Ruth H. DeVoe
June 30, 1930 - January 27, 2020

Ruth Houtzer DeVoe of Columbus, Ohio, died on January 27. She was born and raised in
Lima, Ohio, and was a graduate of Lima South High School. Ruth decided that nursing
was her passion, and she enrolled in the registered nursing program at Memorial Hospital
in Lima, where she graduated as president of her class in 1952 and scored the highest
grade in Ohio on the state of Ohio nursing final exam. Ruth briefly attended The Ohio
State University and had many good times with her friends at Alpha Delta Pi sorority. Ruth
left Ohio State and worked for TWA in Columbus for three years and then as a
stockbroker with John Kemper in Columbus. Ruth met the love of her life, Dean A. Devoe,
while in high school as Dean attended Lima Central High School. When Dean graduated
from Ohio State in June of 1953, they decided to marry in August of 1953 and had more
than 66 years of marital bliss. Ruth worked as an RN at Riverside Methodist Hospital
pysch ward for five years; then worked as an RN in a physician's office until retirement.
She was a docent at the Columbus Zoo and was a devoted animal lover. Ruth and Dean
enjoyed their retirement years together and made many trips to Hilton Head, SC. Ruth
was predeceased by her parents, John and Doris Houtzer of Lima, Ohio, and sister Betty
Houtzer Grady. Ruth is survived by her husband of 66 years, Dean A. Devoe; nieces,
Cynthia Grady and Robin Lynne; nephew, Jon Grady; and special friends, Linda Cosgray
and Tom Billman. Graveside services for the family will be held at 2 P.M. Wednesday,
February 5, 2020 at Union Cemetery by Pastor Tom Billman. Arrangements by
SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL. Condolences can be sent to
www.schoedinger.com.
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Comments

“

Dear Dean, Linda and Tom,
I'm so grateful for Aunt Ruthie's life and the happiness and love she shared with all of
us and the world through her words and deeds. She was an intelligent beauty and
irresistible! Her love of animals made her a wonderful zoo docent and she especially
had a whole-hearted love for her cats. May her journey into the unknown be filled
with grace and ease, love and light. I'm heartbroken to be unable to attend her
service with all of you. I'm leaving early Thursday morning for an out of town retreat
that I'm leading and could not find a way to make it possible. I'll be in my own
ceremony to honor her life at 2 pm on Wednesday from Winston Salem. Talk soon.
Love to you.
Robin

Robin Lynne - February 02, 2020 at 02:51 PM

“

From Cynthia, Jon and Robin purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Ruth H. Devoe.

From Cynthia, Jon and Robin - February 01, 2020 at 09:13 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you on the loss of your dear Ruthie. Blessings to
you,
Bill Judy

Bill Judy - January 30, 2020 at 11:08 AM

