Ralph V. Foster
December 23, 1932 - March 22, 2020

RALPH V. FOSTER, age 87 of Friendship Village of Dublin, passed into eternal life on
March 22, 2020. Ralph was a graduate of Columbus South High School and The Ohio
State University College of Pharmacy. He was a Lifetime Member of The Ohio State
University Alumni Association. He retired in 1984 as a Lt. Colonel, after 28 years
commissioned service in the United States Air Force, active duty and reserve time. He
retired in 1993 after 29 years with Eli Lilly and Company as a Sales Representative in
Columbus, Ohio. Post retirement, he worked at the College of Pharmacy as the first
Director of Alumni and Professional Affairs. He was active in Local, State, and National
Pharmacy Associations. He was awarded Lifetime Memberships in the Academy of
Pharmacy of Central Ohio, the Ohio Pharmacists Association, and The American
Pharmacists Association. Ralph also was awarded Life Membership in the College of
Pharmacy Alumni Society. In 1999 he was honored with the Ralph Mershon Award from
The Ohio State University Alumni Association. He ushered at The Ohio State Buckeyes
football games near the team's locker room door for ten years while Coach Hayes was at
Ohio State. Always a Buckeye, Ralph was a member of The Ohio State University
President's Club.
Church was an important part of Ralph's life. He served as President of the Board of the
Broad Street Christian Church, where he and Ruth were members for many years. In later
years, Ralph was a member of Upper Arlington Lutheran Church, The Church at Mill Run.
Ralph served his community in other ways as well, including many years of volunteering
for Charity Newsies and being quick to offer support and guidance to friends and family.
Ralph was preceded in death by parents Floyd and Elsie Foster and his mother's five
brothers and sisters. He is survived by his wife of 66 years Ruth (Kroff) Foster; his children
Kathy (Foster) Ueltschy and her husband Rick of Westerville, Ohio and Dr. Keith Foster
and wife Susan of Helena, Montana; four grandchildren, Matthew Ueltschy, Megan
Ueltschy Scheps (Tosh), Emma Foster, and Graham Foster; and numerous treasured
extended family members. He loved all of them very much.

One of Ralph's many gifts was making every member of his family and wide circle of
friends feel cared about and important to him. He will be greatly missed. Out of caution
and respect for family and friends during these unusual times, a private interment is
planned. A Celebration of Life Service for all family and friends will take place at a later
date. (The date and time will be posted on the Schoedinger Funeral Home website and in
the local newspaper at a later date.)
Please do not send flowers, however, you are welcome to make a donation to a charity of
your choice or to:
The Ohio State University College of Pharmacy
The Ohio State University Foundation, (Fund 301069),
1480 West Lane Avenue,
Columbus, OH 43221.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL.

Comments

“

Sorry to hear of Ralph's passing. We enjoyed the meals spent with him and Ruth at
Friendship Village and are glad we had the opportunity to meet and get to know him.
He was a special person. Sincerely, Carolyn and Roy Schoenstein

Carolyn Schoenstein - March 30 at 04:17 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to the Foster family. Just a few weeks ago my brother and I
happened to be in the area and we drove through the old neighborhood. Down
Wetmore Rd. and Marland Dr., past our childhood home and that of the Fosters. It
brought recollections of times spent studying and hanging out with friends. When I
think of Mr. Foster, the words that come to mind are: intelligence, integrity and class.
Thanks for the memories and peace to you all.
LeAnn Fenner Kuhr

LeAnn Kuhr - March 29 at 07:57 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Megan Ueltschy Scheps - March 29 at 03:50 PM

“

15 files added to the tribute wall

Megan Ueltschy Scheps - March 29 at 03:46 PM

“

I first met Ralph when he escorted us on our bus trip to visit Eli Lilly in Indiana. As a
fellow alum, we exchanged pleasantries at many events and conferences in the
College of Pharmacy over the years. I will remember Ralph as not only a highly
respected pharmacist; but also, as a sincere and virtuous man.
Please allow me to leave you, his dear family, with this thought:
“The GOOD that we do NEVER DIES; it lives on FOREVER in other people, in other
places, and in other times.”
May God be with you in this time of sadness. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
May he Rest in Peace.
Judy Cosentino Peckens, RPh BS Pharmacy Class of 1978

Judy Cosentino Peckens, RPh - March 29 at 02:32 PM

“

I had the exquisite honor of accompanying Ralph on the Honor Flight trip that he took
last summer. I had no clue that someone could impact my life as much he did in less
than 24 hours. I’m so glad to that my kids were also introduced to he and Ruthie as I
know they will also never forget him. Speaking to him a couple weeks ago was the
best gift ever because I know he is with our Lord. Rest In Peace

Miranda Rinehart - March 29 at 10:05 AM

“

Counting myself blessed and a little bit lucky that I got to know Colonel Foster so
early in my professional life. He was a remarkable role model cut from the cloth of
heroes we all admired. Reverent, loyal, generous, forgiving, compassionate, and
sincere. One of Ralph’s greatest gifts was his own example of professionalism he
shared with hundreds of Pharmacy students who went on the annual trip to Eli Lilly &
Co., Ralph’s place of employment in Indianapolis. Ralph would sometimes refer to
our destination as “India-No-Place” and chuckle. It was on the bus ride over to Indy
that Rx students would hear Ralph’s famous speech, “If you want to Hoot with the
owls tonight you better be ready to Soar with the eagles in the Morning. Because that
wake-up call is comin’ at 6:00 o’clock and you had BETTER be on that bus!” It was a
speech Ralph gave dozens of time and it earned him much love and admiration of
Ohio State pharmacy students. They couldn’t have had a better role and I couldn’t
have had a better friend and colleague. Ruth, I give you all the love and sympathy
anyone can — especially at this time of separation. The love you and Ralph shared
warms the heart and keeps us motivated to serve our spouses in sickness and in
health. Now and forever in my treasure chest of Memories, Ralph Vernon Foster you
made a difference and I thank you.

Doug Stein (OSU Rx 1984-2000) - March 28 at 10:14 AM

“

Our tears for losing Ralph are only exceeded by the blessings he gave us and so
many others throughout his life. We all mourn the passing of our courageous brother
and extend loving sympathies to Ruth, his children, and his grandchildren. Colonel
Foster was among the men we admire most, and he will be sorely missed. Goodbye
dear friend -- well done.
Ken and Karen Hale

Ken Hale - March 28 at 09:22 AM

“

The South High School Alumni Association and its Board of Directors want to
express our sympathy and send condolences at the death of your loved one. Our
entire South High School family is diminished by his passing.

Columbus South High School Alumni Associ - March 27 at 07:23 PM

“

I was welcomed into this family when I met and married my husband, John High, 46
years ago. Ralph was a wonderful person to become Cousins with. I will miss him
and his wonderful family stories, especially the ones about the “red-haired aunts”.

Cyndi High - March 27 at 07:00 PM

“

Ralph, a man of great integrity, love for the Lord, family and country. A true member
of the "greatest generation" and will be sorely missed

Steve & Maeva Rish - March 27 at 02:23 PM

