William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr.,
Ph.D.
November 16, 1948 - December 26, 2020

William “Bill” Edward Collins, Jr. Ph.D, age 72, passed away on December 26, 2020. He
was born on November 16, 1948, in Millen, Georgia, to William Edward Collins Sr. and
Francis Newton Collins, who preceded him in death. He is survived by his wife of 37
years, Janet Collins; his sister Patricia Calhoun (Roy) of Abbeville SC; his mother-in-law
Helen Lucile Ford of
Westerville OH; brothers in law Ted (Judy) Ford of Westerville OH, and Mark (Cindy) Ford
of Middletown MD; eight nieces and nephews; and seven great nieces and nephews. He
is also missed by his close friends Tom and Leslie Blincoe of Worthington OH; Ron and
Gail McDermott
of Westerville OH; and Steve and Marsha Morgan of Westerville OH.
Although born in Georgia, Bill rarely mentioned his years there other than to say, by way
of explanation when his nose ran in cold weather, “Hey, I’m a Georgia boy!” His grade
school years were spent in Anderson South Carolina, where he developed a love for
music and stereo equipment, thanks to the influence of his mother’s brother “Uncle Gary.”
At the age of 8 he
built his first stereo component from a mail order kit. With this love of building and
modifying stereo components, he was drawn to the field of electronics. After high school,
he pursued a degree in electronics only to discover that he “really didn’t like all that math.”
He then pursued
a communication degree which was perfect for his later career as a chaplain and clinical
psychologist.
During the late 1960s Bill was drafted to serve in the Vietnam War. At that time, he was a
practicing Buddhist which teaches that one should not be the aggressor but must try their
best to avoid any kind of violent act. Because of his religious beliefs, he was granted
Conscientious Objector status and served his time as an orderly at a hospital in Atlanta
GA. It was thru this experience that he felt a calling to pursue a helping profession. He
was invited by a coworker to attend a Youth for Christ evangelistic series. He accepted
Christ as his Savior, and with the

encouragement and mentoring of his pastor in Atlanta, he chose to attend seminary at
Andrews University in Michigan. While earning his Master of Divinity degree, he also took
courses in Chaplaincy (CPE) and decided that this was truly the type ministry he wanted
to pursue.
In 1982 He was accepted into the Chaplaincy Residency at Kettering Memorial Hospital in
Kettering OH. Being new to the Kettering community, co-workers invited him to a surprise
birthday party. He did not know that he was “the birthday present” for the young lady
whose birthday it was!! Things clicked and less than a year later, Bill and Janet married in
September 1983. She still thanks her best friend Vinita for inviting Bill to her birthday party.
After completion of his chaplain residency, Bill joined Harding Hospital in Worthington, OH,
as a mental health chaplain. During his 7 plus years at Harding Hospital, he became an
art therapist and served as the editor of the Harding Hospital Journal of Religion and
Psychiatry. Bill’s work
at Harding sparked his interest in pursuing a Ph.D. in psychology. After receiving his
doctorate, he became a licensed psychologist and opened his own practice in Worthington
OH. Bill’s practice focused on providing individual and couple therapy, business coaching,
and ADHD
assessment. He truly enjoyed working with clients and seeing the positive changes they
could make in their lives. It was not uncommon for him to pray or read scriptures with his
client if they requested it.
In 2015, life took a different turn when, at the age of 66, Bill was diagnosed with early
stage Alzheimer’s. He closed his practice, stopped driving, and relied more on Janet’s
assistance. He never gave up his love for music, singing in the church choir, art, or his
love for God. He loved
being “Uncle Bill” to the many little ones in not only his extended family but friends’
children, too.
Bill’s family would like to extend a special Thank You to Miprescious, Darlene and Pam,
the three caregivers that gave Bill and Janet so much love and support over the last 9
months. Also a special Thank You to National Church Residences Hospice. Their constant
support was so
appreciated.
While the road has been bumpy at times, Bill has held on to the belief that God’s hand has
led and protected him. Those that have known and loved him are thankful he is now at
rest in our Savior Jesus Christ.

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and his loving kindness is forever.” Psalm
107:1
**Contributions in memory of Bill may be made to National Church Residences, 2335
North Bank Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43220 or at http://www.NationalChurchResidences.org
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - January 02 at 11:23 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - December 31, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“
“

Wonderful service and tributes to Uncle Bill!
Felicia Caronna - January 04 at 12:26 PM

Very nice service and wonderful shared memories. Very much appreciated the opportunity
to "participate" via the video inasmuch as I could not be in Worthington for ther service.
Bruce Powers - January 04 at 12:30 PM

“

I find myself at a loss for words when remembering Bill. He was a truely gentle soul
with so many talents. Always present and open to others. He and Janet were a
match made in heaven. Prayers and love to you Janet as your memories of Bill
become more precious every day.

Judy Ford - January 04 at 06:27 PM

“

My husband Orin and I were so sad to see Bill's obituary in the newspaper. We both
thought so highly of Bill and enjoyed getting together regularly with Bill and Janet a
few years ago. Bill and Orin shared a bond from both of them experiencing the
challenging but rewarding journey of pursuing a PhD from Ohio State University.
Janet, our thoughts and prayers are with you in this sad time. We will always
remember Bill with great fondness. Hanci Newberry

Hanci Newberry - January 04 at 11:15 AM

“

Bill was a work colleague of mine in private practice for a a number of years. I
appreciated his ready smile, his kind manner and his sincere interest in the wellbeing of his clients. Karen Stailey Steiger PhD

Karen R Steiger - January 03 at 02:13 PM

“

Uncle Bill was a kind and gentle soul who went through life trying to help others and
enjoy his favorite things, like good music, art and of course cars. He was a kind uncle
to me and my sister and in his unobtrusive way would offer us sympathy and a
listening ear if we ever wanted to talk about our little struggles or concerns. I owe him
gratitude for introducing me to many artists that became part of my childhood, such
as Nora Jones and the classic Christmas albums of Mannheim Steamroller and
Vince Guaraldi’s Charlie Brown. He introduced me to movies like the Lord of the
Rings trilogy and The Gathering Storm.
Some of my favorite childhood memories involve joining Uncle Bill in “the theater” in
their house and listening to music on the super comfy leather couch. He would
explain the artist or music to me if I asked, but I often would just sit quietly with him
and let the sound wash over me, joining him in his reverie.
I will miss Uncle Bill lots. I wish I could be there at the funeral to say goodbye, but I
will always remember him fondly and am grateful to him and Aunt Janet for providing
us with a open house full of love and warmth whenever we came to visit.

Felicia Caronna - January 03 at 01:47 PM

“

I am so sad. Many wonderful memories of Bill and Janet. Dear people in my life.
Were such fantastic friends. Bill was a very funny man and full of laughs,
These memories of he and Janet will always be with me throughout my life.
Carolyn Damazo Gentry

Carolyn Gentry - January 02 at 03:06 PM

“

Memories of Bill
Many of my memories of Bill center around his love of music. The music room was
his sanctuary, with its state-of-the-art sound system and the sofa strategically placed
so the sound was Just. Right. Two of my most memorable moments with Bill were
during his journey with Alzheimer’s. The first occurred about two years after his
diagnosis. During one of our weekend visits, I suggested to Bill that we sit in his
music room and listen to some of his favorite music. He searched through his CD
collection until he came to one featuring the Capital University Chapel Choir. He
selected the song taken from Psalm 103:2-5 called "All His Benefits" and told me it
was one of his favorites.
Praise the Lord, oh my soul,
and forget not all His benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagles.
At my request he played it again and again, both of us swept away by the music as
we sat together listening to the majestic strains of the choir. The choral arrangement
was exquisite, and the sacred lyrics moved me to tears. I understood that although
Bill’s cognitive abilities were noticeably fading, his trust in the Lord and his praise for
God’s many blessings was undimmed. It was an unforgettable moment.
Even when his Alzheimer’s had significantly advanced, Bill still responded to music.
In preparation for Felicia’s wedding, Mark and I were taking dance classes. During a
weekend visit with Bill and Janet, we put on some music and prepared to show off
our new moves. Bill was sitting on the sofa watching us. When the lively music began
to play, he struggled to his feet clearly wanting to dance, and cutting in on Mark, held
out his hands to me and smiled broadly as we moved together to the music.
I am looking forward to a future day when Bill’s "youth is renewed as the eagles" and
we can listen together with reverent awe to the magnificent heavenly choir. We might
even dance together on those golden streets.

Cindy Ford - January 02 at 03:00 PM

“

We knew Bill in the early 80s when there was a large church young adult group who
either worked at Kettering Medical Center or went to school at Kettering College in
Kettering, Ohio. The group did all kinds of fun activities together each weekend such
as camping, hiking, skating, and bowling. Bill played guitar along with others on
campouts and outdoor vespers programs. I was sharing a house with my best friend
Janet and had just begun dating Greg, my husband.
I distinctly remember a special conversation I had with Bill. He scheduled a time to
talk with me, and we talked for almost an hour. He wanted to know how to get more
connected with the people in this young adult group and he asked a lot of questions
about this vivacious and fun gal named Janet and how he might get better
acquainted. I was impressed and immediately invited him to Janet’s birthday party . .
. and the rest is history.
Another memory involved his love of music . . . When my parents moved, I was
assigned the job of getting rid of the 3,000 vinyl record albums they had collected.
Bill was interested in rare orchestral music in good condition, and so he gave me a
set of specifications and I had fun trying to identify rare albums for him.
My last memory was meeting up with Janet and Bill a couple of years ago when I
was on a business trip to Kettering. We met halfway between Columbus and
Kettering and ate at a restaurant together. While Bill didn’t remember me, his gentle
spirit, kindness, and smile were on full display. And he had the most loving and
attentive caregiver – Janet.
We send our love and prayers to Janet and the whole family,
With deep sympathy,
Vinita (and Greg) Sauder
Lincoln, Nebraska

Vinita Sauder - January 02 at 02:53 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Edward
Collins Jr., Ph.D..

January 02 at 02:41 PM

“

From your friends at the OSU Device Clinic purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for
the family of William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr., Ph.D..

From your friends at the OSU Device Clinic - January 02 at 11:04 AM

“

During a visit in the middle of his Journey, Bill and I had occasion to sit in the music
room and listen to selections I chose from his CD library. With each new title, he
would respond with a nod of acknowledgement, affirming my choice, "I like that one,
too." And the fidelity was exceptional.
While we sat, I sketched his portrait.
Goodbye, Bill. You were a wonderful brother.

Mark Ford - January 02 at 09:16 AM

“

Mr Bill was a man whom I started out as his caregiver to more like family, we had our
times of laughter n fun. I will never forget the times we marched around the house,
laughing as we watch Andy Griffith , we singed and doing the cha cha as getting him
ready for bed and him. We laughed so hard when I told them. I fell off the front porch
and I can keep going but most of all I read a prayer every night and he would
compliment on them. That was my DUDE n will always be. I loved him and he knew
it.

Darlene Chatman - January 02 at 08:48 AM

“

A Full Life was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr., Ph.D..

January 01 at 05:48 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Edward Collins
Jr., Ph.D..

January 01 at 10:01 AM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Edward Collins
Jr., Ph.D..

December 30, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

Judy And Ted Ford lit a candle in memory of William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr., Ph.D.

Judy and Ted Ford - December 30, 2020 at 06:23 PM

“

1966 School Yearbook photo

Lara Ford - December 28, 2020 at 08:04 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Edward
Collins Jr., Ph.D..

December 28, 2020 at 05:03 PM

“

My Uncle Bill (I always referred to him as William) was an all-around great guy. Lara
has conveyed some specific memories in her note, many of which I share, but I’d like
to include some additional thoughts. There were a lot of things to like about Bill’s
overall personality and demeanor. He was gentle, kind, observant and supportive. I
always identified with his tendency to be both easygoing AND obsessive about the
details. To be calm, cool, and collected AND a little flustered all at the same time.
I remember connecting with him over cars, from his early 90’s Civic SI, to the
infamous Saab 95. He cared about design and the way that things made him feel. I
remember him researching stereo equipment, explaining his incredible sound
system, and showing me how to set up “the sweet spot” so that it felt like the
musicians were right in the room with you.
I think my favorite thing about Bill was they way that he liked to interact with people
one on one, in a substantive way. There’s no doubt that it’s what attracted him to
become a chaplain and eventually a psychologist. I remember we would have family
gatherings where kids were running around screaming, photos were being taken,
presents were being opened and there would be Bill, having a quiet, meaningful
conversation with a family member about what was going on in their life. We were
lucky to have him and he is certainly missed.
Matt Ford

Matt Ford - December 28, 2020 at 11:48 AM

“

Lara Ford lit a candle in memory of William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr., Ph.D.

Lara Ford - December 28, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

Lara Ford sent a virtual gift in memory of William "Bill" Edward Collins Jr., Ph.D.

Lara Ford - December 28, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

Bill was a great man and I am so glad that he was my uncle. He was compassionate,
funny, and intelligent. I will remember him as the man who laughed uproariously at
Gaston in Beauty and the Beast when we went with my siblings and cousins to see it,
the man who introduced me to the music of Diana Krall and the poetry of Gerard
Manley Hopkins, the man who told me about Phineas Gage, who played the Charlie
Brown theme nonstop during Thanksgiving one year, and the man who loved his
nieces and nephews and always had a kind word for them. I don't remember ever
seeing him angry and I never heard a harsh word from him. He was a good man and
he is already very missed. I love you Aunt Janet and I hope that you know that
everyone in this family appreciated Uncle Bill and that we are all here for you.

Lara Ford - December 28, 2020 at 10:22 AM

