. In 1990 were were both in
Germany as Master Sergeants; he serving in the 64th and I in Vet Det Europe in
Giessen. That year, we were both selected for Sergeant Major. Bill was one of the
smartest Noncommission Officers I had the pleasure of knowing, and I attribute much
of my success from knowledge I attained from him.

James A Greska SGM (Ret) US ARMY - January 27 at 11:55 AM

“

God Bless and a Heartfelt Thank YOU for your 30+ years of service, Retired in The
United States Army. And Semper Fi. SGM.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - January 22 at 05:02 PM

“

I must say, when I first met Bill I was rather intimidated. But after I got to know him,
like so many others, I grew to love him. Bill was an honest, hardworking family man
who was beloved by many. Bill absolutely adored/loved his wife, kids, grandkids and
great grandkids. So many of us here at Battelle have a great Bill story. Bill will be
sorely missed!

Lisa McVay - January 15 at 09:45 AM

“

You are one of the few people I have met in my life that I respected and enjoyed
being around. I miss our long talks and all the laughs we shared at work. You are one
of a kind and will be missed deeply. I hope you enjoy your heavenly journey and will
see you again someday.
With much love and sadness,
Kelly Parker.

Kelly Parker - January 14 at 07:44 PM

“

Bill was a great man and an amazing boss. I worked for him at Battelle. He was a
very compassionate and understanding person. He genuinely cared and would help
you in anyway he could. When my father was passing away in 2009 he found a way
to get me paid leave so that I could be by my dad's side when he passed. I will never
forget that. He will be missed by many.

Brad Brooks - January 14 at 11:48 AM

