Rahe Bassett Corlis, Ph.D.
August 30, 1933 - March 9, 2021

Rahe B. Corlis, Ph.D., age 87, of Upper Arlington, Ohio died on Tuesday, March 9, 2021
at Kobacker House.
Rahe Corlis was born on August 30, 1933 in Cincinnati, Ohio the second son of Leming
Bassett Corlis and Lucille Kramer Corlis. Also preceded in death was a brother, Leming B.
Corlis, Jr.
He is survived by his wife of 38 years Patricia A Child, daughter Michelle Corlis, step son
James R Child (Laura) and step daughter Laura McConnell (Douglas), and two
grandchildren James and John.
Dr. Corlis graduated in 1955 with a B.A. and a major in Psychology, an M.A. Degree in
Clinical Psychology in 1957, and a Ph.D. Degree in 1960 in Clinical Psychology all from
The University of Florida.
He was a staff psychologist at the Columbus Psychiatric Clinic from 1960 to 1961, Director
of Psychology Intern Training Program from 1961 to 1962, and Coordinator of
Psychological Services, Instructor in the Department of Psychiatry at the Ohio State
University Hospitals from 1962 to 1963. From 1963 to 1967, he was Coordinator of
Clinical Psychological Training and Assistant Professor in the College of Medicine at the
Ohio State University. He was Clinical Assistant Professor in the College of Medicine at
the Ohio State University from 1965 to 1992. He was also on the teaching staff and
consultant to Harding Hospital from 1986 to 1994. He was in private practice from 1967 to
2020 when he retired.
He was a member of the American Board of Professional Psychology (ABPP) with a
specialty in Clinical Psychology (Fellow of the Academy of Clinical Psychology, (FAClinP)
He contributed greatly to the field of psychology teaching practicum laboratories, courses,
and seminars to graduate students in clinical psychology at the Ohio State University. He

taught formal courses and seminars to psychiatric residents and medical students at the
Ohio State University College of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry. He also conducted a
weekly advanced professional continuing education seminar for psychologists and
psychiatrists from 1977 to 1998. He was adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department of
Psychology at The Ohio State University. He was a co- author of the book Psychotherapy
From the Center published in 1969. He also served on the Ohio State Board of
Psychology from 1994 to 1999.
In lieu of flowers, please make contributions to his favorite charities: The Ocean
Foundation, 1320 19th St., NW, 5th Floor, Washington, DC 20036 and The Ocean
Conservancy, 1300 19th St, NW, 8th Floor, Washington, DC 20036.

RAHE B. CORLIS

In the middle of the last century there emerged from war-torn Europe a fresh and
challenging new philosophy called existentialism. Among other things it summoned people
to begin to live in the present, to become open to deep individual meanings born of total
experience and not restricted to the ideas of others. It valued heightened awareness with
strong and immediate contact with self and others.
It was inevitable that this philosophy found its way into psychotherapy, the very theatre
where persons struggle to become authentically alive. Existential psychotherapy moved
through a new consciousness in places like California, New York, and Wisconsin. And
then it found its way into Ohio. One of its pre-eminent leaders was Rahe Corlis, Ph.D. He
had co-authored a book entitled Psychotherapy From the Center. It was a primer for those
wanting to know about the implementation of these new principles. He brought this
forward as a teacher to his medical students at The Ohio State University where he
served as a professor in the Department of Psychiatry, and to many other
psychotherapists who attended his seminars around central Ohio. And he challenged his
patients that he treated individually and in groups over the years in his Upper Arlington
office. Although he was highly knowledgeable in classical psychology with its emphasis on
childhood neurosis and trauma, and of the emerging new therapies focusing on the
correction of faulty thinking, he believed that the deeply effective work of psychotherapy
took place in the current moment as a lived experience: mind, heart and physical

sensation. Earlier he had studied with G.F. Perls, the founder of Gestalt psychotherapy. By
challenging pretense and by opening closed boundaries, he called others into new depths
of experience. He was an active member of The American Academy of Psychotherapists
where Existential Psychotherapy passed its most critical testing.
Rahe Corlis did not just teach a system of practicing psychotherapy. The principles
applied to life outside the office. In this regard he sought to be fully open to aliveness in all
ways-romping with his dog, learning to play his guitar, experiencing cuisine. But above all
there was his coming alive on the coral reef. In scuba diving he could enter into a new
world, living and moving as a guest among all the extraordinary creatures who interacted
there. He and his wife Patricia mastered underwater photography, and they traveled to
many select diving places in the Caribbean and the Pacific. They choreographed their
photography to carefully selected music, and the presentation was not only a unique gift to
friends but also merited public showings to rapt audiences.
Tribute Written By, Dr. James Gebhart

Comments

“

In 1975 I met Rahe for lunch at his favorite restaurant the name of which escapes me
now. I was in a counseling training program and I was having difficulties with the
training supervisor. Rahe listening carefully and our meeting concluded with Rahe
proposing that I enter therapy with him. After seeing him off and on (more on than
off) I learn of his death while visiting grandchildren in central Ohio. My wife and I last
saw Rahe and Pat was the summer of 2019. I managed to stay in touch with Rahe
by letters after that.
There is not much I can add to the tributes that others have written about him. He
helped me conquer my problems with authority figures. He supported me through a
mid-life divorce and remarriage. He essentially raised me because my parents did
not have good skills in this dimension of human life. All of my professional successes
are due to him. My heart is broken that I could not see him one last time before his
death. He rightly occupies a large part of my soul and I am thankful for this. Rahe
was always there as I was engaged with patients while doing psychotherapy. If there
is a hereafter, I hope I can find him to tell him how much I loved him. Daniel Merz

Daniel Merz - June 21 at 09:54 AM

“

Not only the kindest man I ever met, but his counseling gave me a new lease on life.
Without him, I would not be enjoying my new life at 73 years of age. The world is
lessened because of his passing. May he rest in well-deserves peace, forever.

Delmar Knotts - May 06 at 05:45 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your loss. Rahe was generous with his support, his
humor and his knowledge. A life well lived. So many people's lives were improved
with his skill and talent as a therapist. He was a good soul. I will miss him. I am glad
to have known him.
Alison McArthur

Alison McArthur - March 24 at 11:58 PM

“

Raye gave me hope!

Anna - March 15 at 10:11 AM

“

Rahe was one of the kindest souls I've ever met. In the 18 years I dated and later
spent married to Michelle, Rahe never once had a cross word for me, and he never
treated me with anything but affection. He loved Gators and Browns football, big
California Cabs, onion tart, steak Diane, rack of lamb, creme brulee, and apple pie. I
will remember him fondly forever.
Ken Lin

Ken Lin - March 14 at 09:47 PM

“

Rahe was a transformational person in my life and in the lives of so many family
members and friends. He had an astonishing ability to get close to, and into, the
souls of others without injuring or threatening. He disrupted without ever being
disruptive.
The mystery of why some people enter our lives at certain times is embodied in a felt
way for me, through Rahe’s quiet, attentive and wise presence over the decades.
Leslie Kern

Leslie Kern - March 13 at 12:06 PM

“

The best.
Myra D. Clark-Foster
Myra D. Clark- Foster - May 10 at 08:58 AM

“

I met Rahe in 1978----and saw him on and off until last year. There were so many
times when we said "need to check in with Rahe." In the early years he worked with
me to save my relationship with my partner and to shed a realistic light on our lives in
general. Trust--honesty--caring--kind and insightful are a few of the words I used
when I told people who he was. Sent many friends to him and they all agreed. What
a Mensch he was---he will be missed but I will always be able to "check in with him
through the memories" of our work together. Incredible life lessons. May his memory
be a blessing. wayne lawson

wayne lawson - March 13 at 11:26 AM

“

I have known Rahe since 1978. He was instrumental in my learning of why I am who
I am. He was knowledgeable, compassionate, reliable, cheerful, and sensible. He
helped me understand the effects of my past upbringing and experiences. He was
happy to sort out the difficulties that invariably arise in a couples' relationship. Above
all else, he was always available and eager to help.
Rahe was the best friend that anyone could possibly have in a professional setting. I
will greatly miss him. He taught me so much that I will carry forward in my life.

William Mitchell - March 13 at 11:10 AM

“

I am heart broken to learn of Rahe's passing. Over the past 30+ years, my whole
family saw Rahe at one time or another, and he was able to set us all "straight". I
leaned on him in times of need and I considered him a good friend. No matter what
the problems were, at the end of our session we always hugged goodbye. He will be
sorely missed and I pray that he rests in peace.
Bonnie A. MacAllister

Bonnie A MacAllister - March 12 at 09:17 AM

“

Rage was always a life raft in times of trouble.. He helped me, my family and friends.
In spite of serious health issues, he was always positive and optimistic
Kind and compassionate, he was a wonderful therapist and an even better person.
May his memory be a blessing.
Janet Bay, M.D.
Janet Bay - March 12 at 03:48 PM

“

Over the years, Rahe treated me, family and friends. Always a calming influence, he
helped me through difficult times. He was optimistic and positive,a wonderful therapist and
an even better person.
May his memory be a blessing.
Janet Bay - March 12 at 03:52 PM

“

Pat and Michelle, I am so sorry to hear of Rahe's passing. Although we did not get to spend
much time with him, both John and I really enjoyed talking with him. You and your families
are in our thoughts.
Jill - March 15 at 07:58 AM

“

Rahe was a "therapist's therapist." There's no better tribute to a psychotherapist than that!
Over the years, I and many of my therapist friends went to see Rahe and benefited greatly
by his wisdom and skill.
I first met Rahe in 1964, when I was a medical student at OSU and he was a psychologist
on my assigned inpatient unit. I remember being very impressed with his unique
perspectives in our patient staff confererences.
Beginning in 1968, Rahe led a weekly "sensitivity group" for OSU psychiatry residents that I
attended. Rahe was a co-leader in this group for over 25 years, which allowed a great
number of psychiatry and psychology trainees to observe him and other experienced
therapists at work, and to obtain unique knowledge in psychotherapy.
Rahe and I kept in touch periodically. We last had lunch in 2015 at a local restaurant. I will
miss his wit, wisdom and humanistic-based understanding of people and their hardships.
Emil R. Pinta - March 24 at 04:45 PM

“

I have known Rahe since 1981 when I began to see him for therapy. I liked him and
trusted him from the very beginning. Rahe was brilliant and full of wisdom, insight,
laughter, and kindness. I learned how to do therapy from my experience with him.
Rahe and I would often talk about the possibility of an afterlife and what it would be
like. Now he knows. I loved him and will always remember in my heart.

Dr. Joseph Gentilini - March 11 at 02:35 PM

