Thaddeus John O'Brien
May 10, 1931 - February 12, 2021

Thaddeus John O’Brien, 89, died peacefully on Friday, February 12, 2021, at home in
Bexley, Ohio, surrounded by his family.
Thaddeus was born May 10, 1931 in Buffalo, NY to Eugene and Viola (Deluhery) O’Brien
and was an older brother to Alice (O’Brien) Evans. He left home at 14 to enter the
seminary to become a priest. He studied at Mount Carmel College, in Niagara Falls,
Ontario and then studied at the Carmelite novitiate in New Baltimore, PA, where he took
vows in the Carmelite Order in 1950. He studied liturgical music at Manhattanville College
in Purchase, NY and got his Masters and Ph.D. in psychology from the University of
Chicago. During his time as a priest he taught high school. He was also principal at Mount
Carmel High School in Chicago and was the Associate Superintendent of the Catholic
schools in Chicago, IL.
When he left the priesthood at 38, he became an industrial psychologist. His consulting
firm, O’Brien & Associates, worked in nearly every major business sector but focused on
health care and succession planning with closely held family businesses. He advised
CEOs on hiring key roles, building stronger cultures and creating long term strategic
plans. Thaddeus also served on a number of civic, hospital and professional service
boards including the Quality of Care Committee and HR Committee at Ohio Health. He
was one of the founding members of the Conway Family Business Center in Columbus,
Ohio. He was a member of the American Psychological Association, The National
Association of Sports Psychologists, and The American Society of Clinical Hypnosis.
He never really retired but slowed down later in his life to focus on cooking, spy novels,
cheering on the Lady Buckeyes basketball team and watching every Cleveland Indians
game.
He was in the choir at Holy Name Roman Catholic Church, where he started a Gregorian
Chant group, and was an active member of Christ the King in Bexley.

Thaddeus was a beloved husband to Sharon O’Brien, who he was with for 34 years. He
was a loving father to Brendan (Britann O’Brien), Mollie O’Brien (Marco Ramirez), Luke
(Erin O’Brien), Dina (Scott Heise), Scott Hacker (Beth Hacker) and Katie Lennon, who
may as well be one of his kids. He was the proud grandfather to Elliot, Charlie, Cameron,
Sara, Ella, James, Lucy, Rowan, Fionnola and adopted grandpa to Joseph and Harry.
If you met him he would tell you none of these facts. He would pay attention to you, ask
about your life, and he’d listen to you. He was a man of such quiet charisma that people
who met him, even briefly, would ask about him years later. Many people thought of
Thaddeus as a father figure who lent a non-judgmental ear and gave kind, incisive advice,
and mentorship.
Recently he wrote to a friend regarding death, but his words could be speaking to us now:
“There are no words to transform sudden, unexpected death and the sorrow that engulfs
it. All of life ends incomplete, unfinished - with things still to be said that won’t get said and
deeds contemplated that will never get done. I wish there was something I could say or do
that could reach beyond your loneliness to give comfort, but I know that is not possible.
Empathy sometimes makes us mute and incapable of useful expression.”
This week there will be a private service for family. A larger celebration of his life will
happen later in the spring.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to Catholic Social Services, 197 East Gay Street,
Columbus Ohio 43215. (614) 221-5891; https://colscss.thankyou4caring.org/ Care entrust
ed to SCHOEDINGER FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICE, WORTHINGTON.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - February 16 at 01:36 PM

“

Friends - you can check out some fun photos of my dad’s life starting 50 seconds in on this
video.
Mollie - February 16 at 03:23 PM

“

Accelerated Laboratory Logistics is a member of the Conway Center and would like to
extend heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Thaddeus John O'Brien. May you
find comfort in the many memories and may he rest in heavenly peace.
Todd Wilson - February 16 at 04:30 PM

“

Wonderful photos! Thank you for sharing. Thad impacted a lot of people in his life - most
importantly his family, as these pictures show. My condolences.
Jill Hofmans - February 16 at 06:33 PM

“

What a lovely tribute to a life that was clearly so full of love. May those memories bring you
peace and comfort.
Erin Doppes - February 16 at 08:28 PM

“

I am so sorry. Thaddeus was one of the kindest men I have ever met. My heart goes out to
Sharon and all family members. Sending love and prayers.
Katie Corbett Cyr - February 16 at 09:11 PM

“

Sharon, I just saw Thad’s obit in the Catholic Times. I worked with him at Riverside, he
worked with me on the resident retreats. I learned so much from him, & have such great
memories. You and your family have my deepest sympathy. Eternal rest Thad!
Jeri O’Donnell - March 01 at 03:47 PM

“

Thaddeus was truly wonderful. I am so glad our paths crossed and from the tributes I can
tell how much he meant to so many. Our prayers are with Sharon and the family. Thank you
for sharing the wonderful pictures!
Frederick Kuehn - March 17 at 09:33 AM

“

Greetings,
I remember Thaddeus from his time as principal at Mt Carmel. He was a very
inspirational speaker and seemed to really care about the school and each
individual. He was a great role model for us all.
Wishing his family and friends consolation during this difficult time of loss.
Sincerely,
Tim

T Porcelli - June 17 at 11:44 AM

“

I can remember playing touch football during my freshman year with Father OB (as
we called him) on Rainbow Beach fields on Fridays after school. He was such a
competitor, he did not care to lose, we enjoyed those games so much. He was truly a
wonderful human being.
Bob Stefaniak
class of '67

Bob Stefaniak - April 01 at 02:30 PM

“

I did not know him but was so inspired by his obituary and the quote of his words
regarding death that I had to let you know. So he has even impacted me, someone
who never knew him. Peace to the family and eternal rest unto his soul.
Ann Flaherty, Columbus, Ohio

Ann Flaherty - March 10 at 05:19 PM

“

When I was young (grade school age), Thaddeus (Jackie to us) had to rate the
current movies for the Catholic diocese. I was so excited when it was my turn for him
to take someone with him to the movies. I think they were my first movies. He was
the most caring, peaceful and warm person I knew. His smile always lite up the room
and made the entire day better. I am attaching another picture from our last Florida
cousin get together in 2019. The smiles on both Jackie and Sharon just glow.
To Sharon, hoping all the beautiful memories shared here and your memories help to
get you thorough this difficult time.
Love from all the family,
Karen C.

Karen Callocchia - February 22 at 01:37 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Karen Callocchia - February 22 at 01:28 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Joanne Adams - February 22 at 12:26 PM

“

Prayers and condolences to the O'Brien Family. I remember him for my high school
years at Mt. Carmel(Chicago), he was the Principal during my first 3 years. When our
freshman mid year grades and ranking came out, he paused by our locker and
congratulated my locker partner and I our grades and class ranks. We had never
formally met him one on one before that. I think he could name the entire student
body by their first names. He was one the dynamic teachers we had the good
fortunate of having during those Carmel years, May Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Pray for
him and hid Family.
Abe Gomez - Class 67

Abe Gomez - February 22 at 08:37 AM

“

Dear Sharon,
Please accept my heartfelt sympathy for the loss of your dear Thaddeus. He spoke
with such love about you and your beautiful family. I am one of many who were
blessed to have worked with Thaddeus over the years. He was a trusted friend and
mentor to me. To this day, I keep a reflection he gave me on my desk as a reminder
of him and his guidance. I could always count on his unconditional support and
giving spirit. Thaddeus had a gift for reaching out during the most challenging
moments to listen, pray, and offer perfect advice. He made a difference in my life and
will always be a cherished mentor. I hope you find peace through your memories of
Thaddeus.
Sincerely, Kristin McManmon

Kristin McManmon - February 21 at 11:05 AM

“

I knew Thad during the 1980s when he was consulting for Huntington and later for
Riverside Hospital. We became good friends. He was a very special friend. My
condolences to his family.
Virgil Early (North Carolina)

Virgil Early - February 19 at 03:31 PM

“

RIP

Jack Gorman, JCHS - February 18 at 08:35 PM

“

Sam and I send our condolences to the family during this time of grief. God bless and
keep you all.
Mary Buchanan Moore

Mary B. Moore - February 18 at 07:10 PM

“

We were blessed to meet Thaddeus O'Brien and his family. Ed Miggins

Edward Miggins - February 17 at 10:29 PM

“

Such a wonderful man, and miss his lovely wife Sharon...they drove me to the
hospital over 15 years ago with my first born. Stayed with me until my husband got
there. Such awesome neighbors. Love to your family. Elizabeth Hamrick

Elizabeth Hamrick - February 17 at 01:22 PM

“

Dear Sharon, Please accept my sincere condolences at the loss of your wonderful
husband. May your countless happy memories of him comfort you now and always.

Marianne Lannan - February 17 at 11:09 AM

“

Sharon, keeping you in our thoughts at this sad time...Gary Lewis

Gary Lewis - February 17 at 09:39 AM

“

23 files added to the album Memories Album

Mollie - February 16 at 05:34 PM

“

I will never forget the impact Thaddeus had on me. His mentorship and guidance
helped me grow as a new leader at OhioHealth. I always took a notebook whenever I
met with him and he usually handed me an article along with a host of other things
for me to think about until our next meeting. He always seemed to have a handle on
what was happening even if we hadn't met for an extended period of time. I know his
impact was far and wide and I am blessed for having spent time with him. My
thoughts and prayers are with the family.
All the best,
Matt

Matt Crill - February 16 at 03:49 PM

“

Keeping your family in my thoughts and prayers. It is an honor to serve you at this
time.

Todd M Hurley - February 16 at 03:38 PM

“

Thaddeus shared his wisdom and keen insight to help us through more than a few
tricky conundrums. His warmth and humor offered an approachable side to a man of
such enormous talent. Our heartfelt condolences to to his family and friends. We are
grateful to have had the privilege to work with him through the Conway Center.

Mimi McCann - February 16 at 01:07 PM

“

Thaddeus was such a thoughtful and passionate teacher. He lead our "Next Gen"
peer group with The Conway Center for Family Business where he always stressed
the soft tissue, nuanced parts to leadership. He invited us into his home - where we
sat around his dining room table - and learned from him and one another. I'll miss
seeing and learning from him.
-Therese, 5 Star Staffing

therese - February 16 at 01:04 PM

“

Very sad to of heard. I was grateful to benefit from Mr. O'Brien's wisdom through the
Conway Center. Even though our interactions were relatively few, he immediately
struck me as a well that ran deep. I carried high anticipation of the next opportunity to
interact. My deepest condolences.

Rich Collins - February 16 at 12:57 PM

“

So sad to hear of this. The obituary was spot on regarding this man. What a terrific
person to have met even though it was only a few times a year. Many thanks for all
his help and support for the Conway Family Business Center. He will be missed by
many.

Steve Conway - February 16 at 12:37 PM

“

Thaddeus was a wonderful mentor and friend - Im so sorry to hear of his passing

Jenny Jarvis - February 16 at 12:21 PM

“

A wonderful man, who was an inspiration to many of us. He will be missed.

Ellen Grinsfelder - February 16 at 09:58 AM

“

Sharon
We are incredibly sad to hear of Thaddeus passing. Thaddeus was un-judgemental,
thoughtful, positive, his approach to everyone was one of love and kindness. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
With much fondness and sorrow,
Marilyn and Jim Vutech

Marilyn Vutech - February 15 at 07:25 PM

“

Sharon and family,
I was saddened to learn of Thad’s death. He was a warm and insightful advisor, and
was a skilled source of sage advice throughout my time at OhioHealth. Thad was a
master at shaping behavior not judging it, and I remember his sense of humor very
well. My sincere condolences to your family. He will be missed.

With Sympathy, Colleen Pero
Colleen Pero - February 15 at 05:23 PM

“

Thaddeus was a wonderful friend and mentor whose wisdom and guidance I will
always cherish. He spoke so often about all his family during our meetings, and
always with so much pride and love. We also often spoke about his enthusiasm for
the OSU women's basketball team, our shared Catholic faith, and his beautiful home
in Bexley as he gently helped me navigate my business issues. Thaddeus was
genuinely one of the greatest people I have ever come across in my life. A couple of
years ago, we shared some significant health challenges at the same time, and when
we met up for coffee, her managed to find a way to make sure we laughed about it
together. The gifts Thaddeus shared, including his wisdom, guidance and grace were truly an inspiration. I always looked forward to seeing him and learning his
perspective on things. I will miss him tremendously.
In deepest sympathy, Laura Daly & Family

Laura Daly - February 15 at 04:06 PM

“

Sharon and family, my most sincere condolence on your loss. Thaddeus was a light
at Holy Name, and I enjoyed every moment I shared with him. His kind, dry humor
was often a godsend. I missed him after his move to Sacred Heart , where , I am
sure, he made new friends. Please share with me the information of the springtime
memorial when it is finalized. . Nora.leary@ Gmail

Nora Leary - February 15 at 03:16 PM

