Rose-Marie "Rody" Dilenschneider
May 23, 1933 - January 17, 2020

Rose-Marie "Rody" Dilenschneider, 86, passed away peacefully, surrounded by all her
family, on January 17, 2020. The seventh child of Ted and Anna Oppenheim of Coldwater,
Ohio, Rody was born in Lima, Ohio, on May 23, 1933. She is survived by her brother Rev.
Frank Oppenheim (S.J.), her sister Sr. Ramona Oppenheim (M.M.), her loving husband
John (Jack), her adoring children: Anne, John (Monica), Charles (Jamie), Joe (Ayano),
Ted, Frank (Michelle), Mary (Tim), David (Mary), Bob (Kathy), Rose (Mike), 24 wonderful
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
With a deep belief that education is essential for a progressive society, Rody graduated
from Saint Mary's College, Notre Dame, IN, in June 1954 (History, Secondary Education).
On September 11, 1954 she married the love of her life Jack and began teaching in the
Baltimore school system. In 1959, she and Jack moved to Upper Arlington, Ohio, where
she began a 30-year run teaching Sunday school at both St. Agatha Parish and the St.
Thomas More Newman Center. From 1964 through 1968, Rody served as the first
laywoman on the Diocesan Board of Education.
When Rody saw a need in her community, she found a way to address it. In 1968, she
created the summer Junior Great Books Program for the Upper Arlington community. She
directed it for 25 years, ultimately involving over 600 children every summer. Throughout
the 1960s and 70s she also led Adult Great Books programs. Rody was recognized for
her community work by a commendation from the City of Upper Arlington in 1976.
In 1980, while raising 10 children, Rody saw another need and became involved in the
literacy movement. While tutoring immigrants, she became certified by Laubach Literacy
Action as a tutor and trainer in both Basic Literacy and English as a Second Language
(ESL). With the Columbus Literacy Council, Rody eventually trained over 3,000 tutors,
composed workshops, and was selected to be on the Council's Board of Trustees from
1985-1991. She also developed and ran training programs for Laubach Literacy across
America and Canada. The materials she created are still used today.

In 1982, the Upper Arlington School District asked Rody to design, teach, and coordinate
a district-wide ESL program. Rody taught in the Upper Arlington Schools until 1998.
An avid supporter of the arts, Rody not only staged backyard Shakespearean plays but
also annually attended the Stratford and Shaw Festivals for over 40 years. She enjoyed
the opera and loved old movies. After an accident limited her upper arm mobility, she
continued to knit scarves and blankets for her children and grandchildren in their college
school colors. She believed all forms of art fulfilled the tenet "leave a place a little nicer
than you found it."
For her tireless work, Rody received multiple recognitions from the Columbus Literacy
Council and Laubach Literacy. Additionally, from 1986 and 2002 she received many
honors: City of Columbus Mayor's Award for Volunteer Service; Northwest Optimists'
Woman of the Year; J.C. Penny Community Leadership Award; Columbus Dispatch
Service Award; Columbus Metropolitan Library Celebration of Learning Award; Laubach
National Outstanding Trainers Award; Ohio Literacy Network Adult Literacy Service
Award; and, the Time Warner Vision in America Award.
In 2009, in recognition of more than 50 years of service, Rody received the Humanitas
Award from Saint Mary's College.
Her legacy extends beyond awards. It is seen in the thousands of lives she touched
through education, her 69-year love story with Jack, and the beautiful bond among her
children. She would advise us all to "each one, teach one" and to "love one another."
Visitation will be Friday, January 31, 4-7pm, SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL,
1740 Zollinger Rd., Columbus, OH 43221. A Celebration of Life Mass will be on Saturday,
February 1, Noon, St. Thomas More Newman Church, 64 W. Lane Ave., Columbus, OH
43201. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the John and Rose-Marie
Dilenschneider Great Books Fund at the Upper Arlington Education Foundation at 614487-5007 ext. 1120 or Alice@UAEducationFoundation.com
<mailto:Alice@UAEducationFoundation.com>.

Events
JAN
31

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger Funeral and Cremation Service - Northwest
1740 Zollinger Rd, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

FEB
1

Celebration of Life Mass

12:00PM

St. Thomas More Newman Center
64 W. Lane Ave., Columbus, OH, US, 43201

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Nancy Coderre - July 23 at 02:08 PM

“

I Have a Lifetime of Memories of Rody, One of my Mom's (Judy Coderre) best friends in the
1970s. She Changed the World around her, and always embraced everything. And Of
Course she had the Standard Question "What are you reading"... I dropped by in Upper
Arlington in 2017, and we had a wonderful chat. and I took this picture, You made a
wonderful difference Mrs. Dilenschneider.
Nancy - July 23 at 02:13 PM

“

Rody lived a wonderful impactful life. Her contributions were varied and meaningful
for many different persons and groups. When I became the Tremont principal way
back in 1972 she was there for me as a supporter and sometimes confidant. A
volunteer par excellent. She gave so many hours of devotion to Tremont, but then
she gave us plenty of students too. All 10 were not there when I started, but I
enjoyed several. Back in the day at the end of the school year we would have an
evening to honor the "last kid at Tremont" for the families that had more than one
who had attended. I still remember the fun we had when Rose, the last of the tribe,
left to go to Jones. I remember too the rear window of her car being mostly blocked
by the window stickers of the many colleges her kids attended.
It's hard to lose your mother at any age, but I know you relish the memories of your
wonderful lives with her. She was a special person. I extend my sympathy to the
whole family.
Phoebe Wienke
Former Tremont Principal

Phoebe Wienke - January 31 at 09:40 AM

“

With deepest and dearest sympathies - David, Angela, Aiden and Ada Oppenheim.
Aunt Rody always had the warmest smile, kindest heart and was a force for good in
this world. I know my father truly adored Aunt Rody, and I'm glad to know she is
reunited with him and everyone else up there in heaven.

David Oppenheim - January 30 at 02:19 PM

“

We extend our deepest sympathies- Ray, Michele, Regina, Martha, Tom, Vickie, Ted
& their father Thomas Raymond Maurer. God Bless.

Thomas R Maurer - January 28 at 05:28 PM

“

Joey, Ted, Rosie, and siblings: Your Mom was a second Mother to me during the
years I ran around with Joey and Ted in the 1980s. She was an amazing woman,
filled with energy and a calm centeredness simultaneously; and wisdom - lots of
gentle wisdom. I am so sorry about your loss. Joseph Murray (Oregon)

Joseph Murray - January 28 at 03:49 PM

“

I (Joe) grew up in St. Agatha's parish but did not really know Rody and Jack until we
met them at St. Thomse More Newman Center years ago. Rody always had a smile
on her face! She and Jack were such liberals and Democrats and we loved it. A
sweet couple! We are glad we knew Rody and, of course, Jack.
Peace,
Joe Gentilini and Leo Radel

Joseph Gentilini and Leo Radel - January 27 at 10:43 AM

“

Our friendship with Jack and Rody began in 1968 when we moved to Columbus. Our
paths crossed in many endeavors, including Newman Center, Literacy Council,
Judgeships and law practice. Rody was always a positive force for good. Our
condolences to Jack and the entire Dilenschneider clan. Bob and Mary Sidman

Robert Sidman - January 21 at 07:55 AM

“

“

Thank you, Bob and Mary. I know your friendship has meant so much to Mom and Dad.
Anne - January 22 at 12:02 AM

A wonderful person who clearly made a positive impact on many, many lives. Mrs.
Dilenschneider, and the Dilenschneider Family, are in my thoughts and prayers.

Andrew Baumann - January 20 at 09:23 PM

“
“

Thank you Andrew for the kind words. Frank Dilenschneider
Frank Dilenschneider - January 20 at 09:43 PM

Aunt Rody brought so much joy to her oldest sister, Marita particularly as they aged. I recall
my mother's glee at the prospect of a Sunday phone call with her...mother would chuckle
and say she'd set aside an hour as they had so much to discuss.
As a niece I was amazed how Aunt Rody took such an interest in my own growing family.
She knew the names of all.
She was a people person to the hilt, a ray of sunshine and touched the lives of many.
lynn flanagan - January 21 at 10:52 AM

“

Thank you, Lynn. Aunt Marita brought us so much joy, as well.
Anne - January 22 at 12:01 AM

“

I remember many of the children with great fondness. Rose and my daughter Becky
were friends through school in Arlington. What a great family led by a strong talented
caring woman of great faith. Rest In Peace.

patricia palmer miller - January 20 at 05:47 PM

“
“

“

Thank you so much!
Frank Dilenschneider - January 20 at 09:42 PM

Thank you Patricia! - Rose
Rose Dilenschneider Rozembajgier - January 21 at 11:28 AM

Diann Manley lit a candle in memory of Rose-Marie "Rody" Dilenschneider

Diann Manley - January 20 at 05:40 PM

“
“

Condolences to my friend Mary and her family. xo
Diann - January 20 at 05:42 PM

I have always been a big fan of Mr. and Mrs. Dilenschneider. When John and I were in high
school together back in the '70s, I spent a lot of time at the Dilenschneider household,
figuring they really wouldn't mind if another kid was part of the mix. Mrs. Dilenschneider
always had time for a kind word and a wry comment, even though she obviously had her
hands full with a very active household. She was a great person in every respect, and the
kind of smart, funny children who came out of the Dilenschneider household spoke
volumes about the kind of parents she and Mr. Dilenschneider were. Kish and I convey our
condolences to the Mr. Dilenschneider and the whole Dilenschneider clan, but also
celebrate a life well lived and a
special person who had an impact on many people inside and out of the family.
Robert Webner - January 21 at 08:15 AM

“

Thank you for your condolences, Bob. - John
John Dilenschneider - January 22 at 12:41 AM

