Sylvia Lynn Gillis
September 11, 1954 - May 17, 2020

Sylvia Lynn Gillis, beloved wife, mother, daughter, sister and friend passed away,
peacefully in her home, on Sunday, May 17, 2020 after a seven year battle with pancreatic
cancer. Sylvia will be remembered for how much she loved her family, her compassion
and generosity toward her friends, and also for her toughness and tenacity of spirit.
Sylvia was born in San Benito, Texas on September 11, 1954. Growing up, Sylvia and her
family moved all over the world, including a stop in Germany for high school, due to her
father's Air Force career. They eventually settled in Flagstaff, AZ, the place she would
always call home.
She graduated from Northern Arizona University in 1975, completed a Masters in Art
History at the University of Washington and earned her JD, graduating with honors from
the Ohio State University Law School in 1989. Sylvia was a member of Bricker and Eckler
LLC for the tenure of her legal career, starting as a legal assistant and ending as a full
time partner. She was most proud of the relationships she formed with clients and how her
work as a construction attorney helped people. Ahead of her time, she was also a
trailblazer for working parents, becoming the firm's first part time partner before
transitioning to a full time role.
Sylvia loved the Southwest, and loved to travel with friends - sightseeing in Europe,
cheering for Notre Dame or Navy at sporting events (her tailgates were legendary), or
exploring National Parks. Indefatigable, she hiked the Grand Canyon, rim to rim to rim,
during a break from chemotherapy. She also had a killer golf swing and a passion for art
and architecture. As much as she loved her adventures she was also content to be home,
curled up with a good book, watching westerns with her husband or hosting a fun dinner
with friends. Sylvia knew life was a blessing and was determined to "live her dash" and get
the most out of every minute.
Sylvia will be deeply and profoundly missed by her loving husband of 43 years, Eric J.
Tarbox; daughter Rachel (Charles Duron) Tarbox; son John Tarbox; parents Robert W.

and Juanita Gillis; sister Ginette (Scott) Wooldridge; brother John Gillis; nephews Robert
and James Wooldridge; and numerous friends and work colleagues. She is preceded in
death by her brother Robert Gillis. Family will receive friends from 4-8:00pm on Friday,
May 22, 2020 at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road,
Columbus, Ohio 43221. Guests are respectfully asked to wear masks and attendance will
be monitored to ensure safety for everyone attending. A Private Memorial Mass will be
held the next day at St. Agatha Catholic Church. The family requests that in lieu of
flowers, friends honor Sylvia's memory by making a donation to support Dr. Bekaii-Saab's
Pancreatic Cancer Research at the Mayo Clinic, 13400 E. Shea Blvd, Scottsdale, Arizona
85259 or https://philanthropy.mayoclinic.org/donateMC. Please visit http://www.schoeding
er.com to share memories and condolences.
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1 file added to the album Memories Album

Roger Edson - February 18 at 01:21 AM

“

“

To my friend for over 50 years...
Roger Edson - February 18 at 01:22 AM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Sylvia Lynn Gillis.

May 28, 2020 at 02:18 PM

“

I am so deeply sad. I worked with Sylvia on and off for over 20 years as a public
library fiscal officer. Sylvia had a wonderful mix of intelligence, dedication and
compassion. She was brilliant and would respond promptly at all hours - especially
when we faced deadlines. Sylvia had a quest for knowledge and was eager to learn
ways to accomplish sometimes difficult situations. I personally felt reassured to have
her working on projects that I was involved in both in UA and Grandview. Sylvia
wasn't all business. She enjoyed hearing about my family - and shared wonderful
memories of times with her children. You could see how proud she was of them. I will
miss our conversations. Sylvia was a special person. She will truly be missed. My
deepest sympathy to her family.

Terri McKeown - May 28, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Sylvia was one of the most caring, loving, and fun mothers I knew! And boy, did she
love supporting her children and rocking Naval Academy swag every time I saw her!
She was a godsend for rachel and I on our deployment sending the best care
packages to help get us through underway life, to include the BEST SNACKS.
Despite all the trials and long years of fighting, she was the light for so many. She
holds a special place in my heart and I am so very lucky and proud to have known
her. We need more Sylvias in this world...thanks for gracing us all with your amazing
spirit and love.

Katie Stewart - May 25, 2020 at 07:28 PM

“

So very saddened by her passing.
Sylvia was wonderful to work with and always available for my clients.
She was always a joy to chat with and very grounded, exceptional person!
My condolences to her family.

Kevin Harrison - May 24, 2020 at 03:53 PM

“

Please accept my deepest condolences. I had the privilege of working with Sylvia for
almost 30 years. She was just a great person and lawyer. I'm glad that I was able to
know such a wonderful person. She will be missed.
Steve Odum

Steve Odum - May 22, 2020 at 09:42 AM

“

Sylvia was the Best of the Best. The One Billion Dollar Women. I say that somewhat
in jest, but also in reality. Sylvia was the construction attorney for more school
construction projects than any other attorney in the State of Ohio - One Billion Dollars
in projects at the least.
Today we have so many people whose ego far exceeds their intellect. Not so with
Sylvia. In spite of her high intellect, Sylvia had no domineering ego. She was
grounded, always displaying a quiet confidence. Clients trusted her and she
consistently rewarded that trust with excellent work.
Sylvia was the consummate team player - totally reliable, always available. If you
needed help for a project, Sylvia was there to help, no excuses, and you had
absolute confidence that she would get the job done on time and right.
My heartfelt condolences to Eric, Rachel, and John.

Mike Holman
Mike Holman - May 22, 2020 at 08:25 AM

“

Sylvia was truly one of the sweetest people we have ever known and we are thankful
she was a part of our lives Bill and Jean Fealko

Bill Fealko - May 22, 2020 at 08:17 AM

“

We are saddened to lose a good friend and neighbor. Sylvia’s friendly smile and
kindness will be greatly missed. We send our deepest sympathy to Eric, Rachel and
John.
In Sylvia’s memory we will be making a donation to Dr, Bekaii - Saab’s research at
Mayo Clinic in Arizona.
Doug and Margaret Dickson

Margaret Dickson - May 21, 2020 at 10:12 PM

“

I want to express my sincere sympathy to the family of Sylvia. On behalf of my
husband Kurt Tunnell and I we value our friendship with Sylvia and all that she
contributed to Bricker. She was a very positive light for many.

julie tunnell - May 21, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Schoedinger Funeral Service - May 21, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Our deepest condolences to Eric and her whole family. Happy to see she maintained
her spirit t all the way through the long fight. Take care of each other - some the
hardest days are ahead.
Pete, Sandy and Rachel Schifferle

Peter Schifferle - May 20, 2020 at 03:17 PM

“

Jerry and I send our condolences

Jerry and Karen Fadley - May 20, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the family of Sylvia Gillis. I was an employee of Bricker
beginning in 1986 and met Sylvia shortly after she joined the firm. She was very kind
to all. Sylvia was an excellent lawyer and effective advocate for her clients. Our
deepest sympathies. Frank J. Reed, Jr.

Frank Reed - May 20, 2020 at 08:18 AM

“

I am saddened that we have lost a dear friend. She was a remarkable person and
friend to everyone. She practiced kindness above all. She lived large, and had more
energy than anyone in the room. She will be missed. Charlotte
Patin

Charlotte Patin - May 19, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear the news about Sylvia's passing. She was a wonderful
person and an amazing attorney. I worked with Sylvia many years in my positions in
several libraries, and we didn't only talk business -- she also found time to talk with
me about her family. I will dearly miss her. My prayers are with you all -- and please
know that she was so respected by many of us in public libraries - and we will truly
miss her wonderful advice and guidance.

Kelly K - May 19, 2020 at 09:27 PM

