Thomas Braden Silcott Jr.
December 17, 1932 - April 15, 2021

Thomas Braden Silcott, Jr. age 88, passed away peacefully on April 15, 2021 listening to
the song "Our Love is Here to Stay" which he sang at family member weddings and to his
wife, Janet on their last anniversary in 2015. He was born on December 17, 1932, in
Rockville, Illinois to the late Thomas Braden Silcott Sr. and M. Virginia Norton Silcott. He is
preceded in death by the love of his life, his bride of 62 years, Janet Ann Kreis Silcott. He
is also preceded in death by many wonderful in-laws including Janet's parents, Howard
and Margaret Kreis, Bill Kirkpatrick, Neil and Mary Jean Cashen, Janice Silcott, Ted
Lewandowski and Linda Silcott. He deeply mourned the death too soon of his son-in-law,
Rich Mayo and nephew, John Kirkpatrick. Tom is survived by children, Cynthia Mayo
(Bernie Scanlon), Jim Silcott (Kathy Chen) , Suzanne (Randy) Ritter, Julie (Ray) Bogusz,
Timothy Silcott, Linda (Brad) Taylor; grandchildren, Timothy Mayo, Lauren (Michael
Doherty), Jason (Claire) Bogusz, Jennifer Mayo (Mark Skopin), Bethany (Brad) Acker,
Thomas Braden (Christine) Silcott, Steven (Julia) Bogusz, Christopher Mayo, Natalie
Ritter, Laura Taylor, Thomas Ritter, Shannon Taylor and Stephen Chang; greatgrandchildren, Brady, Luke and Callum Doherty, Emmeline, June and Lincoln Bogusz,
Caroline, Kate and James Acker, Charlie, Thomas and Olivia Silcott; brother, Edward
Norton Silcott; sister, Libby Lewandowski; sister-in-law, Carol (Bill) Allen; many nieces and
nephews.
Although born in Illinois, Tom grew up in his beloved Baltimore, Maryland, primarily in the
Catonsville area. He graduated high school from St. Paul's School where he excelled in
football, basketball, and baseball. He proudly enlisted in the Army where he served an 18month tour of duty in Korea during the war there, achieving the rank of Sergeant. He
graduated from the University of Baltimore and for a time worked for the Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Company. A career with Eastern Stainless Steel as a salesman moved him from
1963-1968 to Northport, New York where he and Janet and the children made many
friends. In 1968 another promotion took him to Columbus, Ohio.
In 1969 with partner, Jim Trueman, he purchased Deibel's Restaurant in German Village
(now Barcelona Restaurant). As general manager, he changed the image of Deibel's from

a sleepy tavern to one of the hot spots of the city. His lunch time all you can eat buffet for
$1.50 in the outdoor garden attracted a large crowd from downtown every day. His hiring
of Esther Craw, the diminutive accordion player and master of crowd participation, along
with a pair of old entertainers Max and Adolph, soon had lines waiting on the sidewalk to
get in the door on the weekends, especially after Ohio State football games which used to
always be played on Saturday afternoons.
He hired his wife, all his children, their girlfriends and boyfriends who stayed long after the
relationships had ended, their eventual spouses, his neighbors who were between jobs, a
good portion of kids and adults from the south side of Columbus, and Ohio State students
and professors. Anyone who needed a job found a home at Deibel's.
In later years he owned Costello's Pub in Victorian Village and was Co-owner of Caterer's
Three Catering company. He was the general manager of the Mid-Ohio Racetrack,
founder of Westinghouse Home Security Systems, a tour guide for school trips with
Prodigy Student Travel, and a substitute teacher for Bishop Hartley and Bishop Watterson
High Schools where he also served in both schools as varsity and freshman golf coach.
He was a proud 50-year summer renter at Fenwick Island, Delaware where he gathered
with family and friends every summer for crabs, sun and surf.
Tom and Janet were active members of Our Lady of Victory Parish until Janet's passing in
2015.
His family will receive friends on Thursday, April 22, 2021, from 4-7 p.m., at
SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST, 1740 Zollinger Road. A Mass of Christian Burial, 10 a.m.
Friday, April 23 at Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. Dominion Blvd. with the Rev. Msgr.
John Cody Presider, assisted by Pastor Rev. Sean Dooley (Masks required at both
venues). Burial to follow, St. Joseph Cemetery, Lockbourne.
In tribute to Tom go out and support a local restaurant with dine in or carry-out. They have
been hit hard by the pandemic and need our support. Tell them Tom Silcott sent you! To
sign Tom's online guest book or to share a special memory, please visit http://www.schoed
inger.com .
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Comments

“

Please be assured of our love and prayers
Deacon Frank and Peggy Iannarino and family

Deacon Frank Iannarino - April 22 at 05:42 PM

“

Almost 50 years ago, Tom opened Deibels for our wedding reception. That May day
was lovely and my bridal dance paid for the reception, so said Tom as he handed
most of it back when we returned from our honeymoon to Cincinnati. Tom and Janet
always made us feel special and yes Deibels was a family gathering place. We will
always remember their warmth and generosity .for the almost 20 years we spent in
German Village. Steve & Elayne Gunder.

Elayne Gunder - April 22 at 04:06 PM

“

Love, Tom and Jen Silcott and family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum
for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

Love, Tom and Jen Silcott and family - April 22 at 03:45 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden
Silcott Jr..

April 22 at 05:37 AM

“

Love, Dave, Julie & family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

Love, Dave, Julie & family - April 21 at 06:36 PM

“

Your Friends at the Eubie Blake Center purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the
family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

Your Friends at the Eubie Blake Center - April 20 at 09:16 PM

“

Cindy we were in HS together. I am so sorry for the loss of your father. Not many of
us are so lucky to have parents at our young age. God bless you and your family
during these difficult times.

becky burton - April 20 at 08:59 PM

“

Back to the 70's: Silk and Janet were old friends since High School in 'Balmore'. We
both left B. and settled in the mid-west. I was with Montgomery Ward and moved 9
times in my first 11 years. It was when I was in Green Bay that my family decided to
visit Ocean City MD. We had 5 kids and divided the trip into 2 days and stayed
overnight in Ohio with Silk and Janet and got treated to a trip to their salon, pop corn
and all; both ways. We did it 2 years in a row! We talked about the trip many years. i
will be sure to call my kids and remember Silk and Janet to them. Janet and Silk and
Janet's sister have been in my prayer list for many years. Today is their day til we
meet again.

Ronald W Phillips - April 20 at 08:39 AM

“

May the angels lead him into paradise and the saints come out and welcome him to
guide him to the Holy City the new and eternal Jerusalem. Prayers and condolences
to the family

Les Niemeyer - April 19 at 03:30 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 19 at 08:19 AM

“

Jim and family, I was sorry to hear of your dad’s passing. Many prayers for you and
your families. I’m sure he’s in heaven dancing with your mother!
Peace and love,
Lucy (Eichner) Rains

Lucy Rains - April 18 at 04:08 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 18 at 03:49 PM

“

We sincerely extend our deepest condolences to the Silcott family for the loss of their
beloved patriarch. Braden and Jim, ours thoughts, prayers and good wishes are with
you.
Love, Rich, Nora, Patrick and Caitlin

Nora Cline - April 18 at 02:44 PM

“

Love, Gerri, Wayne, Catherine, John, John and Amy purchased the Beautiful
Dreams for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

Love, Gerri, Wayne, Catherine, John, John and Amy - April 18 at 12:25 PM

“

Prayers and thoughts to Jim and all of the Silcott family, on the passing of such a
great man. Tom is surely in Heaven, serving meals, entertaining and making all of the
Angels happy. May he rest in God's loving embrace, just as your Angel Tom watches
over all of you. God Bless
Linda Cherry

Linda Cherry - April 18 at 12:20 PM

“

Jim I was so sorry to see that your dad had passed. I remember those college years
playing softball and stopping at Deibels after to have a beer. I met my wife Linda at
your Christmas party there. I will keep you and your family in my prayers.

Tim Rathburn - April 18 at 11:12 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 18 at 10:38 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 17 at 06:40 PM

“

Mr. Tom was able to create a family with the people he so lovingly employed at
Deibel’s. Many of us still stay in touch and have been friends through thick and thin
due to the wonderful environment Mr. Silcott created at Deibel’s. He always had a
smile and his arms were always open for hug. He was an incredible human being
and he definitely made the world a better place
Love and hugs to the entire Silcott family.
Tracy McSweeney Morgan

Tracy Morgan - April 17 at 03:04 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 17 at 01:26 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Thomas Braden Silcott Jr..

April 17 at 01:24 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Tom. He was a one in million guy
who embraced life in as many capacities as could fulfill his enormous volume of
knowledge and interests.
Tom improved our world in the best way possible and no greater tribute could be
paid. He was a true gentleman of the highest order and will be greatly missed.
Mary and Angelo Rossi,
Charleston, SC

Mary and Angelo Rossi - April 17 at 01:15 PM

“

I had the absolute pleasure to "know" Tom at two different times in my professional
life, both by chance. My first job at an independent school was as Director of Alumni
Relations at St. Paul's School for Boys where I met this warm, kind alumnus who
helped the school in so many ways and was tickled to learn I grew up in Columbus
and graduated from Columbus Academy. Then about 15 years later and while
working for Columbus Academy, I chaperoned an 8th grade trip to DC and Tom was
our guide from Prodigy Student Tours. The kids loved him, and his warmth and
kindness were still evident. It was on this trip I learned he was Suzanne Ritter's
father, who I have been fortunate to work with at CA for 20 years. What a lovely man,
and what an amazing legacy his life leaves us all with the many ways he served
others and our communities. My best to all of Tom's family at this time. May you find
comfort together in remembering what are sure to be countless warm moments spent
with Tom.
Erich Hunker

Erich Hunker - April 17 at 11:29 AM

“

We always enjoyed Tom on our Fenwick vacations. Such a wonderful and interesting
man. Harold always looked forward to his chats with Tom. Sorely missed

Dorothy Swallow - April 17 at 11:15 AM

“

Stacy Nockowitz purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Thomas
Braden Silcott Jr..

Stacy Nockowitz - April 17 at 10:37 AM

