William "Billy" Brehm
April 16, 1990 - April 12, 2020

William “Billy” Lawrence Brehm, age 29, passed away peacefully on April 12, 2020
following a brief illness. He was born April 16, 1990 in Columbus, Ohio to Larry and Karen
(Swager) Brehm. Although Billy was non-ambulatory and nonverbal due to Cerebral Palsy,
he was strong and persevered to overcome challenges. Billy could light up a room with his
smile. His hearty laugh was both contagious and uplifting.
A graduate of Gahanna-Lincoln High School, Billy loved going to school, and the
excitement of football season. (Go Bucks!) He enjoyed books, listening to music,
horseback riding, the outdoors, eating his favorite desserts, spending time with friends,
and vacationing with his family.
Billy was preceded in death by his maternal grandfather, William Swager and paternal
grandparents Mary and Edward Brehm. In addition to his dedicated and loving parents,
Billy is survived by his brother, Matthew Brehm; grandmother Nancy Swager; aunts and
uncles: Linda (Mark-deceased) Bauer, David (Nancy) Brehm and Diana (Jim) Leitch;
loving cousins, extended family and friends.
While it is impossible to name everyone who helped Billy throughout his journey, please
know how much your loving care enriched his life. We thank the many caregivers and
therapists who have become part of our family over the years. Your love and compassion
for Billy will always be remembered in our hearts. Also, thank you to Dr. Maria Mapa and
all of the caring staff in the Palliative Care Unit at Mt. Carmel East.
A Celebration of Life will be held for Billy at a later date when conditions allow. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be made to Easter Seals of Central Ohio, 3830 Trueman Court,
Hilliard, OH 43026, or a charity of your choice. Please visit www.schoedinger.com to share
special memories with Billy’s family.

Comments

“

We are holding you and the rest of our extended family in our hearts. Billy truly was a
magical person who’s smile I remember quite vividly, even after all the years since
meeting him. Love and hugs to you all, he was the embodiment of joy beyond his
body, his heart was a kind lantern to all who met him.
xxoo
~Marnin Leigh Burt (cousin)

Marnin Burt - April 23 at 09:01 PM

“

Prayers and condolences to Brehm family. Billy was very special and dear to us all.
He will always be remembered.

Daphane ( caregiver) - April 20 at 10:02 PM

“

Larry, Karen, and Matthew,
We are so sorry to hear of Billy's passing. What a beautiful picture of him. I am
certain Jackie welcomed him into heaven. You are in our prayers.
Geri DeCenso (Jackie's sister)

Geri DeCenso - April 19 at 02:58 PM

“

“Gooooooood mornin, good moooornin, it’s morning time Billy, good morning, good
morning to yoooooou”
Oh Billy, you are so loved. Look at all of the hearts you blessed over the years. Jake
and I still speak of you often and I will never stop singing our morning California milk
themed song randomly throughout my days. It always gives me an opportunity to
acquire funny faces from people and shine a light onto you. I have often thought of
our persistent walks and reading in the park or just sitting there listening to the birds
and creating commentary and laughing; outings with Mom and JR; watching Arrow
with Dad; jamming to tunes in your room or the sun room and being silly. That
intoxicating laugh of yours bellowing out. You brought so much joy to my life in our

time together and I have carried you in my heart since and I will always have a spark
of your light to carry with me and share with others as you always did. Karen, Larry,
Matt, Grandma; I am so sorry for your loss. Jake would also like me to extend his
condolences, he was always tickled with Billy. I have thought of you all often and I
hope that you hold onto all of the love and wonderful moments you shared with him
and remain strong during this time. Karen, I am very sorry. Please remember he is
always with you and he loved you so so very much.
Sincerely,
Chrissy Manuelle
Christina Manuelle - April 19 at 09:59 AM

“

I loved you then and I love you still. My gratitude to you is deeper than you could
have ever imagined. You were a light in my darkness and the compass on my
journey. To say you impacted my life is an understatement. My heart will forever
smile when I think of you. Peace be with you

Elaine Soder - April 18 at 01:22 PM

“

My condolences to the Brehm family sending my prayers and love. Billy was special
and very well loved until we meet again my friend.

robin steward(care giver) - April 16 at 08:29 PM

“
“
“

We shared so many memories I will never forget you or your loving family.
robin steward(care giver) - April 16 at 08:30 PM

Im very sorry for that
Cj - April 17 at 12:52 PM

I'm very sorry for that
Cj - April 17 at 12:52 PM

“

Phifer Family lit a candle in memory of William "Billy" Brehm

Phifer family - April 16 at 08:01 AM

“

Larry, Karen and Matt,
We are so very sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers as you travel
through this time. May memories of Billy’s bright smile, and his uplifting spirit give
you comfort.
Ed and Kitzie Pollock

k pollock - April 15 at 09:57 PM

“

Larry and Karen,
We are deeply saddened to hear about the loss of your son Billy. You are in every
thought and prayer that I have. I am at such a loss for words but a loved one shared
this quote with me when I lost my cousin and it brought me comfort so I will share it
with you now “ "Perhaps they are not the stars in the sky, but rather openings where
our loved ones shine down to let us know they are happy."
-Andrea and Christian

Andrea Berardi - April 15 at 05:00 PM

“

Larry, Karen, and Matt....we never did met Billy, but we know how much he meant to
all of you in family. And while he provided a special grace and comfort for you, he is
now sheltered in the company of angels. Please accept our most dear sympathies.
George and Jan Berardi

george berardi - April 15 at 08:59 AM

“

48 files added to the tribute wall

Elizabeth Binns - April 14 at 05:20 PM

