William B Merryman
May 31, 1923 - December 27, 2020

William Barton Merryman, MD (Bill), son, brother, spouse, father, father-in-law,
grandfather, great grandfather, and to many in the community, OB GYN, passed
peacefully on Dec. 27, 2020 at the age of 97.
"Bart," the family name for Bill, is remembered for his love of camping trips, annual fall
visits to Lake Hope State Park, skiing in Canada and Vail, Colorado (into his 80s), lobster
boils and fish fries and Friday night dance sessions at home to Guy Lombardo and other
great Big Band artists. He was a fan of Gloria's cooking and his children and grandchildren
remember him for numerous sayings including "Gloria, you've done it again - 5 stars!"
which became a goal for all of his family to achieve. He enjoyed music - he played
baritone as a member of The Ohio State University Marching Band and OSU Alumni
Band, and was an accomplished pianist. Bill was generous and humble, and modeled
hard work and family time for his children and grandchildren.
A life-long resident of Columbus, and graduate of North High School (1941), Bill enrolled
in The Ohio State University just before the United States entered WWII. He joined the
Army Reserves as a private while remaining a student and was then accepted to The
OSU College of Medicine, from where he graduated in 1947 and completed an internship
at Kings County Hospital, Brooklyn, NY.
Dr. Merryman remained in the Army Reserves following the war and elected to go on
active duty. He was stationed two years post-war as an Army Medical Officer in Germany
where he met his future wife, Gloria Good. Dr. Merryman served in the US Army Reserves
Medical Corps for 35 years, retiring as a Brigadier General in 1983.
As a trained Obstetrician Gynecologist (residency at OSU), Dr. Merryman established a
medical practice in Columbus in 1955 until his retirement in 1993 and served on medical
staffs at OhioHealth Riverside Methodist Hospital and University Hospitals where he was a
role model for lifelong learning and medical education. In the 1960s he was a leading
advocate of allowing spouses into the delivery room. Over the course of his career, he

cared for thousands of women and their babies and enjoyed teaching students and
residents.
Dr. Merryman is preceded in death by his parents James H and Ethel, his wife of 66 years,
Gloria, and sister Virginia Schlitt (John). He is survived by his sister Joyce; children, Scott
(Susan), Suzanne (Barry Ferguson), Bill (Patti); grandchildren Kristin, Kimberly, Connor
(Betsy), Kyle, Kathryn (Jason Replogle), Walter, Spencer, Taylor, Natalie, Michael;
daughter-in-law Vicki Spencer; and great grandchild Hannah.
The family thanks Whetstone Care Center and Bella Care for the excellent care and
compassion they provided.
While there will be no services, if you wish to do something in remembrance of Bill
Merryman, hug your children and grandchildren. If you wish to do something further,
consider a donation to the OhioHealth Foundation Women's Center Riverside Methodist
Hospital Fund or Ohio Pug Rescue where Bill and Gloria rescued numerous pugs over the
years.
Donations can be made in honor of Dr. Merryman by mailing a check to:
Send a check to:
OhioHealth Foundation
3430 OhioHealth Parkway
Columbus, Ohio 43202
Women's Center RMH Fund, honoring Dr. Merryman
Or donate online to:
Ohio Pug Rescue, <https://www.ohiopugrescue.com/>

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - December 30, 2020 at 03:33 PM

“

Heaven has gained a top new Tour Director. We have lost ours and are deeply saddened.
I’m heartened however that Bill and Gloria, along with so many others including my
parents, can all be together. I’m so sorry for your loss Bill Dean, Suzanne/ Barry, Scott and
your families. Our thoughts are with you. Love, Beth Brown (Rogers) Alissa, Kristen, Stephi
and Caroline
Elizabeth Brown Rogers - January 04 at 11:31 AM

“

What a wonderful tribute to such a kind and well-loved man! Dr Merryman was one of my
favorite mentors in the world of OB GYN at Riverside and was always delightful when my
husband and I would run into him at Panera or I would see him at work over the decades.
He was a fine physician and encouraged so many of us. So sorry for your loss on earth,
hoping for a great reunion in heaven one day for you all. Sincerely, (Jim & ) Sue Vagnier
Susan Vagnier - January 04 at 12:08 PM

“

Heartfelt thoughts go out to the family of Dr William Merryman. Our family was deeply
saddened to hear about the loss of your dear father, grandfather and brother.
Dr William Merryman delivered our daughter Michelle, thirty nine years ago. It was a very
rough delivery and I was so glad I had chosen the best OB-GYN to take care of me. It was
also Dr William who recommended his son Dr Scott Merryman as our Primary Care, for
which we were so forever grateful.
Please know how much you’re being thought about, and we wish all of you the comfort of
sweet memories.
With Deepest Sympathy,
The Harrigill Family
Janelle, David, Michelle, David Matthew, & Kristina Harrigill Ross
Janelle Harrigill - January 18 at 02:31 PM

“

Dr. Merryman delivered by daughter and four of her cousins. I remember his
kindness and how excited he was for us. He delivered four boys and my daughter.
He said finally a girl in this family. He was a great man. I’m sure you all of wonderful
memories God bless you Dr. Merryman

Beverly Sabo - January 07 at 10:22 PM

“

We lived next door to the Merryman family for about 12 years. I remember Dr. and
Mrs. Merryman coming to my parents’ Ohio State-Michigan parties and watching
their pugs when they went out of town. They were always so kind to my sister and
me and went out of their way to talk to us. My dad still talks about shoveling out the
lane with Dr. M. after the blizzard of ‘78! Our condolences. -Tracy Park Celestina,
Roger Park, Linda Park Milani

tracy celestina - January 05 at 02:03 PM

“

God Bless and Thank YOU for your service in The United States Army. And Semper
Fi. Sir.

Herb Sharfenaker USMC - January 05 at 02:01 PM

“

"Doc" was a dining table-mate of my mother, Teresa, at Whetstone. She always
looked forward to dinner with him and missed him when they had to start dining in
their rooms. For as quiet as he seemed, mom said he always had something to say
at dinner and loved it when the musicians visited and played for the residents. When
my sisters and I would visit mom, we would always stop and talk with Doc. His face
would light up when you talked about music and ALL the thousands of babies he
delivered! I would see his daughters and they were kind enough to also check on my
mom when they could (we watched out for each others parents!), which is a
wonderful testament to this amazing family, and how they care for each other, and
even strangers. Such a wonderful and full life well lived Doc. God bless you and
prayers to the Merryman family.

Mary Whitacre - January 03 at 04:38 PM

“

My dad Dr Ben Jacoby was a contemporary of Dr Merryman and they covered for
each other in their OB/GYN practices. They shared office space fir a long while. I
remember Dr Merryman very well and his wife Gloria. It is with a heavy heart that
your father/grandfather.... passed away. They were very generous kind loving people.
Like my father, Dr Merryman care so much for others and his patients. He was a
dedicated doctor. I have the fondest memories of going to my father’s office and
visiting also with Dr & Mrs Merryman. The family is in my prayers for God’s love and
comfort.

Liz Winfree - January 01 at 09:18 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of William B Merryman

Robert Rumberg - December 28, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

General Merryman was a great commander of the 2291st USAR Hospital. He was very
supportive of his chaplains and their ministries. His wife was an encourager to my wife in
our service at the 2291st. We extend our thoughts and prayers to his family
CH (COL-R) Charles Flesher - January 04 at 07:24 AM

“

Dr Merryman was my doctor in the 1960s before and after he delivered my son and for
many years after until he retired. He was always kind, helpful and informative. I will always
be grateful for the care he took with a young mother (me).
Mary F Keller - January 04 at 09:53 AM

