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June 15, 1931 - June 18, 2020

Thomas M. Stephens, ED.D. (89)
Thomas M. Stephens, of Columbus, Ohio, passed away on June 18, 2020. He was born in
Youngstown, Ohio, a son of Thomas Stephens and Marina (Hanna) Stephens, and is
survived by his beloved wife of 65 years, Evelyn (Kleshock) Stephens.
A graduate of Youngstown's East High School, Dr. Stephens earned a bachelor's degree
from Youngstown College (now Youngstown State University), a master's degree from
Kent State University, and a doctorate from the University of Pittsburgh. He served briefly
in the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict.
A strong and unwavering advocate for public schools, Dr. Stephens began his career as a
classroom teacher in Warren, Ohio. He served in many capacities, including school
psychologist, licensed clinical psychologist, Ohio Department of Education director,
university professor and associate dean, and upon retirement from the Ohio State
University, professor emeritus. He authored 16 textbooks and over 100 related research
and professional journal articles.
His parents pre-deceased him, as did his sisters Amelia Latessa and Rose Ann
Richmond, his brother John J. Stephens and two nephews Dr. John J. Stephens Jr. and
Thomas Stephens. In addition to his wife Evelyn, he is survived by their surrogate
daughter, Dr. Deborah Telfer; nephews and their spouses: Dr. Edward Latessa (Sally) of
Blue Ash, OH; Nicholas Stephens (Lisa) of Bronxville, NY, Lee Richmond of Herndon, VA,
and a niece, Denise Dimoff of Youngstown. He also leaves numerous other relatives,
colleagues, and friends.
A celebration of life service will be held at a later date.
Donations may be made to Ohio Health Home Hospice.

Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Thomas M. Stephens.

August 30, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

Evelyn (and Deborah),
Marge and I extend our prayers and comforting wishes to you. Tom was a great
friend, colleague, and mentor, and he was a tremendous help to me at Ohio State. I
valued his sage advise, and even more, our journey together on a special education
and applied behavior analysis path. I am preparing a formal "In Memoriam" that I
trust will express the depth and breath of my feeling toward Tom and how he
changed my life and the course of our field.
With heartfelt sadness,
Tim and Marge

Timothy E Heron - June 29, 2020 at 04:43 PM

“

Dr. Stephens always used his teaching hat, every interaction he would help you
become more aware of the world around us. He would use inquiry to help you
understand impact of actions, statements or some historical context related to where
we stood at any point in time as decisions are being made for the betterment of
children. I had the opportunity to learn from him, and along with him, for over 15
years. He was always a teacher, always caring for humans, children and the overall
advancement of mankind in regards to access to education, psychological aspects of
a persons life and quality of life. I enjoyed our long conversations and discussions
about how to change the world and make it a better place. No matter if "the world"
we spoke about was a classroom, school, district, community or town it was always
in a effort to look at experience from all sides, make learning accessible for all and
stand firm to our efforts to fight for the vulnerable populations in every decision we
make as leaders, teachers and community members. Thank you Tom, for making
such an impression on the lives of so many. Your legacy and drive for helping each
other shall continue to live on.
Prayers to the family - Evelyn, strength and prayers for you at this time.
Jo Hannah Ward

Jo Hannah Ward - June 23, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

In the early 1970’s while investigating graduate programs at The Ohio State
University, I was directed to meet with Dr. Tom Stephens. The result of that was a
forty+ year career in Special Education and Behavior Analysis. I have always have
felt fortunate that I studied under Tom Stephens and the faculty he attracted. It
shaped my life in a major way, and I am eternally grateful for having had the
influence of Dr. Tom Stephens as a major factor in my life.

Jim Cowardin - June 20, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

Thomas was an exemplary scholar and a relentless advocate of high quality public
education.
William L. Phillis

William L. Phillis - June 19, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

Dr. Stephens was a wonderful man. I had the privilege of working with him for a
couple of years, and I'll always remember him. He was a gentle, kind, brilliant,
humble man. He made the world a better place.
Kirsten Crilley

Kirsten Howard - June 19, 2020 at 09:11 AM

