Steven Paul Krakoff
October 25, 1955 - October 16, 2017

Steven Paul Krakoff, age 61, died October 16, 2017 after fighting a short but courageous
battle with a very aggressive cancer. He is preceded in death by his father Kenneth
Krakoff. Steve is survived by his mother, Corinne Krakoff of Toledo, Ohio; wife of 27 years
Diane; daughters Kathryn and Sarah; brother David (Lorna); uncle Irwin Krakoff
(Rosemary Mackey) and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. Steve graduated from
Whitmer High School in Toledo in 1973 and received a bachelor's degree of Urban
Planning from the University of Cincinnati in 1978 where he was a member of the Alpha
Epsilon Pi Fraternity. He obtained his Master of Business Administration degree from The
Ohio State University in 1983. He worked at Hillenbrand Industries in Batesville, IN as a
Marketing Manager and then was employed by Mount Carmel Health in the 1980s and
1990s in a variety of positions including Vice President, Regional Development and
Specialty Services. From 2000-2006 Steve was employed by The Ohio State University
Medical Center as Administrator. He directed the development of the medical center
master facility plan which included the Richard M. Ross Heart Hospital and the initial plans
for the siting and construction of the James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research
Institute. From 2008-present, Steve was employed by Bowling Green State University
where he was Vice President for Capital Planning and Campus Operations. He led the
planning and implementation of the largest building and renovation program in BGSU
history. He was a member of the President's Cabinet and had completed coursework for
his Ed.D in Leadership Studies and was working on his dissertation. Steve also
participated on committees that collaborated with the city of Bowling Green on various
projects. Steve loved his family, vacationing on Kiawah Island SC, and was an avid OSU
football fan. Calling hours are 4pm-7pm Sunday, October 22, 2017 at SCHOEDINGER
WORTHINGTON CHAPEL, 6699 High Street, Worthington, where a funeral service will be
held on Monday, October 23, 2017 at 10 am. Burial to follow at Resurrection Cemetery in
Lewis Center. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Bowling Green State
University Foundation, 132 Administration Building, Bowling Green, OH 43403, where
donations will fund the Steven P. Krakoff Scholarship to support BGSU students. A
Celebration of Steve's Life will take place at BGSU in the future.
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Comments

“

What a beautiful tribute to a wonderful man. My sincere condolences go out to his
family, my family. May your many great memories bring you peace and comfort.
With love, Judie Cook

Judie Cook - October 20, 2017 at 11:19 AM

“

Meus sentimentos David pelo seu irmão. Que Jesus o abençoe muito e sua família com a
paz e aceitação. Seu querido irmão está na gloria do Pai, nosso Deus.
Margareth Menezes amiga brasileira David - October 22, 2017 at 12:34 PM

“

I was Steven's 2nd cousin although due to circumstances, we never met. (My father,
who died when I was born, was Steven's mother's uncle Charlie Goldman).
This video was so nice. It was "Goldman 101" to me since I missed that half of my
family by growing up and living on the west coast. I AM in touch with David regularly,
although we only met once.
Steven led a full, rich life. It is very sad that it was cut so short.
My deepest condolences to the whole family. I wish I could have attended the
services for both Kenny and Steven.
Sincerely
Richard Kales (formerly Richard Goldman)
San Francisco, California

Richard Kales - October 25, 2017 at 10:54 AM

“

Steve was my next-door neighbor on Orchard Trail in Toledo, Ohio. What a nice, fun
guy! I cannot remember exactly when the Krakoffs moved in, but I can tell you that it
was before December 21, 1967. The reason why I know that is that this was the date
of the first human-to-human heart transplant, performed by Dr. Christiaan Barnard
and received by Louis Washkansky at the Groote Schuur Hospital in South Africa.
Steve had a transparent human body plastic model, with all the bones and vital
organs, which you could assemble and disassemble, and we performed the
Washkansky transplant many times at his house. I distinctly remember hearing The

Beatles "Hello, Goodbye" playing on the radio during the procedure....
We used to play basketball in the driveway and at Lincolnshire School, touch football
in our back yard, and we rode our five-speed bikes around the neighborhood and
sometimes all the way to the University of Toledo, pretending we were the British
Formula One drivers Jim Clark and Jackie Stewart, and sometimes A.J. Foyt.
And I remember the meticulous models of buildings he designed, built, and placed in
urban landscapes, surrounded by trees and streets and parking lots. These were not
models out of a kit. Steve used to buy just sheets of plastic and exacto knives, so he
would draft blueprints, cut these tiny shapes out of sheet plastic, and glue them all
together so that they actually looked like buildings set in natural landscaping. Really
impressive, creative stuff for a sixth-grader!
So when I read that Steve was the driving force in the BGSU master plan that
renovated legacy buildings and produced schools, residences, art centers and other
buildings, I had to smile and say: I am so glad that Steve was able to transform his
boyhood passion into such an amazing life's work. So few people truly get to realize
their dream, and though I am so very, very sad to learn of Steve's untimely passing, I
am deeply grateful that he was able to share his gift with so many, and to know that
his contributions will live on not only through his family but through the contributions
he made to so many others.
Dan Poneman
Dan Poneman - October 21, 2017 at 11:10 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Steven Paul Krakoff.

October 21, 2017 at 01:27 PM

“

Diane and family,
I am so very sorry for your loss. I remember attending your wedding at the Kelton
House and how happy you both were. Those MCMC days were a long time ago, and
how blessed you were to have found each other.
Colleen White

colleen griffin white - October 21, 2017 at 07:39 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Steven Paul Krakoff.

October 20, 2017 at 02:08 PM

“

Elizabeth Mess lit a candle in memory of Steven Paul Krakoff

Elizabeth Mess - October 20, 2017 at 12:39 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Steven Paul Krakoff.

October 20, 2017 at 10:07 AM

“

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc. purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Steven Paul Krakoff.

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc. - October 19, 2017 at 09:50 AM

“

Mount Carmel CDI purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family of Steven
Paul Krakoff.

Mount Carmel CDI - October 19, 2017 at 07:42 AM

“

Dear Krakoff Family,
I was a good friend of Steve's during his undergraduate college days (we were both
in the planning program at the same time). I think he was probably my closest friend
in that program. I met Diane once when she and Steve visited my husband and me in
the Bay Area, years ago. I saw Steve for lunch once maybe 8 or 9 years ago, too. It
was nice to reconnect then. I had no idea it was the last time.
Steve was an incredibly sweet person. He had an infectious smile, a self-deprecating
laugh, and a sharp, analytical mind. When I saw him in our late 50s, he really hadn't
changed much from age 18. He was always slightly satirical, upbeat, and fun to talk
to. I remember so much enjoying his positive nature and aura of lightness.
My deepest sympathies to Diane, Steve's mother, and his two daughters. He was
proud of you - even I heard about that!
Janet and Michael Smith-Heimer

Janet Smith-Heimer - October 18, 2017 at 09:19 PM

