Wallace "Wally" Ray Barnes
November 7, 1928 - May 3, 2021

Wallace "Wally" Ray Barnes, age 92, died peacefully, in his home, on Monday, May 3,
2021, reuniting in Heaven with his wife, Honey, the love of his life. Born November 7,
1928, in Easton, Pennsylvania, to Charles and Erma Barnes. Married July 2, 1958, in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Wally was a devoted husband, a loving father, son and brother.
He grew up in the small town of Stewartstown, Pennsylvania. He earned his Eagle Scout
in 1943 through Boy Scouts of America. He was a graduate from Stewartstown High
School in 1945, attended Maryville College, Tennessee, and graduated from Duke
University in 1950, while serving as a Midshipman, United States Navy. As an officer in the
Navy, he went to sea for three years, including sweeping for mines in the North Korean
harbors during the Korean War, where he qualified for command of his ship, the U.S.S.
Curlew. A Phi Beta Kappa member, Wally attended Harvard Business School and earned
his law degree at Harvard in 1957, where he served as a proctor in Harvard Yard.
Admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 1958, he began his legal career with Allegheny
Ludlum Steel Corporation, Pittsburgh in 1957, and in 1962 began working for the
Columbia Gas Pittsburgh companies where he was promoted to Vice President of
Governmental Relations. In 1973, Wally served as Secretary and General Counsel for
Columbia Gas Distribution Companies of Kentucky, Maryland, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia, headquartered in Columbus, Ohio. He was also
the Director of Columbia Gas of Ohio and retired in 1996. His retirement consisted
primarily spending time with his family, playing tennis with his legendary "lob shots" at his
beloved Swim and Racquet Club, Columbus, Ohio, and traveling with his wife, some of
which is described in "The Old Couple and The Little Dog," a book written by his wife,
Honey B. Barnes. Wally is survived by his daughter, Elizabeth "Bebe" M. Barnes;
grandchildren, Sarah (Jeffrey) Manning, Trent (Liz) Ecklar, Crystal Cook (Matt) Weber,
Elizabeth "Lizzi" (Emily) Ross, Melissa, and Andrew Barnes; five dearly loved greatgrandchildren, Brenden, Skylar, Zack, Lydia, and Juliette; many loving nieces and
nephews; his loyal Chihuahua and companion, Bella. He is preceded in death by his wife,
Helen "Honey" Bartley Barnes; his sons, Charles "Chip" C. Barnes, Douglas W. Barnes;
his sister, Lila B. (Earl) McGovern; and parents, Charles Hicks and Erma Victoria (Saylor)
Barnes. Wally was blessed with a long life that was well lived. He will be missed by all who

knew him. A special thank you of appreciation to the wonderful staff at Hospice of Central
Ohio for their exceptional care which was given to Wally and his family as his health
started to decline. The family will receive friends on Saturday, May 15, 2021, from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m., at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST, 1740 Zollinger Rd., Columbus Ohio 43221.
In lieu of flowers, Wally's wishes were that a copy of "The Old Couple and The Little Dog"
be shared with a friend. Please visit http://www.schoedinger.com to share memories and c
ondolences.
Please click on the Memory Maker link below to leave a private video message for the fam
ily at https://memorymaker.tv/Events/recorder.html?LpirCQRoLlPLFaZ.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northwest
1740 Zollinger Rd, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - May 13 at 03:39 PM

“

Steve White and family purchased the Sweet Sincerity for the family of Wallace
"Wally" Ray Barnes.

Steve White and family - May 14 at 05:59 PM

“

You are in my thoughts as you grieve your father - sincerely, Brian Ballenger

Brian Ballenger - May 13 at 11:07 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Wallace "Wally" Ray
Barnes.

May 08 at 03:03 PM

“

God Bless and a Heartfelt Thank YOU for your service in The "NEVER
FORGOTTEN" Korean War. And Semper Fi. SIR.

Herbert Sharfenaker USMC - May 08 at 12:21 PM

“

Dear Barnes family,
My father Randolph, mother Janet and I, Edward enjoyed knowing Wally and Honey
when they moved into the Clarridge House Condominium Association. Honey and I
shared a physical limitation, that being impaired vision.
I remember how she would often ride from her house over to McDonalds. I enjoyed
having a friend read me her book about her first dog. Later she and Wally took much
pleasure in caring for their second dog, Bella. .
I want to extend my sympathy. May you find strength and comfort in the days ahead.
Sincerely yours,
Edward R. Snively

Edward Snively - May 06 at 05:34 PM

“

Thank you, Ed
Hearing these stories help bring strength and comfort. My parents very much enjoyed
being your neighbor.
Elizabeth Barnes - May 11 at 07:59 AM

“

I lift a glass of Hacienda chardonnay at 5 in honor of the number
of "we pour at five" gatherings I looked forward to all week. (It
really was the original time.) This informal gathering of
neighbors (who quickly became friends) persisted for 11 years
and Oh, the stories we heard.-- and told. The warmth and
laughter we shared will remain in my heart forever. I challenge
all the friends of Wally and Honey to read the last chapter
of The Old Couple and the Little Dog and you will know where
they are together.
I lift a glass to that reunion------after all, It's 5 o'clock somewhere.
Much Love,
Jeanne
Ray and Jeanne Clement-Alvarez - May 15 at 12:21 PM

“

I’m so fortunate to have met Wally. He always made me smile and I never saw him
without Bella. He had the best caretaker in the world in Elizabeth.

Diana McDaniel - May 06 at 10:26 AM

“

Thank you, Diana

It was an honor to care for my Father during his last years. That smile

was a reflection of his joy for life, one he lived to the fullest!
Elizabeth Barnes - May 11 at 07:57 AM

“

Wally and Honey were neighbors of me and my husband, Dale, when we all lived on
Coach Road in condos there. I was often up early in the morning when I would be
out watering plants. Honey would always stop to chat with me on her way to
McDonald's for her breakfast. Dale and I enjoyed knowing both of them so very
much. The book we read telling us their life story was so poignant and memorable. I
am so happy we had the opportunity to know them on our life's journey. God bless
you and yours. Norma M. Wilhelm

Norma M. Wilhelm - May 05 at 08:32 AM

“

Thank you for sharing. ‘The Old Couple and the Little Dog’ are together, again., just as it is
written in the book.
Elizabeth Barnes - May 11 at 07:52 AM

“

My sincere condolences to Bebe and to all of Wally's family. I was so blessed to work
for Wally during my 32 years at Columbia Gas. What a great man who adored his
family so very much. His sense of humor kept us smiling. May the memories of the
good times shared help sustain you in the days ahead.
Janet Brookbank

Janet Brookbank - May 04 at 07:59 PM

