Roman Gerber
November 13, 1932 - July 11, 2020

Roman J. Gerber, 1932 to 2020, age 87. Roman passed away on July 11, 2020 with his
sons by his side. Roman was born in Chillicothe to Roman A. Gerber and Louise
Weisenberger Gerber, who tragically died in childbirth. He grew up in Chillicothe with his
father and stepmother, Irene Stark Gerber, attending Catholic elementary school and
graduated from Catholic Central High School. He then attended the University of Dayton
and received his B.A. cum laude from Notre Dame. He received his law degree (J.D.) from
Georgetown University. While serving in the U.S. Army Reserves, he worked as a trial
lawyer for Hamilton and Hamilton in Washington, D.C. He then served as associate
counsel in the Office of the Comptroller and later as Regional Comptroller of the Currency
in Cleveland, Ohio. In 1966 he joined City National Bank in Columbus, Ohio. Through a
period of explosive growth and the evolution of City National into Banc One Corporation,
Roman served in various capacities including executive vice president, general counsel,
corporate secretary, director and interim president and coordinated the acquisition of over
130 banks and bank-related companies. He retired in 1997.
After retirement, Roman and Catherine enjoyed reading, traveling to Europe, attending
Columbus Symphony concerts, escaping to Naples, Florida each winter, and numerous
good times spent with family and friends.
Roman was predeceased by his parents and his only daughter, Anne Gerber. He is
survived by his sons, Thomas A. Gerber and Daniel J. Gerber, and 2 grandchildren,
Lindsay Gerber and Caleb Gerber. Also left behind to cherish his memory is his wife
Catherine Gerhold Gerber, her children Cheryl Zanon, Raymond (Ann) Zanon, Cathy
(Michael) Paessun, daughter-in-law Vicky Blankenship Zanon, 12 grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren. The family would like to acknowledge the excellent care Roman
received the past several months from both Sunrise of Gahanna and Hospice of Central
Ohio. Roman and Catherine were active members of Worthington Presbyterian Church. A
memorial service will be scheduled through Schoedinger Worthington at a later date.
In lie of flowers, donations in Roman's name may be made to Lifecare Alliance or the

Worthington Presbyterian Church.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - July 16 at 12:06 PM

“

He was a marvelous person. My indelible memory is serving with him and Bill Leiter
(also Banc One) on the Board of Elders for Worthington Pres. The monthly meeting
was attended by the 3 of us and 9 retired individuals. For those 9 it was a social
event. The meetings started in the early evening and lasted until "consensus" was
reached on all open issues. It could be quite late. Roman, Bill and I had early
morning Banc One meetings. So, Roman very politely took the open issues and
requested a voice vote for each. Problem solved! Catherine - you were the sparkle in
his eyes in the later years.

lynda swenson - July 20 at 10:11 PM

“

“

Thanl you, Lynda. We'll share your note with Mom. She'll appreciate it.
Cheryl Zanon - July 27 at 03:06 PM

I am Roman's first cousin. When I was very young ( about 5-Roman 8), and we
visited our Grandmother, Theresa Weisenberger, Roman would be there. It didn't
happen often but he and my four siblings always had fun together. We lost tract of
each other but I always wondered what happened to him. Then...one day, when I
was working for a Building Company, I was told Roman Gerber and his wife were
coming in to check on the progress of there house. I couldn't wait to see if it was my
cousin and what a wonderful surprise. It was! I invited cousin, aunts, uncles for a big
cookout, many of which hadn't seen him for years and some had never know him.
We continued to visit each other on occasion along with another cousin, Johnny
Schmeltzer and his wife Eleanor until some were unable to travel. Catherine, it was
wonderful knowing and being part of your lives.
Thank you for your friendship and know you are in my prayers. Love, Jeanne Izzo

Jeanne Izzo - July 20 at 04:30 PM

“

Catherine & Cathy: It was more than a privilege to have known and worked with
Roman. I'm not sure I've ever known a man with more grace, honor and integrity. My
thoughts and prayers are with you all. Nancy Super

Nancy Super - July 20 at 10:50 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to Mrs. Gerber and the Zanon and Gerber families for the loss of
your husband and dad. Wishing you comfort and peace and many happy memories.
Karen Kaiser

Karen Kaiser - July 20 at 10:50 AM

“

Catherine Gerber and family - Roman and I shared the same birthplace, Chillicothe. I
knew his family through my parents. Both of us spent the majority of our careers in
banking in Columbus. Lastly, we share membership at the Worthington Presbyterian
Church. We will miss you my friend. God speed. Pete Barnhart

Pete Barnhart - July 19 at 04:57 PM

“

What a man. He was the backbone and set the tone for Bank One. Without him the
McCoy’s would never have been so successful. He will be missed
John B McCoy

John B McCoy - July 19 at 09:30 AM

“

What a good man and a solid friend. We’ll all remember him.
Bob Whetzel

bob Whetzel - July 16 at 09:49 PM

“

Please accept my condolences, Catherine. I knew Roman for 15 years at Banc One
Roman called me only once at home “ Good evening, Beth, this is Roman Gerber.” I
had no idea what violation I’d committed to warrant a call from him, but I remember
immediate fear. At Banc One, he was the embodiment of compliance, thus my angst.
He laughed at my assumed violation and then proceeded to say he was at home and
had an idea to run past me the two of us might implement in the spring. He closed
with an invitation to meet the next morning. A memorable call, a memorable man. A
mentor. That was Roman to me.

I love the photo of Roman. Captures his essence as I knew him at Banc One: caring,
wise, great heart, integrity, and joy of life. He was one of the finest examples of a
person who has towering and true stature.
Beth Luchsinger
Beth Luchsinger - July 16 at 04:12 PM

“

My sympathies to Catherine and Cathy - Working for Roman were some of the best
years of my life and what a privilege. He, more than anyone, taught me to always do
the right thing...no exceptions. Roman was brilliant, wise and just. I think about him
often to this day and will remember him fondly forever. Julie Johnson

julia johnson - July 16 at 02:37 PM

“

Catherine Gerber & family, I had the pleasure of working for/reporting to Roman on a
number of projects at BANK ONE CORPORATION. I have been blessed with a
number of good managers, mentors at BANK ONE and he was one of the best. We
worked on new ATMs, branches and merger & acquistions. He always took the time
to explain how to do the right thing and stay in compliance with the OCC and FRB.
Your family has a deepest sympathies and you are in our thoughts and prayers. John
H. Heller, CCM john.h.heller@hotmail.com

John H Heller - July 16 at 12:05 PM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Roman Gerber

Robert Rumberg - July 12 at 02:30 PM

