Walter P. Betley
August 1, 1921 - February 21, 2020

Colonel (ret.) Walter P. Betley, U.S. army, passed away February 21, 2020, at the age of
98, having lived a full and fruitful life. He was born August 1, 1921, in the Roxbury
neighborhood of Boston, MA, to the late lgnacy and Katarzyna (Kiszolech) Betley, Polish
immigrants. Walter was preceded in death by his wife of 54 years, Peggy (Natcher), a
brother, Frederich, and three sisters, Josephine, Janina Wojtkun, and Loretta Arsenalt. He
is survived by his sister Genevieve Ziemian, his son Walter (Joanie) Jr., and two
daughters, Cathy Betley, and Peggy (Dave) Johnson, five grandchildren, seven greatgrandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. Walter spent 28 year of his life serving his
country as a decorated engineer with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during World War
11, Korea, and Vietnam. During this time, he earned two bronze stars. In the words of his
granddaughter, "he was truly one of the good guys." He believed his life had been
blessed. Walter was dedicated to the importance of education. After retiring from the
Army, Walter went on to teach vocational skills for 20 years at the Eastland Career Center.
Pursuing his woodworking passion, he also helped found the Woodworkers of Central
Ohio and the Central Ohio Woodturners. In his last few years, Walter wrote and selfpublished his autobiography, From Cold Water Flat to Colonel. Walter was dearly loved
and will be missed by his family and friends. Calling hours will be at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, Ohio, Friday, February 28, 1:00
to 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Funeral mass will be held at St. Agatha Church, 1860
Northam Road, Columbus, Ohio, Saturday, February 29 at 10:00 a.m. Burial will be at
Arlington National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made in his memory
to Honor Flight Columbus, P.O Box 12036, Columbus, Ohio, 43212. To share memories or
condolences, please visit www.schoedinger.com.
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Comments

“

Sorry for your loss. We will miss having Walt as a good neighbor.
Greg and Mary Lou Warndorf

Greg L Warndorf - February 29 at 10:46 AM

“

Mr. Betley was my instructor at Eastland Career Center, class of 1989. I clearly
remember "turn your lead! Always keep a sharp point!". I would love for him to know
that I went on to get my architecture degree from OSU and then my Masters of City &
Regional Planning. I know he would be pleased. And I still always keep a sharp point
on my pencil. To dedicate your life to our country and then to education, what a gift
he was to all of us.

Kimberly Sharp - February 28 at 07:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Betley's Passing. I was a graduate of Eastland Career Center
Class of 1981. I believe my Junior year was his first year there. I just found out about
this today Feb, 28. I would have loved to be there in person to pay my respects. Mr.
Betley was a Huge influence in my life. My career is what it is today because of 2
people My Dad James R. Jones and Walter P. Betley. They knew each other in fact.
My Father was an Adviser to EJVC in particular the Design Drafting Class. I became
a Drafter and started working for Civil Engineering firms in Central Ohio and that led
to becoming a Land Surveyor and that is all I have done for 40 years now. I have
always talked about Mr. Betley and how he taught us all the basics and then some of
that art form. I wish we still did things that way. He could get a little heated at us
sometimes, but I'm sure we deserved it. After all we were just kids. I remember he
took us on a field trip to a factory in Columbus to show us how things went from
paper to product. When we got in there, there were huge sections of the plant that
had hundreds of old brass shell casings from WW2. He got excited and we found out
that obviously during the war that's what they made. I don't think any of us knew what
that probably meant to Mr. Betley. Being in the service wasn't something that Men
talked about much back then. I wish I had taken the time to learn more about him
back then. Godspeed Mr. Betley! You were truly an American Hero.
Jeff Jones, Proud Graduate of Eastland Joint Vocational Center Class of 1981

jeffery r jones - February 28 at 02:05 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Walter P. Betley.

February 28 at 01:25 PM

“

We shared many military memories with "The Colonel" because we were both retired
Colonels, he in the U.S. Army and Joe in the USAF. We had many life experiences in
common. Walt was always a special attraction in our St. Agatha Coffee Gang and
there was a special admiration for him. Walt was our personal friend on many levels.
He took a special interest in our five girls, three of whom are military officers. All five
admired, respected, and enjoyed a personal relationship with him. Walt will always
be remembered and cherished by our whole family. Joe and Rita Vogel

Joseph and Rita Vogeo - February 28 at 01:23 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Walter P. Betley.

February 27 at 07:28 AM

“

Worked with Walt for many years at Eastland Career center. One of the finest men I
have known. My sympathies.

Pamela Meilton - February 26 at 06:09 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Walter P. Betley.

February 26 at 03:30 PM

“

Cathy, Peggy and Walt,
I am so sorry for your loss. I have such fond memories of your dad, though he was
always my parent's friend; he was always kind and supportive. I know how much
they valued his and your mom's friendship. I have a shelf he made for my parents in
my house. I ran into him at Tommy's in 2017 when I came home for my class
reunion. It was absolutely the highlight of my visit. I don't know if you remember me
but we lived across the street when you lived on Doone Rd.
Melanne (Rheins) Finn

Melanne Finn - February 25 at 02:17 PM

“

God Bless and Thank YOU, Colonel Betley for your service in WWII. The USA would
NOT be as it is today. I treasure the freedoms for which YOU served. Then retiring
after Korea and Vietnam.... Semper Fi. Colonel.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - February 24 at 10:25 PM

“

While I did not talk with you as much as I would have liked, I found your experiences
fascinating. You had a very interesting and remarkable life and I appreciated the fact
that you shared some of it with me. You will be missed by all who knew you. My
respects, Sir!

Tom Maley - February 24 at 05:57 PM

“

Walt was always willing to help me improve my techniques and skills in Woodturning.
I enjoyed tapping into his experience, and his friendliness to a new turner was greatly
appreciated.

Max Kackstetter - February 24 at 01:03 PM

