William Musser
November 16, 1927 - November 24, 2020

William Musser (Bill), of Columbus, passed away peacefully on November 24, 2020.
He was born on November 16, 1927 to the late John and Mary (Brady) Musser. He
attended Macomber Vocational Technical High School in Toledo where he learned
electricity and also was a cheerleader. After High School, he entered the Army where he
served after World War II from 1946 to 1947, spending a year in Japan.
He met the love of his life, Joan, at the Eddie Hanf Dance Studio in Toledo. After 3 years
of dating, they married in 1952. They enjoyed dancing, going to Cedar Point and spending
time at the cottage at Bird Lake near Hillsdale MI. He is survived by his wife of 68 years,
Joan, daughters, Karen Dawes (Ray) and Betty Cox (David), Grandchildren, Renee
Matney (Greg) and Lauren and Joel Saltzman along with great grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.
He began his career with Ohio Bell Telephone during high school as a Central Office
Repairman in Toledo. He moved to Columbus in 1963 as a Project Engineer. He retired in
1986 from Ameritech with 42 years of service. After retirement, he and Joan wintered in
FL.
Bill discovered his life passion of bicycling in the early 70's and continued riding until he
stopped around age 87. He rode numerous TOSRV rides, Fall Challenges, commuted to
work, long distance touring rides such as from OH to FL and back, many rides with his
friends in the "Veterans" bicycle group. He amassed over 400,000 lifetime miles.
Bill enjoyed "all foods" along with a cold beer or glass of wine. He had a sweet tooth and
always asked "what's for dessert?" He had a dry sense of humor that brings a smile to
many. He loved to read books and the daily newspaper. He also took numerous pictures
of family and friends throughout the years, leaving many treasured photo albums.
Although he had a long wonderful life, he will be greatly missed by his family and many

friends.
A celebration of life will be held in 2021 when it will be safer for everyone to be together.
Special thanks to Westerville Senior Living team members and to all of the kind Doctors
and Nurses at St Ann's Hospital who cared for him recently.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 27, 2020 at 09:47 AM

“

Will miss my cycling mentor. Rode with him for many years.
Jerry Dare
Jerry Dare - November 27, 2020 at 01:13 PM

“
“
“
“
“

betty cox - November 27, 2020 at 01:16 PM

I was his favorite youngest daughter as he would always say!!!
betty cox - November 27, 2020 at 01:20 PM

Such a wonderful video, so many great memories. We will miss him.
Bill and Carolyn Ferraro - November 27, 2020 at 05:39 PM

What Beautiful Memories, he was such a sweet man.
Janet Toncler - November 28, 2020 at 10:25 AM

So sorry to learn of Bill's death. So many memories when we were neighbors. The years
went by so quickly.
Mary and Walter Beham - January 30 at 09:02 PM

“

Joan, Karen, Betty, and Family,
We are so sorry to learn of Bill's passing. He was a wonderful neighbor and friend to
all of us. We were always amazed at his bike riding adventures. Please know you are
in our thoughts and prayers.
On behalf of Mom, Dad, and sister Linda,
Walt and Linda Beham

Walt Beham - January 30 at 04:03 PM

“

Aunt Joan, Karen, Betty and Family,
My memories of Uncle Bill, all the pictures he would take and how he stayed so fit
and loved his sweets. When Bob and I had a cookout to celebrate our wedding 22
years ago, Uncle Bill rode his bike to our house in Perrysburg. I get tired just thinking
about that. What a unique guy. We are all lucky to have known him.
Love, Debbie and Bob Perkins

Debra J Perkins - December 06, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Benita Dawes lit a candle in memory of William Musser

Benita Dawes - November 27, 2020 at 07:20 PM

“

Dear Joan and family—
Our condolences to the entire Musser family on the passing of Bill, a first class
gentlemen and a true friend. We first met when we both worked for OBT in Toledo
back in the late 1950’s and am pleased to say this deep friendship continued over all
these years.
Memories—discovering that the Mussers lived just a few blocks from the house we
just bought as Agnes and I prepared to move to Columbus in 1964, the regular
dinners we had together, our children becoming friends with each other, then came
the bicycle era when Bill and I did some serious riding. On a 96 degree 4th of July we
cycled from Columbus to Toledo in one day.
Bill was a dedicated,motivated rider who was really skilled at leading bike rides for
the AYH. He was punctual—-well remembered for his “5 minutes” announcement
that his ride was leaving and you WILL be left behind if you’re not ready. Perhaps I’m
guilty—I introduced Bill to bicycling!
Then there were the other great memories—the Friday evening dinners out with the
Merkles, Reeds, Carrolls, etc. When we became empty nesters we enjoyed
Christmas dinners together and this seemed to cement our long friendship. The
TOSRV rides to Portsmouth when Bill would leave all of us in dust, even after a 100
mile ride, further fill the bank of memories.
I’ll savor these recollections of a truly fine friend but I recognize that the memories
you have of Bill are the ones that really count. Hold on to those!
Nancy shares in sending these condolences, and we both wish the best to you,
Joan, and to your family as you work your way through the days ahead. You are in
our prayers.
Frank Semetko, and Nancy

Frank Semetko, Toledo OH - November 27, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

Thanks for sharing more great memories.
Karen - November 27, 2020 at 04:27 PM

“

Samantha Battles lit a candle in memory of William Musser

Samantha Battles - November 27, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

Lori Pensis lit a candle in memory of William Musser

Lori Pensis - November 27, 2020 at 10:15 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of William Musser

Robert Rumberg - November 24, 2020 at 02:36 PM

