Robert Barnett Jr.
July 24, 1949 - September 20, 2020

Robert ("Bob") Brainard Barnett, Jr. of Dublin, Ohio, passed away at the age of 71 on
Sunday, September 20, 2020. Bob was born on July 24, 1949, in Cleveland, Ohio, to
Robert and Ruth (Woodruff) Barnett. He graduated from Fairview High School in 1967,
and moved to Columbus, Ohio, to attend The Ohio State University. Bob pledged Sigma
Phi Epsilon and spent the best four years of his life with all of the brothers an only child
could ever want. In 1971, Bob earned his BS in Business Administration, and in 1975, he
became a double Buckeye when he earned his law degree, cum laude, and found his
calling. He spent his entire career as a trust and estate attorney with the law firm of Carlile
Patchen and Murphy LLP, and 2020 marked his 45th year as a lawyer. Bob served as
Managing Partner for over a decade and grew the firm's estate planning group from two
attorneys to thirteen. He was a Fellow of The American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel since 1989, and actively served on the Council (formerly Board of Governors) for
the Ohio State Bar Association's Estate Planning, Trust, and Probate Law Section for
decades. He also served as Chairman of the Columbus Bar Association Taxation, Estate
and Gift Tax Committee and Probate Court Committee. On October 7, 1995, Bob married
Julie Mankin Barnett and gained a stepdaughter, Katharine ("Kate") Ersly. Bob and Julie
spent almost 25 years traveling, golfing, spending time with friends and family, rooting for
Cleveland sports, watching Buckeye football, and most recently, wintering in Naples,
Florida. Bob adored entertaining and friends remember him fondly as the life of the party.
Bob's big personality earned him many nicknames from his lifelong friends, including
Bullet, Bouncer, and Big Time Bob. His quick wit, fondness for storytelling and propensity
to speak his mind put his friends at ease and his adversaries at odds. Bob's family, friends
and clients were lucky to have Bob in their corner; he was always there for those who
needed him. Bob was preceded in death by his father, Robert, and his mother, Ruth. He is
survived by his loving wife Julie, and his stepdaughter, Kate. A celebration of life will be
held when the pandemic has subsided. Donations may be sent to the Mid-Ohio Food
Collective FKA Mid-Ohio Foodbank or The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law.

Comments

“

I just learned of Bob’s passing. I worked for Bob in the late ‘70’s when it was Carlisle,
Patchen, Murphy & Allison. He was THE best boss, and we became fast friends. He
was like a big brother to me for the longest time. He was exceedingly smart, witty,
king of sarcasm, and he had a huge heart, loved to have fun, and engaged in many a
shenanigan. He helped me out of more jams than I can count, and I hope that he
knows how incredibly grateful I am to him for his years of steadfast friendship. A true
one-of-a-kind in every way! Thanks for everything, “Mr. King”, you’re the best of the
best!!
Who loves ya, baby!!!
Jill Underhill

Jill Underhill - May 13 at 09:17 PM

“

“

I misspelled Carlile. Ugh, I’m sure he caught that.
Jill Underhill - May 13 at 09:21 PM

So very saddened to just hear we've lost Bob. We were friends for more than 53
years; from Sig Ep brothers at OSU (Ohio Gamma), through his work for my
businesses, our estate plan and all the rest of his friendship and support. He was
smart, witty, loved to banter and all-round fun to be with. I will miss his unique humor,
terribly. My sympathies to you, Julie and your family. Lord, watch over his special
spirit. I'll miss you, Bounce. RIP.

Brent Bishop - January 26 at 09:05 PM

“

Julie,
So saddened to hear about Bob. Knowing him he over 30 years & all the crazy times
together. Hard to believe he’s gone. Bob was one of a kind and will be so missed.
Our hearts break for you & Kate.
“Who loves ya, Baby”
Rand & Deb Swanson

Deb & Rand Swanson - October 21, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

Our condolences to Julie and Kate. Bob was a great friend for over 40 years. The
world is not the same without him and we miss him greatly.
Rhett and Jan Huddle

Rhett Huddle - October 05, 2020 at 07:57 PM

“

Bob darling: You will always have a special place in my heart! The time we spent
together I will always cherish! The memories will never be forgotten! Sally Kay Myers

Sally Kay Myers - October 04, 2020 at 05:01 PM

“

I was Bob's big brother at Ohio Gamma. Though we weren't in touch over the years
he had a special place in my heart. May God take care of his family. Keith Hyslop ME

Keith Hyslop - September 30, 2020 at 12:14 AM

“

I cannot believe that the Big Guy is gone. Julie, my heart goes out to you as I know
he has kept you laughing since you have known him. I encountered him the first time
in the 70's at Deibel's after an OSU Football Game. 1978? Esther Crall was playing
the accordian, standing on a crate to be seen. He was cuttingly rude about her, and
everyone else, but his wicked wit made me laugh. I believe he may have been
wearing the famous plastic lei. Once you met him, you had to love him, even if he
made you crazy. You were the answer to all his dreams. He told me once he had a
fight with you and it was the worst day of his life. You and Kate were so beloved to
him. I am so, so sorry to hear of this. I look forward to the Memorial, I am sure there
will be some wonderful stories. Sally McDonald

Sally McDonald - September 28, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

Sorry to hear about you loss. Very difficult times.

Steve Kahn - September 27, 2020 at 03:52 PM

“

You will be sorely missed, Bob... Thanks for all your legal expertise and guidance.
Susie and Stephen Kirschner

Susie Kirschner - September 26, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

What a beautiful guy. Knew Bob well during the 80's before I left town in '89. I'm sure
he'll be missed. My condolences to the family.
Jim Finnerty

Jim Finnerty - September 25, 2020 at 08:38 PM

“

We have known Bob for more than 20 years, and throughout that entire time he was
steadfastly fun, focused, and an insightful professional. Everyone he met seemed to
become a friend.
Our deepest sympathies on his passing.
Warmly,
Corey and Leon Friedberg

Corey & Leon Friedberg - September 25, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Dear family and friends,
I would like to express my deepest sympathy at Bob's passing. I was shocked to
learn this, but since I retired from Huntington in 2018, I have not seen my good friend
Bob. A beautiful obituary was prepared for him, and it expresses many of the
memories that I will always have with me about Bob. Personally, he was a strong and
supportive colleague for me in my role as Trust Officer at Huntington. He cared about
me, as I am sure he did so many others in our field. Please know of our prayers for
the repose of his soul and for God's comfort upon all of you.
May he rest in the peace of Christ.
Jack Malone

John Malone - September 25, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

Deepest condolences. He was one of a kind and can never be replaced.

Janet Shumaker - September 25, 2020 at 03:00 PM

“

When my firm disbanded in 1999, I met with Bob about a possible “Of Counsel”
position with CPM. Some members of CPM were not thrilled but Bob prevailed. That
affiliation lasted twenty years.
I will never forget Bob’s leadership, his wit, intelligence and support. Whenever I
played golf with Bob and hit a good shot, he would say “that dog will hunt”.
Same to you, Bob. Rest well.

Steve Enz - September 25, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

Bob was our trusted family attorney—and dear friend—for the past 30+ years. He
was a lawyer's lawyer in every good sense of the word, and one of Ohio's very finest
practitioners in his specialty areas. Bob was a wonderful, cheerful listener. His legal
advice was always knowledgeable, candid and on point, and our family will benefit
from it for at least another generation. Our sincere condolences to Bob's family and
colleagues. Our family shares your deep loss, in grief. Godspeed, Bob.

James W Lewis - September 24, 2020 at 09:25 PM

“

Bob was a great teacher and a lot of fun. Rest in peace.

Scott and Monica Mahon - September 24, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

Bobby,
You were always a joy to be around as well as a good listener and life of the party.
Rest in Peace for eternity!!!
Steve Casey

Steve Casey - September 24, 2020 at 03:52 PM

“

I've known Bob for over 40 years!! Where did the time go? I can't believe he's
passed. He had a wicked sense of humor coupled with a mediocre
golf game.
He'll laugh at that if he's watching. He always treated me well and I will miss him.
Condolences to his family and many friends.

Ken Stoffer - September 24, 2020 at 02:44 PM

“

We are so very sorry for this tremendous loss.

John and Anna Seidensticker - September 24, 2020 at 02:09 PM

“

It was never a dull encounter with Bob. He was a true professional and friend. Our
time spent each year at the Notre Dame Tax Conference was always more fun with
Bob in attendance. He will be truly missed and my thoughts and prayers are with
Julie and family.
John Schuman

John Schuman - September 24, 2020 at 01:25 PM

“

Tod & Jan lit a candle in memory of Robert Barnett Jr.

Tod & Jan - September 24, 2020 at 12:35 PM

“

Traveled with him and Julie to Scotland for an adventure of a lifetime. Bob's wit and
love of golf added to our trip. We recall him standing out in the rain at the St.
Andrews Starting Shack so that he could get a time to play the venerable St.
Andrews course. From our Hotel room on the course we watched Bob tee off in the
pouring rain the next morning. He was in his glory. Bob and I worked together on a
number of his client's projects - his insightful wisdom and business acumen made
every project a success. He was larger than life. Our thoughts and prayers remain
with Julie. We will miss him.
Barbara and Dick White

Dick and Barbara White - September 24, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

Robert was a wonderful man and attorney, with great sensitivity and humanity he
guided me through a difficult situation - I grieve his passing and send my
condolences - Lisa Bradley

Lisa Bradley - September 24, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Dear Julie, We were very sorry to learn of Bob's passing. Our thoughts are with you
and your daughter. Best regards, Craig and Hedda Stewart

craig stewart - September 24, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

Behind all the fun, a great friend, and intellect !
Gary S Lewis

Gary Lewis - September 24, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

Bob was a wonderful friend. As a Sig Ep at Ohio Gamma, Bob was the heart and
soul of the fraternity. We will miss Bob for the rest of our days. RIP Bob, we love you,
brother.
maypo '71

Mark O. Steven's, Ph.D. - September 23, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Robert Barnett Jr.

Robert Rumberg - September 23, 2020 at 03:21 PM

