Rondel Brewster
November 27, 1941 - November 10, 2020

Rondel B. Brewster (Ron) passed away on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 with his
daughters by his bedside. Ron was born on November 27, 1941 to the late Robert Grant
and Ruby (Hankins) Brewster. He grew up on his beloved farm in Centerburg, Ohio where
he learned all about hard work and acquired his strong work ethic. Ron graduated from
Sparta High School in 1959, then went on to get his Bachelor's Degree in Education from
Ohio University in 1964. He landed his first teaching job at Kenton Junior High in Kenton,
Ohio and it was during this time in Kenton that he and his late wife Brooke, had their first
child Heather Renee. They moved to Columbus in 1968 when he took a teaching job at
Upper Arlington High School where he taught American History, Economics and
Psychology and later became the Director of the School's Driver's Education program. His
family grew in 1969 with the birth of his second daughter Jennifer Brooke and again in
1971 with the birth of his third daughter Melissa Ann. He obtained his Master's Degree in
Guidance and Counseling from Ball State University in 1973.
Throughout the years Ron developed a few hobbies including a love for flying and all
things aviation in the early 1980s. He got his private pilot's license and flew for the next
20+ years. He and Brooke were avid Charles Lindbergh collectors and traveled throughout
the U.S. to different Lindbergh conferences where they built their extensive collection. He
was a member of EAA and he and Brooke attended the EAA AirVenture event in
OshKosh, WI for many years. He created many wonderful memories for his family with
annual, week-long summer camping trips to Mohican State Park with an amazing group of
friends made during the time the family lived in Clintonville, some who are still close
friends today. He also enjoyed taking his family on summer vacations to his Aunt's place in
Myrtle Beach. He was known for capturing all of our life memories with lots of photos and
home videos.
After retiring from teaching in 1997 Ron picked up the game of golf and played in several
leagues over the years. Then, for about a year before he moved into assisted living in
2019, he carried out his love for history by volunteering every Thursday at Mott's Military
Museum.

Ron was a devoted husband and father and always provided for his family. He had a
gentle, compassionate soul and touched so many lives. Everyone that knew him enjoyed
his quick wit and puns that sometimes made sense and sometimes didn't make sense
such as "You can't dance and it's too wet to plow" or "But on the other hand…she wore a
glove." Or when someone would ask him what time it was he would say "you mean now?"
And our favorite was, when anyone told him he looked handsome he would say "I'm just
pretending." He also loved country music and blue grass music and always said "I liked
country before country wasn't cool."
Ron loved and adored his 11 grandchildren and was their biggest supporter by attending
as many of their sporting, choral and school events as he could. He was also a huge Ohio
State Buckeyes fan and he and Brooke got to attend the 1997 Rose Bowl when OSU
defeated Arizona State with a last-minute touchdown drive.
He was a member of Upper Arlington Lutheran Church and was active in a men's Bible
Study group. He accepted Christ into his life and was baptized in on May 1, 2010 by
Brooke's bedside just three days before she passed away.
Ron suffered from Dementia and in February of this year he was diagnosed with
Progressive Supranuclear Palsy. Four days before he passed, he got a positive test result
for COVID-19.
He is preceded in death by his loving and devoted wife of 46 years, Brooke; daughter
Jennifer; parents Grant and Ruby Brewster. Ron is survived by his daughters Heather
(Matt) Schaller of Lebanon, IN and Melissa (Kirby) Howard of Delaware, OH; his 11
Grandchildren: Mason (Maddy) Schaller, Reid Schaller, Laura (Luke) Smith, Isabelle,
Morgan II, Eleanor, Benjamin, Ruby Kate and Josiah Gierman; Keaton and Emmy
Howard. He is also survived by his two sisters, Sadie DeWeese and Kathy (Ron) Peters,
his best, 4-legged buddy Boomerang, many cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.
The family would like to thank Dee Morgan, his private care giver for the last year, for
caring for him as if he were her own Dad, First and Main of Lewis Center for the loving
care he received during his 11 months there, and Capital City Hospice for the amazing
and gentle end of life care he received.
In lieu of flowers the family asks for donations to be made in Ron's memory to Capital City
Hospice, 2800 Corporate Exchange Dr. #170, Columbus, OH 43231; First and Main of
Lewis Center's "Thirsty Thursday" fund, 8875 Green Meadows Drive, Lewis Center, OH

43035 (write "In Memory of Ron Brewster" on the memo line of your check), and/or Motts
Military Museum, 5075 S Hamilton Rd, Groveport, OH 43125.
Due to the Current COVID-19 situation the family has decided to cancel the public
visitation origionally planned for this weekend. A celebration of life will be held at a later
time.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 17, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

As a new teacher at UAHS, I was often encouraged and supported by the veterans,
one of whom was Ron Brewster. He was always kind and generous with his time and
advice. It was true professionals like Ron who made even the tough times that would
arise seem less stressful and easier to handle. Teachers like Ron are few and far
between these days.

Chris Swartz - November 19, 2020 at 07:28 AM

“

In the fall of 1964 I was a first year teacher at Kenton Jr. High. I met Ron and
Brooksie there and also Bill Schroer [who I married a year later]. We 2 couples spent
SO much time together!!! Ron and I taught social studies across the hall from each
other. The 4 of us went to ALL the Kenton games. On weekends we would watch
"Chiller Theater" on TV.
In 1968, Bill and I found new teaching jobs in Lancaster, and Ron and Brooksie
moved to Columbus where Ron got a job at Upper Arlington. Now the football games
we attended together were between the Golden Bears and Lancaster Golden Gales.
When Ron taught drivers ed., on Saturdays, occasionally, he would have his
students drive to our house, then instruct them to pull over, so he could go in and get
a drink of water!
My first and only flight in a small plane was when Ron came to Fairfield County
airport to share his new adventure with us.
After we both had families, we bought a pop-up camper just like the Brewsters. One
of the most fun weeks was when Brooksie invited me to join her and friends to a
"wives and kids" camping trip. I remember that Jenny showered my Stephanie with
attention and so I could relax and really enjoy life! Fun memories!!!
Many years passed and we managed to keep in touch.
The last time I saw Ron was 5 years ago when he came to Bill's calling hours.
Missing them both!
Sandy Schroer

Sandy Schroer - November 16, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

We were privileged to know Ron at UAHS, and as a friend. He always had a good
word to say, and a smile on his face. Ron took our younger son (Marine) and his
friend (Navy) flying as a surprise for their 17th birthdays. We ran into him at a nursing
home while he was visiting his mother too. We know he will be missed at the
museum. Susan and Jim Hency

SUSAN HENCY - November 16, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

You dad was such a wonderful nice man! Hope you keep great memories in your
heart . He sure loved his family. I’m sure you find peace knowing his with your
mom and sister.

Debbie Breedlove - November 16, 2020 at 07:08 AM

“

Ron and I taught together at UAHS in the 80s and 90s, often in rooms across the hall
from each other. We also crossed paths a number of times at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church, Mill Run Campus. Ron was a kind and decent man with a quick
wit, and I am better for having crossed paths with him. I am sorry for your loss.
Joe caruso

Joe Caruso - November 15, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

Heather, Melissa and families,
I am so sorry to hear of your Dad’s passing. He was always so upbeat and smiling
when he would stop by the office to see your Mom. He loved his family and it was
very apparent any time he spoke of any of you!
I worked with your Mom for many years at Columbus Orthopedic Clinic. She was
wonderful to have as the “face” of the practice.
My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this difficult time.
Jeanne Busch, RN

jeanne Busch - November 14, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

We are so saddened to learn of Ron's passing. He and his sister, Sadie DeWeese's
family have been our good friends and neighbors for many years, and we share fond
memories of our times together. Our prayers go out to all of them.

Joe and Joyce Carrillo - November 14, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

I am sad to read Ron passed away this week. I had the privilege and good luck to
team teach American Studies for 11th graders at UAHS in the late 80's and early 90's
with Ron. We shared a classroom for two class periods a day, so I saw first hand his
skills and interactions with students. Ron was a good person and excellent history
teacher who cared about his students. He had clear expectations for students, really
knew his subject matter, and was always a good listener. He is the kind of teacher I
would have chosen for my own children if I could have handpicked their teachers.
I last saw Ron at the Motts Military Museum for the dedication of the WWII wing,
participating in what he loved - history.
May your warm memories of your father and grandfather be a comfort for all of you.
Vicki Lyden

Vicki Lyden - November 13, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

The Howard family purchased the Large Basket Garden for the family of Rondel
Brewster.

The Howard family - November 13, 2020 at 09:52 AM

“

Shirley and I were blessed to be friends with both Brooke and Ron. Ron was one of a
kind and had a great sense of humor. Like mentioned, I never asked him the time
without him saying”you mean now?”. We were fortunate to have traveled to the Rose
Bowl with them. But the funniest part of the trip was when we met after the victory
Ron said he missed it because he left when AZ went down and scored. He missed
one of the greatest comebacks in Buckeye history. I was also fortunate to go flying
with him several times. Ron has been missed in the neighborhood and in our lives.
He was truly a great man. Deepest condolences to Heather, Missy , and the entire
family. Rest assured he is with his beloved Brooke, and Jenny,

Chuck & Shirley Smith - November 12, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rondel Brewster.

November 12, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

We served at Alpha with Ron for many years, sharing dinner afterward with him. We
loved hearing his stories about his life and family. We never had him at school but
remembered him from our days at the high school. He was just a dear man and we
always looked forward to our times together. We are sending our prayers for peace
and comfort for his family.

Barb McCimbs - November 12, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

“

McCombs-sorry!!
Barb McCombs - November 12, 2020 at 04:25 PM

John White lit a candle in memory of Rondel Brewster

John White - November 12, 2020 at 12:08 PM

“

Gary and Michelle Mann purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of
Rondel Brewster.

Gary and Michelle Mann - November 12, 2020 at 11:18 AM

“

I met Ron at Ohio University in 1962. Even though we wound up living across the
country from each other we managed to maintain contact with each other all those
years. He was a good friend and a wonderful person.

Jay Davis - November 12, 2020 at 11:10 AM

“

Vivid Recollections was purchased for the family of Rondel Brewster.

November 12, 2020 at 10:20 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Rondel Brewster

Robert Rumberg - November 11, 2020 at 12:15 PM

