Richard Winnestaffer
February 2, 1963 - May 13, 2019

Richard Allen Winnestaffer, 56, passed away at his home in Gahanna on May 13, 2019,
surrounded by family and friends. He was born in Columbus, OH on February 2, 1963 and
was a 1981 graduate of Groveport-Madison High School.
Rarely one to back down from a challenge, Rick was the ultimate entrepreneur with an
infectious drive to push others beyond what they believed themselves capable of. He lived
life to the fullest and was often the first to appear when a friend or loved one found
themselves in need.
Rick lived by the motto, “Damn the torpedoes… Full speed ahead!” which applied to how
he worked, how he loved and how he enjoyed his cold Miller Lite. “Drive fast and take
chances” is how he played.
He is survived by his loving wife of 32 years, Julie; mother, Joann; daughters Jordan and
Taylor, son, Kyle (Amanda) Arnold; grandson, Jack who was his Saturday work buddy.
Also left to mourn are Amanda Theaumont; a brother, Kenny and a sister, Jill, nieces and
nephews and a host of friends that he made feel like family. Rick was preceded in death
by his father, Jack Winnestaffer and step father Ken Carter.
Visitation will be from 2:00-4:00 and 6:00-8:00 on Friday, May 17th at Schoedinger
Northeast Chapel, 1051 E. Johnstown Road, Gahanna. Funeral service will be Saturday,
May 18th at Shepherd Church of the Nazarene in Gahanna at 10:00 am In lieu of flowers,
please send contributions to the James Cancer Hospital 410 West 10th Avenue,
Columbus OH 43210.
He was an amazing man and has gone home to rest… because tomorrow is another work
day!
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - May 16 at 01:03 PM

“

This is the most beautiful video i have ever seen. Rick was a very special person to a lot of
people. Go rest high on that mountain. Rest in peace Rick.
Debbie Aldridge - May 16 at 04:54 PM

“

On behalf of the Vern and Alice Ripley Family, our heartfelt condolences and prayers
for the family.

Carolyn (Ripley) and Bob Elliott - May 23 at 11:07 AM

“

Rick was stubborn and fierce, two traits that caused us to butt heads many times. I
am sure each time we butted heads over something, we both walked away thinking
we had won. But I am glad the last words we spoke to each other the night before he
died were when I said, “You know I love you”, to which he replied, “Love you too.” But
I know one less person on this earth to argue with will make life a little duller.

Tracie Clay - May 18 at 08:31 AM

“

To the Family of Rick,
We send to you sincere condolences in the passing of Rick. Ken worked with my
husband Jack and we always thought highly of Ken and Joann. We know the pain of
losing loved ones and we know the strong faith your family has and will need to get
through your grief. May our Dear Lord comfort you as you mourn. Share your love
with each other and the fond memories you made with Rick. Hold onto the promises
of seeing him in Heaven and be grateful for the years Rick shared with you during his
life here on earth.
Blessings to All of You,
Jack and Dotti Vance

Jack and Dotti Vance - May 17 at 04:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gary James - May 17 at 10:22 AM

“

Proud Grandpa Rick with Jackson when VP Pence visited Dynalab, Inc.in Reynoldsburg.
April 1, 2017
Gary James - May 17 at 01:20 PM

“

I'm deeply saddened to learn that Rick has passed away. Rick was so many things to
me - fellow zoning commissioner for at least a decade, sometimes client, sometimes
landlord, sometimes confidant (and I returned the favor at times, too), sometimes coconspirator; coach, cheerleader and motivational guru all rolled into one - he was a
veritable force of nature. Not always a perfect man (but he had such a big heart that
the flaws were easily forgotten), but he was always a good man, and a good friend. I
am definitely a better person for having known him. He will be missed. My prayers
and condolences go out to you, Julie, and to all your family, and to all who loved
Rick.

Rev. Dwain Lee - May 17 at 12:24 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 16 at 11:59 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Chuck Arbuckle - May 16 at 05:02 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 16 at 04:22 PM

“

We were shocked and saddened to hear of Rick's passing. Sending hugs and
prayers to all of you. He was a good man! - John & Leah Kohr

Leah Kohr - May 16 at 04:22 PM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 16 at 03:54 PM

“

Shirley Wright, Rob White, and Sheree Hart purchased the Heartfelt Memories for
the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

Shirley Wright, Rob White, and Sheree Hart - May 16 at 03:53 PM

“

Love, Lisa Miller, Andrea, Ben, and Lauren purchased the Cherished Memories for
the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

Love, Lisa Miller, Andrea, Ben, and Lauren - May 16 at 03:41 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 16 at 12:42 PM

“

Fall Fantasia was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 16 at 07:50 AM

“

Rick is my brother and will be greatly missed.
Love you Rick and May you Rest In Peace embraced by our Heavenly Father and
those family members who passed before us. Love, Jill

Jill Valentine - May 15 at 09:30 PM

“

Jill, my prayers are with you and your family in the upcoming days. I love to see the old
pictures -- he looked so much like your Dad :). Hugs to you BFF, Karen
Karen Davis - May 16 at 02:35 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

May 15 at 08:21 PM

“

Julie,
I was extremely shocked and saddened to hear of Ricks passing. I want to extend
my deepest condolences to you and the kids.
I can't help but think of all the wonderful times our families shared together. On the
boat or at home, we had so many laughs, and Rick's spirit led the way.
I will always remember Rick for his love of his family, his thoughtfulness to my family
and of course his unmatched energy.
God Bless,
John Caruso

John Caruso - May 15 at 01:40 PM

“

Palmer Miller Nelson Insurance Partners purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for
the family of Richard Winnestaffer.

Palmer Miller Nelson Insurance Partners - May 15 at 11:48 AM

“

Julie:
I read the obit in today’s Dispatch, Wow! Did you describe him to a tee. As you know,
I helped him with legal work through some of the highest and some of the lowest
points in his business life. He was always looking ahead; always analyzing; always
planning. And he didn’t want to hear from me, “We can’t do that.” All he wanted to
know is, “How CAN we do that?” I loved the time we spent together. I know you will
miss him, So will I.
Frederick M. Luper
Luper Neidenthal & Logan

Fred Luper - May 15 at 11:00 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers for you all in this difficult time.
Rick was a friend for many years and I have many found memories of Rick.
He will be missed by many.
Beth Barker

Beth Barker - May 15 at 08:37 AM

“

Rick, a fun loving and mischievous cousin. We got in a lot of trouble together. We
had some great times together. Miss you cuz.
Prayers to all who loved him..
From his cousin Janet.

Janet - May 14 at 04:22 PM

“

One of my unforgettable students. I had Rick in Fourth grade at Madison. He kept me on
my toes. I loved him dearly. I will never forget when he showed up at my front door here on
Florida . I was so touched he would find the time to visit me. I mourn his passing. Mrs.
Morgan
Erma Morgan - May 14 at 05:38 PM

