Richard Rizer Murphey Jr.
April 27, 1925 - December 25, 2020

Richard Rizer Murphey, Jr., beloved husband of the late Ruth Shaw Murphey and father of
Richard Rizer Murphey III and Michael Shaw Murphey, passed away of natural causes on
Christmas Day 2020. He was 95 years old. Dick was a self-made man and a natural
leader who had a positive impact on nearly everyone and everything he touched. He was
born in 1925 to Richard and Geneva Murphey and spent most of his childhood in Virginia.
Dick had one brother, Shawn, and two sisters, Patricia, and Barbara. One of his fondest
memories from his childhood were the summers he spent with his grandparents, Mama
and Daddy Lamb, in the southern Ohio town of Corning. Dick pursued his undergraduate
degree at Washington University in St Louis. It was there he meet the love of his life and
future wife, Ruth. Dick then went to Harvard University to obtain a Juris Doctor. Ruth and
Dick were then married in 1951 and moved to Columbus where Dick began a very
successful law career. Dick practiced law in Columbus for over 50 years, originally with the
firm of Dunbar, Kienzle and Murphey and later as Senior Partner of its successor firm,
Murphey, Young and Smith. Dick finished his career with Squire, Sanders and Dempsey,
which acquired Murphey, Young and Smith in 1991. Dick retired from active legal practice
in 2005 at the age of 80. During his career Dick worked with many of the city's leading
companies and served as a board director with several prominent local enterprises. Dick
was a strong supporter of Columbus. His civic and charitable work included a Life Member
designation with the Columbus Salvation Army, a long-standing position on the board of
the Ohio State University Hospital System, and leadership positions with the Columbus
Symphony Orchestra. In retirement, Dick continued to help his community though his
service at the Mid-Ohio Food Bank. Dick loved his family, and was a devoted husband,
father, and grandfather. He and Ruth enjoyed a 44 year marriage until Ruth's passing in
1995. Nothing was more important to him than his wife's happiness, and despite
considerable career demands, Dick was always there with Ruth as they worked through
some challenging heath related issues. He was also a great dad, and he was active in the
Upper Arlington Baseball and Football Youth athletic programs. I will always remember
him coming straight from the office in his blue suit to coach our various football and
baseball endeavors. As a grandfather, he helped his grandchildren obtain a high-quality
education through his generous financial support. More importantly, throughout his life he

epitomized integrity and generosity, and this had a profound positive impact on his family,
grandchildren, and many friends in the Columbus area. He never wanted credit, he never
wanted attention, but when he saw problems and issues in his family or community, he
simply worked hard and gave of himself to take care of the issue and provide opportunities
to others. Dick will be sorely missed by his family and friends, but his attributes of native
intelligence, a strong work ethic, integrity and a humble giving spirit will live on in the lives
of all he has touched. In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate a contribution to the
Columbus Ohio chapter of the Salvation Army. Family has entrusted SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST with private arrangements.

Comments

“

Dick cared. He cared about people, the legal profession, the community and doing
what was honest and right. He cared about helping those around him reaching their
potential. Like many, because of Dick, I became a better lawyer and person.
However, as he would often remind me : I am still a work in progress and Betsy is the
best thing that ever happen to me. He uniquely in a positive way touched many. The
shadow Dick cast as an attorney has few equals but the shadow he cast as a person
has fewer.
Sympathies to his loving family.
Dave Sidor

david sidor - December 31, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Dick was remarkable in so many respects. He had a brilliant mind, rapier wit and
generous heart. He was a monumental influence on my development as a lawyer as
he took a vested interest in seeing all young lawyers who he brought into the fold
develop and flourish under his watchful eye. As others have also noted, my spirit
would often rise or fall depending on Dick’s approval or disappointment. He was the
first true mentor in my professional career and I could never repay the investment he
made in me with his patient counseling and sage advice.
Dick’s kind of generosity is becoming increasingly rare. He will be missed.

Ken Krebs - December 30, 2020 at 05:55 PM

“

John Bain always referred to Dick as THE Renaissance Man because of his vast
knowledge of so many different areas. Dick was great with a joke and a smile behind
his great intellect and acumen. Prayers to the family.

Bill Moorhead - December 30, 2020 at 08:14 AM

“

I went to work for Mr. Murphey's firm in 1981 and continued through 2007 before I
moved away from Ohio. Although I was not an attorney with the firm, Mr. Murphey
was a mentor to me when I was just beginning my career. During my first years with
the firm, I was stationed close to Mr. Murphey and got to interact with him on a daily
basis. He had a sharp wit and a fierce intelligence which always made conversations
with him interesting and lively. He was always kind and a gentleman that I still
measure other men against. I consider myself lucky to have known him and know I'm
a better person for having done so.
Kim Hancock

Kim Hancock - December 30, 2020 at 08:05 AM

“

My sincere sympathy to the family of Mr. Murphey. Ann Murray

Ann Murray - December 29, 2020 at 09:33 AM

“

Dick Murphey was my mentor, role model, senior partner and, ultimately, friend for 48
years. He taught me how to practice law, how to treat clients, our fellow partners and
associates and staff. He taught me the importance of giving back to the community
and fulfilling the civic and professional duties of all lawyers. His approval and smile
could make my day just as his frown could destroy my week. In short, Dick enabled
me and so many others in our firm to become the best professionals we could
become and did it all with a wry smile and the insights of a very wise man. He was a
lawyer's lawyer and I am so happy to have been a recipient of his wisdom and
friendship. I will never forget all he did for me and my career.
Kim Swanson

Kim Swanson - December 28, 2020 at 11:02 PM

“

Mr Murphy is a Man with Caring, Loving and Honest Heart and I'm so lucky to be part
of his wonderful family. I meet him four years ago. As his care giver, he treat me like
his own and taught me how important it is to be an America citizen. Mr Murphy is
someone who hide his pain to make sure everyone around him feel better, he put
friends and family first.He is always ready to share his food or snacks. I'm a better
person because of him. He was a father and grandfather I have in America and I
don't know if I'll meet someone like him again. My heart is broken but I know he is
with his Beautiful wife which he loved very much. I know he is not going to give up on
me, because he promised to be there for me anytime I need him. May the Good Lord
be with him till we meet again. Rest in paradise Mr Richard Murphey.

Wilma Anderson - December 28, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

One of my fondest memories of Dick occurred early in my practice, when I occupied
the office next to his, and we shared a joint secretarial assignment (2 secretaries for
3 attorneys). Both secretaries were away from their posts and I sat down at the magcard typewriter to make a correction to a document. Dick viewed my activity from this
office, and called me in. “We pay those secretaries $1.65 an hour and bill you time
out at $35 an hour. I don’t ever want to see you at a typewriter again.” How things
have changed in the 50-plus years of Dick’s practice. I will remember many of his
humorous witticisms like: “If you do that, you will have to hire small children to start
your car in the morning.” His wisdom and humor will be missed, but he will not be
forgotten.
Ken Kuehnle

Ken Kuehnle - December 28, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

It was a truism at the firm that there were only two things that one could predict about
Dick's interaction with other firm members -- (1) if you ever needed help, Dick would
be the first person to extend his hand in friendship, and (2) if you ever got a bit too
big for your britches, Dick would be the first to kick you squarely and firmly in the ass.
I consider it a blessed badge of honor that I had the opportunity to witness firsthand
both of those attributes of Dick's character.
Rick Daley

Rick Daley - December 28, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

We will miss our wonderful next-door neighbor and good friend, Dick Murphey. He
indeed had a good heart and positive fun-loving spirit. Many years ago, when our
youngest son was 4 years old, he rang the Murphey doorbell and asked Ruth if Dick
could come out to play and of course, he obliged. As the years went on, Dick
encouraged our oldest son to pursue his medical school ambitions. And, as we
became empty nesters, we shared many dinners and great evenings of conversation
with Dick.
We will be reminded of him each winter as it turns to spring when his beautiful yellow
aconites, one of his favorites, bloom perennially in his yard. We will miss him and
remember him always. Our condolences to the Murphey family.
Connie West and Mike McDonald

Connie West & Mike McDonald - December 28, 2020 at 12:40 PM

