Robert Wistner
February 13, 1936 - July 13, 2021

Robert Nelson Wistner passed away peacefully at home on July 13, 2021, at the age of
85. Bob was born in Van Wert, Ohio, on February 13, 1936 to Albert and Charlotte
(Cochran) Wistner.
Bob was a polio survivor, having contracted the disease at age 10, and successfully
navigated the rest of his life with limited use of only one arm. He graduated from Bexley
High School, earned his B.A. from Miami University in 1958 and a J.D. from The Ohio
State University School of Law in 1961. Before beginning his private law practice in 1966,
Bob served as an assistant prosecutor for Franklin County and Assistant Ohio Attorney
General. For most of his 50+ year career Bob's private practice focused on family law. He
was proud to serve his community as President of the Columbus Bar Association from
1983-84, and as President of the Dublin Chamber of Commerce. He also served as
President of the Columbus Metropolitan Library Board during a major renovation of the
Main Library downtown in 1990-91. Bob was an active member at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church.
Bob is survived by his wife of 54 years, Vivian (Shealy); his children Rebecca Haverstick
(Joe) of Solon, Ohio, Brian (Michiko) Wistner of Tokyo, Japan; and grandchildren Kai,
Andrew, Lauren and Daniel. He will be missed by many friends and extended family.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER DUBLIN. A memorial service celebrating
Bob's life will be held at a later date. Private interment will take place at St. Paul's
Lutheran Cemetery in Sulphur Springs, Ohio. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made in Bob's memory to the Columbus Metropolitan Library Foundation or Upper
Arlington Lutheran Church.
THe family will hold a memorial service on September 15, 2021 at 7PM at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church, 2300 Lytham Road, Columbus 43220.
To share a video memory, please visit .
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Comments

“

Vivian,
Paul and I were saddened to learn of Bob's death recently. He was a kind man whom
we were glad to know when you both were active at Ascension Lutheran Church. (I
had planned to send a sympathy card but had trouble locating your address.).
We pray you are doing as well as possible. We know you have wonderful memories
of your life together.
Sincerely,
Anne Droste

Anne Droste - August 02 at 04:16 PM

“

Bob's smiling face in his obituary photo shows just what kind of guy he is. I never
knew him to be in bad humor or grouchy. The only time I ever saw him peeved was
when we (OSBA family Law Committee) were losing our battle for statutory spousal
support guidelines. Bob was always trying to advance the profession and find new
ways to resolve marital conflicts. He took a sincere personal interest in every one
around him. being about 10 years younger than him, i tried to professionally model
myself after him. I've been retired about 2 years now and I've stayed close to home
due to the pandemic.For the last few months, I've been wondering about my old
colleagues I never see anymore, especially those who retired a few years before I
did. That certainly includes Bob.I was stunned to open the paper that day. If this
taught me one thing, it's never to take your friends for granted; tomorrow could be
too late. My deepest sympathies to the family. Please keep me apprised of the date
of the memorial service.
Tom Friedman
tefriedman@me.com

Tom Friedman - July 22 at 02:50 PM

“

Bob helped me train mediators for several years. He was very generous with his help
and I appreciated his expertise. Cheryl Lowry

Cheryl Lowry - July 17 at 11:44 PM

“

May Bob's memory be for a blessing.

Melodee Kornacker - July 16 at 10:21 AM

“

Rosemary Burns lit a candle in memory of Robert Wistner

Rosemary Burns - July 15 at 04:16 PM

“

Bob was a gifted visionary attorney whose conduct was distinguished by humility and
civility
Alex Lagusch -July 21 at 8:58 PM
alex lagusch - July 21 at 08:59 PM

