Thomas Huston Hardy
October 8, 1948 - December 25, 2017

Thomas Huston Hardy, 69, passed away on Monday, December 25, 2017, at Riverside
Methodist Hospital. Thomas was born October 8, 1948, in Lima, Ohio, to Robert and Alice
(Huston) Hardy. He graduated from Canton Central Catholic High School in 1966 and the
Ohio State University in 1971 with a degree in journalism. He was a proud member of the
Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. On July 10, 1971, he married his high school sweetheart, Melissa
Bow. Thomas spent several years working in the United States Congress for the
Committee on House Appropriations. Upon his return to Ohio to raise a family, he worked
for the insurance companies New York Life and Nationwide before joining the Independent
Insurance Agents of Ohio in public relations, where he would progress and proudly serve
as CEO for the next 30 years, a position from which he retired in 2006. Thomas was an
avid golfer and loved to spend time with his family and friends; he also enjoyed
memberships at the Golf Club and Scioto Country Club. Thomas was a family man who
loved his family fiercely. He is survived by his wife, Melissa, and two sons, Thomas Huston
Hardy II (Jennifer) and Andrew Christian (Maggie); four grandchildren, Charlotte, Alice,
Patrick, and Sydney; his brother Robert (Tonya) of Malibu, California, and sister Christine
Wagner (Jake) of Dallas, Texas; as well as his favorite mother-in-law, Rita Bow of Bonita
Springs, Florida. He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Alice. Calling
hours will be held on Saturday January 13, 2018, from 2-6pm at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, Ohio. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to the Alzheimer's Association, Central Ohio
Chapter, 1379 Dublin Rd., Columbus, Ohio 43215. To share memories or condolences,
please visit www.schoedinger.com.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 06:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - January 09, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

Missy- So sorry about your loss. Hope you and your boys are able to reflect on all the
good times and those memories will bring you comfort during this difficult time. A
recent surgery and weather conditions kept me from being able to attend the calling
hours, but my thoughts have been with you ever since I got the word. The photo
tribute brought back so many good memories. We will always remember you and
Tom fondly and wish you, Bo, & Andy great joy as you celebrate his life.
Mike & Pam Steiner

Michael S Steiner - January 13, 2018 at 02:53 PM

“

We were in the CCHS band for four years with Tom. He was a lot of fun. He always
had a big smile for everyone. Our deepest sympathy to the family. Bill and Mary Pat
Noll. Evansville, IN

Bill Noll - January 05, 2018 at 06:14 PM

“

As a young man I was intimidated as hell by Mr. Hardy. But when we would talk
about his Bose sound system… We found a common ground. He was an extremely
nice man and a gentleman to his sons friends. And when they had the block party… I
believe whether it’s acknowledged offically or not he was the chairman. Condolences
to the family.

Tommy Gallo - January 04, 2018 at 12:09 AM

“

I had such great memories growing up at Tom and Missy’s house. He was a great
man with a very kind heart. I will never forget Spending spring break in Ft. Meyers
and Tom and Missy’s 25th wedding anniversary at Scioto. Such great times:
Mike Dusseau

mike dusseau - January 03, 2018 at 07:42 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Thomas Huston Hardy.

January 03, 2018 at 09:29 AM

“

Missy and family... words escape me as Peggy and I learned of Tom's passing. I
know our lives were richly blessed because our paths crossed those many years
ago. I recall this nice young man by the name of "Tom" Hardy that joined IIAAO, and
watched him grow. As President of the Association when Doug Avery resigned, the
choice for his successor fell upon my shoulders. I recall reading so many resumes of
people who applied for the job, and the one that stood out the most was Tom's. For
you see, Tom put on his resume, that he was an "Eagle Scout", and having been
associated with Scouting for many years, I was aware that at that time, less than 2%
of the boys that join Scouting ever achieve the rank of "Eagle". I knee then he was a
winner! I told Jake Hagood (my V. Pres) that "Tom" was the man for the job. Jake
and I interviewed Tom (only once, as we knew him) in Bellfountaine's only motel at
that time, and later offered him the job. I am so proud of his accomplishments, which
are many. Not all of them were Association related, he was so proud of his wife and
the boys, and every time I would meet with him in the following years, Tom always
related his love and affection for you Missy and those boys. I wish I had known Tom
was ill, I would have made a trip down to see him (was not aware you were in
Columbus, Peggy and I thought you were in Florida, somewhere), but please accept
our deepest sympathy and to you and the family, thank you ever so much for having
shared Tom's life with the rest of us...I know I will treasure them. May God be with
you at this time.... I know the wonderful memories will sustain you as you travel down
a different path of life....
Your friends Peggy and Chuck

Chuck Lyon - January 02, 2018 at 03:29 PM

“

Missy and Family, I am so sorry for your loss. I was shocked when my brother, Ed Avery,
called to let me know this morning. You and I met a number of times as I worked for my
Dad at IIAAO between 1975 and 1980. I remember when Tom was hired and liked him right
away. Tom and I worked together when Dad started the E&O program for members of the
Association. Tom spoke frequently of you and your boys and shared funny “little kid”
stories. It was right before I became a mother or I would have had funny stories for him,

too.
Please accept my sympathies. I will remember you and your family in my prayers and ask
for God’s comfort and peace for you all.
Most sincerely,
Gail Avery Keller
Gail Keller - January 03, 2018 at 01:30 PM

