Walter Oluwole Williams
September 3, 1951 - March 8, 2015

Walter Oluwole Charles Williams
September 3, 1951 –March 8, 2015
Age 63
“And God will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, nor shall there be anymore pain; for the former things have passed
away." Revelation 21:4
Venue
Saint Cecilia Church
434 Norton Road
Columbus, Ohio 43228
Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 10am
Walter Williams, fondly called “Olu”was born on September 3, 1951 in Freetown, Sierra
Leone to Maize and Chrispin Williams. He received his early education at Mahera District
Council Elementary School in Lungi. He attended Saint Edwards Secondary School
through high school and went to Boston Institute of Technology in the United Kingdom
where he pursued a Higher National Diploma (HND). He spent two years in U.K. and then
went back to Freetown where he worked as a Senior Tax Officer at the Department of
Income Tax. He also worked at the Bank of Sierra Leone as a banking officer. In 1978, he
went back to the United Kingdom and pursued an accounting degree at Sheffield
Polytechnic Institute. He came to the United States in 1981 and attended Franklin
University and University of Phoenix, where he pursued an MBA, Master of business
administration. He worked for the State of Ohio from 1983 to 2014 where he began as a
fiscal officer and later became a supervisor in the internal audit department from 2006 to
2014.
He is survived by his wife, Elsie Williams, two sons, Walter John and Amifred Olayemi,

sister Jestina Eddy, brother, Olayemi Williams as well as several relatives and friends
abroad. Walter was caring affectionate and loving. May his soul rest in perfect peace.
Acknowledgements
The entire family of the late Walter O. Williams wishes to express their sincere thanks and
gratitude to all who sympathize with them for the loss of their beloved one. May God bless
you!
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - March 12, 2015 at 01:01 PM

“
“

Simply beautiful.
Patricia Sutton - March 13, 2015 at 10:52 AM
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Friends, Colleagues Remember Walter Williams
Walter Williams, a retired Fiscal Officer 2 in the Office of Fiscal and Monitoring Services
(OFMS) Bureau of Grants Management and Federal Reporting, passed away Sunday,
March 8, 2015.
Walter began his career with the Ohio Department of Human Services on October 15,
1985, as a Statistician. He was promoted in 1992 to a Fiscal Officer 2. Walter is survived by
his wife, Elsie; and two sons, Walter and Amifred.
Friends and coworkers remember Walter as a hard-working professional with an
impeccable work ethic.
“Walter Williams always greeted me with a smile whenever we’d see each other,” said
OFMS Deputy Director Eric Mency. “Walter and I would trade humorous barbs and retorts,
which somehow helped to alleviate any stress we were experiencing, even if only for that
brief moment. His passing is a tremendous loss to the OFMS family. Walter will be greatly
missed.”
Other colleagues described Walter as the “go-to” person if someone needed information,
and if he didn’t know the information, he was willing to research and find out.
“He had a wealth of knowledge,” said Marvene Mitchell, Chief of the Bureau of Program
Accountability and Reporting. “He was very respectful to my staff and to myself as bureau
chief. On the day of his retirement, he gave me a detailed outline of everything he had
worked on and deadlines of when it needed to be done. Someone who would do that, I will
never forget it.”
“Walter was my friend,” said Vanessa Irvin, retired Fiscal Officer 2.”
“He was a good man. He had a very strong work ethic,” said Pamela Mackey, retired Fiscal
Specialist 2. “I have missed him since he retired. May God bless him and his family.”

“I enjoyed working with Walter for more than 20 years. He always had a quick smile and a
kind disposition,” said Patricia Sutton, Fiscal Officer 2. “He is missed every day.”
“Walter was a private, caring man, and stubborn at times. Our unit was small and we
looked out for each other; we worked as a team,” said Rhonda Mayberry, Fiscal Specialist
2. “He was there for so many people in one way or another. You felt that he cared, both
about the work we produced and provided, as well as personally. If he asked how you were
doing, he really wanted to know. That was who he was.”
Anidra Nious, a Fiscal Specialist 2, said she considered Walter not just a supervisor, but
also a confidant and mentor. “His big smile, dedication to his job, devotion to his family and
friends, and his dependability are just a few of his qualities I will continue to miss,” she said.
“His essence and presence has positively impacted my life and for that, I will always be
grateful.”
Rhonda Mayberry - March 19, 2015 at 08:41 AM

“

“I enjoyed working with Walter for more than 20 years. He always had a quick smile and a
kind disposition. His work ethic was impeccable. He is missed every day. I will always
remember most mornings I would be at Anidra’s desk when Walter stopped to say ‘good
morning’; I liked to tease him and say that I wasn’t going to leave just because he came
over there. He would just smile that big smile and say, “good morning, Patricia.” I really felt
that Walter cared about the work but more about the people – he said, “good morning”
every single day. That’s important. Now that I have the baton to “the Dream Team” I
promise to always care. I really miss Walter.
I extend my deepest and heartfelt sympathy to his family.” ~ Patricia Sutton
PS - March 19, 2015 at 08:48 AM

“

“My Tribute to Walter Williams~ Philippians 1:3 says, “I Thank God every time I remember
you.” These are my sentiments when I reflect on my friend, confidant, mentor, and
supervisor, Mr. Walter O. Williams. On paper he had the title of being my supervisor;
however, I often said to him, “We supervise each other.” We joined forces in July of 1992
and remained a team until his retirement in December of 2013. Our unit first consisted of
only 3 people. Over the years, the unit size fluctuated between 3 – 6 people, with Walter
and I being the constants. He called our unit “The Dream Team”. Our relationship had “soft”
dynamics. We often had “spirited” debates in our earlier years. But as time progressed, we
mellowed out and let Fox News do the debating for us. One debate that we never settled
was the question, “If Mountain Dew was too strong to drink at work. (LOL). Walter faithfully
drank 2 Mountain Dews a day for 11 years. One day he just stopped, but he never
conceded to say if Mountain Dew was too strong to drink at work. WE laughed about that
often. His big smile, dedication to his job, devotion to his family and friends and his
dependability are just a few of his qualities I will continue to miss. Three days before he
transitioned, a combination of his dream team (Pamela Mackey, Rhonda Mayberry and I)
gathered at his bed side to say “Thank You” for his gift to our life. He had enough strength
to give us a Thumbs UP and wave good-bye~. His essence and presence has positively
impacted my life and for that I will always be grateful. I will also concede…..Walter; you win
the Mountain Dew Debate! It’s not too strong to drink at work. My toast to you, with
Mountain Dew!!!! ~Anidra Nious
AN - March 19, 2015 at 08:49 AM

“

“Walter was a private, caring man, and stubborn at times. Our unit was small and we
looked out for each other, we worked as a team, even though it was Supervisor to Line
staff. He was there for so many people in one way or another. You felt that he cared, both
about the work we produced and provided, as well as personally. If he asked how you were
doing he really wanted to know. That was who he was.” ~ Rhonda Mayberry
RM - March 19, 2015 at 08:51 AM

“

I had the great of opportunity of working with Walter at the State. He was always courteous,
knowledgeable and helpful. Walter was one of those few people who always seemed to be
in good humor. He would patiently explain how the grant money was coming in and going
out; no matter what he always helped get it reconciled. He will be missed by many.
Please accept my condolences on your loss. Walter was the epitome of a gentle-man.
Diana Redman - March 19, 2015 at 03:47 PM

“

Walter, I recall telling you to keep positive thoughts close, and in your usual quiet way, you
responded I'll try." I know you tried your best because you would never have wanted to
leave Elsie aand the boys so soon. But God needed you. May His angels lead you home.
Visiting Columbus without you there will never be the same. Sis-in-law Elsie, Walter and
Olayemi; Jestina and Ola, may you take courage in knowing Walter is in a pain-free world.
God will comfort you. Miriam
Miriam Conteh-Morgan - March 19, 2015 at 06:14 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Walter's wife and sons and all of his extended family. A
great man, he will be truly missed. Elaine Cooper

Elaine Cooper - April 29, 2015 at 01:07 PM

“

Walter, I enjoyed your friendship.Your thoughtful and quiet conversation was outdone
by our respective wives...usually not so quiet! :-) Thank you for your humor and for
introducing me to Seas chocolate! Elsie, Walter, and Ola know that I am lifting you in
prayer and asking God to give you His comfort and peace.
Dale Stewart

Dale Stewart - March 20, 2015 at 10:57 PM

“

Fireside Basket - Exotic was purchased for the family of Walter Oluwole Williams.

March 20, 2015 at 06:03 PM

“

Miriam lit a candle in memory of Walter Oluwole Williams

Miriam - March 20, 2015 at 09:43 AM

“

11 files added to the album New Album Name

Derian Conteh-Morgan - March 19, 2015 at 09:18 AM

“

Castaways Rugby purchased the Peace Lily for the family of Walter Oluwole
Williams.

Castaways Rugby - March 19, 2015 at 06:46 AM

“

Ibrahim & Annette Koroma lit a candle in memory of Walter Oluwole Williams

Ibrahim & Annette Koroma - March 18, 2015 at 09:58 PM

“

It is surreal that Walter (or WOW! as we fondly referred to him) is gone. God took him
home, it was His will. But in our hearts he liveth still. Deepest sympathy to Elsie, Walter Jr.
and Ola. May his dear soul Rest in Perfect Peace.
Ibrahim - March 18, 2015 at 10:03 PM

“

Was nice working with Walter at the JFS. Although he was not directly involved in my
desk, he was across the aisle and we had many chats. He was an awesome man.
He will be greatly missed. Sympathies to the family.
Jane Chambers Zorn

Jane Chambers Zorn - March 18, 2015 at 01:59 PM

“

Margaret Jenkins lit a candle in memory of Walter Oluwole Williams

Margaret Jenkins - March 13, 2015 at 01:27 PM

“

Vita Gibson lit a candle in memory of Walter Oluwole Williams

Vita Gibson - March 13, 2015 at 01:10 PM

“

I enjoyed working with Walter for more than 20 years. He always had a quick smile
and a kind disposition. His work ethic was impeccable. He is missed everyday.
My deepest sympathy to his family.

Patricia Sutton - March 13, 2015 at 10:55 AM

“

"God is our refuge and strength,
A help that is readily found in times of distress."
Isaiah 46:1

Babe Quintrall - March 13, 2015 at 07:17 AM

