Paul Douglas Matzat
June 23, 1955 - August 18, 2020

The service will be available by live stream at 11 AM EDT at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7csj0oZYvVIjHnp8XeUHJw.

Paul Matzat, 65, of Westerville, OH (formerly Indianapolis, IN) passed away on August 18,
2020 after a 13-month battle with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). He is survived by
his wife of 40 years, Barbara (Schwartz), three daughters, Leah (Ian), Lara (Lucas), and
Lyssa, three grandchildren, one brother, Eugene, and two sisters, Dolores and Annette.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Ewald Matzat and Flora (Kothe) Matzat and his
sister Nancy. His many nieces, nephews, and extended family are spread across the
Midwest and country.
A visitation will be held Sunday, August 23 from 2-5 PM at Schoedinger Northeast, 1051
E. Johnstown Road, Gahanna OH 43230. The funeral service will be held Monday, August
24 at 11 AM at the Johnstown Independent Baptist Church, 7397 Johnstown-Alexandria
Rd, Johnstown, OH 43031. The service will be available by live stream at 11 AM EDT at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7csj0oZYvVIjHnp8XeUHJw. A graveside service will
follow at Maplewood Cemetery, 4585 Reynoldsburg-New Albany Road, P.O. Box 273,
New Albany, Ohio 43054.
To ensure the safety of all guests during the COVID-19 pandemic, Paul's family asks you
to wear a mask at all times during the visitation, funeral, and graveside service. There will
not be a reception after the service; however, Paul's family encourages you to make plans
on your own or in small groups. For the visitation, associates will manage the number of
people admitted to greet the family and maintain social distancing. Paul and his family ask
that, in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Providence Baptist Church of
Westerville, OH pbcwesterville.org or https://give.idonate.com/providence-baptistchurch/give or the ALS Association of Central and Southern Ohio at Team Matzat’s Walk
to Defeat ALS website http://web.alsa.org/site/TR?
pg=team&fr_id=14317&team_id=388752.

Paul was a man of faith and friendship, who was always full of life and laughter. Paul's
younger years were spent on his family farm in North Judson, Indiana. He graduated from
Purdue University with Bachelor and Master's degrees in Animal Science. Not only did he
meet his wife, Barbara, during those years, but he also made many life-long friends while
honing skills on the livestock and meat judging teams. While he can tell you every detail
about what to look for in a great cut of meat, his fashion sense during that time left
something to be desired - picture permed hair and leisure suits. Paul's career started off
with the intent to continue his family farming legacy; however, he took a leap of faith to
move his young family to Michigan State University to pursue a PhD in Swine Nutrition.
His time there kickstarted a long, productive career in animal agriculture and the swine
industry. Through his tenure at a variety of companies, he and his family lived in many
different places, including one of his favorite places, Colorado. He held a wide range of
positions from running production operations, to marketing, technical sales, RandD, and
more. He served on the board for the US Pork Center of Excellence. Throughout his
career, he was proud to have traveled to 41 countries; he took ideas, practices, products
to many of those countries and brought home friendships, stories, trinkets, and pictures
that he shared with everyone. No matter what country, state, or city he found himself, he
would stop into the butcher or grocery store meat counter to see what was popular, how
the cuts looked, how fresh it was, and he'd talk to whoever was behind the counter. Paul
never stopped learning, he was energized by learning more about agriculture from
different angles such as economics and business to new scientific fields like aquaculture
and enzyme engineering. Although never one to brag, Paul's roles as a colleague and
mentor are appreciated by countless.
Paul had friends everywhere he went. He treated everyone he met as an equal, with
respect, dignity, and kindness. His philosophy was to leave something better than the way
he found it - that ranged from picking up garbage on the side of the road, digging a
stranger out of a ditch during a snowstorm, clearing trees and brush out of the forest,
helping out a friend in need or a colleague succeed. His visits to colleagues or research
projects would always include a lunch for the grad students, a box of donuts for the early
morning start, or a shared meal to get to know the team. He invested time and energy into
his church community, serving as a church deacon and friend to all. His infectious love for
his family and friends filled any room he entered.
Paul held his role as a father, husband, and family man with the highest regard. Despite
his career and many travels, he made a point to be with his family for all of their important
events and supported his daughters and family with encouragement and a challenge
when needed. He was interested to learn about whatever Barb or his daughters were

studying or hobbies they were pursuing. He was always up for an adventure and spent
many hours hiking or exploring wherever he found himself when the opportunity arose. He
loved the open road and studied maps so that he was always prepared with the way to get
where he was going - this came in especially handy when driving his girls to college or on
moves around the country. With his family he was known as a grillmaster for steaks or
chops and a wizard making blueberry pancakes. His ideal family vacation was lounging on
the beach, jumping waves, and watching for turtles to hatch on Topsail Island, North
Carolina. He led and taught by example in that you work hard, help others, and do your
best in everything you do because it is the right thing to do, your good work will get
noticed, and when you need help, you've planted a seed of goodwill.
Paul's seeds of goodwill came pouring back when in July 2019 he was diagnosed with
ALS. As his body grew weaker, he was always happy and grateful for time to visit with
friends, colleagues, and family. He approached his battle with ALS the same way he
approached everything else, with determination and a thank you for all who helped him
along the way. Paul's support from friends and family provided a source of encouragement
and joy throughout this past year. His testimony of faith and hope in the Lord was tested
yet strengthened during this time. Like his philosophy of leaving things better than you
found them, the world was made better by Paul and is forever changed by his love and
kindness.
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Comments

“

So sorry to read of Pauls passing. I knew him during his MSU days and lost touch
with him after that. He was one of the good guys. When I was managing a teaching
farm at the Kellogg Biological Station, he was managing the swine farm on campus
and he would bring me a couple of bred sows each semester we had students. Easy
to work with.
Great guy.

Brian Troyer - January 28 at 11:18 PM

“

Euchre games at the MSU Swine Farm during lunch in grad school!!
Both of us had young families and shared some great moments together.
Our paths diverged after that but have fond memories of Paul the entire family.
Our prayers and condolences, and hope the many fond memories bring smiles and
laughter to ease the sorrow of loss.
Tony and LeeAnn Martin

Tony Martin, DVM, MS - August 27, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

I was so saddened and shocked to learn that Paul has died. I did not know he was
battling ALS. He was one of the kindest and generous industry colleagues I have
known. No matter what the circumstances, when we saw each other, we always had
a tremendous conversation. There was even a time where I thought we would work
directly. To all his family, I’m so sorry. Not only for your loss but also not knowing. He
will never be forgotten and missed deeply.

Charlie Francisco - August 27, 2020 at 09:14 AM

“

I’m just so sad to learn of Paul’s passing. It was always a pleasure and treat to see
him and visit with him. We shared a lot of love for the great outdoors.

Russ Nugent - August 27, 2020 at 07:14 AM

“

To Lara and family,
What a shock to learn of the passing of your father. He was a terrific man, as
evidenced by these tributes. I met him once at your wedding and remember his kind
smile, and his joy on his daughter’s special day. I am praying for all of you. May God
give you peace and His presence in the coming hours, days, weeks. With love, Laura
and Betsy Hoekstra

Laura Hoekstra - August 26, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

I had the great privilege of getting to know Paul while he was with Elanco, & I, faculty
at Purdue. Paul & I were both early-birds, so we would be at one of the campus-town
coffee shops when it opened when he had meetings on campus. Admittedly, our
conversations strayed from business, to life and fatherhood. As a fellow-adoptive
parent (my daughters were fairly young then) I truly cherished those conversations.
My sincere condolences to your family - as it was through those conversations - that I
know how much you meant to him. Rest in peace my friend,

TODD APPLEGATE - August 24, 2020 at 01:59 PM

“

That was a beautiful service for a man with a beautiful soul. We’ll miss you, Paul.
Your unmatched enthusiasm for life and your love and pride for family and friends will
not be forgotten. Go in peace, and without pain, my friend.

Derek Hamilton - August 24, 2020 at 12:23 PM

“

Thank You for sharing the streaming of the Service.... May Our LORD and FATHER
grant you Peace and the ability to go forward in Life...
Paul Tomasewski Brookfield, IL

Paloma Tomas - August 24, 2020 at 12:17 PM

“

Tandy Paarlberg lit a candle in memory of Paul Douglas Matzat

Tandy Paarlberg - August 24, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

I knew Paul when he worked at Elanco. I never worked directly with him, but he was
always so warm and friendly. I always appreciated that. Condolences to the family
during this sad time. Tandy Paarlberg

Tandy Paarlberg - August 24, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

I remember roadtrips with Paul where he bounded into each day with a smile and a
backpack, ready to wring the goodness out of that day, excepting the last say, when
he was just itching to get home to his family. I am joining you with only a small part of
all the grief and pain that this awful disease has caused, but this morning I am am
also singing this refrain from Isaiah, "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings of eagles, they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint." God bless you all.

John Deen - August 24, 2020 at 10:10 AM

“

It is so difficult to balance how sorry I am for your loss and the struggles of the last
year with the joy that my friend is home and that he got to share so many memories
with those of us he touched during that process. Paul was such an example to me as
a husband and father while being my boss at work. We shared so many meals
together during that time and his influence of balancing work and family shaped me
so much. Thanks to Barb and the girls for sharing Paul with me and letting him tell
the stories from your lives. He was a great man that shaped so many lives and I look
forward to seeing that big smile and hear his laugh when we meet again!

Doug Sullivan - August 23, 2020 at 03:36 PM

“

Over the years of our careers in the swine business, I would see Paul at almost
every gathering of folks interested in pigs.He always had a smile and a welcome
greeting- He had a calming influence on any room or gathering. His extensive
knowledge and gentle character will be greatly missed.

Max T Rodibaugh - August 23, 2020 at 10:29 AM

“

So sorry to learn of the loss of such wise and gentle man. I met Paul at Purdue many
years ago and he became an instant friend. The world is a better place because if
you, Paul. Rest In Peace.

Chris Wirthwein - August 23, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

To Paul’s family. I share the grief that you have for losing such a wonderful man. You
are in my thoughts and prayers. I was a business colleague of Paul for the last 30
years. He helped bring me to Jesus Christ and for that I can never repay him! You
can rest assured that Heaven is welcoming a Saint and all of his pain is gone. Please
know how much Paul meant to me and that he had a lasting impact on so many. You
were very fortunate to have had such a loving Husband, father, relative, friend, and
associate. Praise be to God for such a beautiful life.
In Christ,
Bob Ruth
Harrisburg PA

Bob Ruth - August 23, 2020 at 08:16 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Paul Douglas Matzat.

August 22, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

I had the privilege to work with Paul from time to time at a former employer of ours. I
would echo what others have posted here about the high quality person he was. His
character in many respects reflects that of our Savior, and I would propose that this
world would be a much better place were there more like Paul in it. Although we all
are much sad and will miss him greatly, as another Paul wrote, “to be absent from
the body is to be present with the Lord.” Without doubt Paul is now enjoying the
glories of heaven in the presence of the Lord Jesus. Grace and Peace to the Matzat
Family from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
David L Phillips

David L Phillips - August 22, 2020 at 04:55 PM

“

Paul was a good friend and colleague over the past 25 years, his visits and great
conversations will be sorely missed. Paul was such a positive person, he could
always put things in the right perspective. Paul treated everyone he met with genuine
interest and kindness. Paul was full of life and his infectious spirit filled any room he
entered. Rest peacefully Paul, you will live on in our memories. Brian Richert

Brian Richert - August 22, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Pauly! A colleague, friend, boss, an all around good man. To his family: Know that
your dad and husband made an impact on PEOPLE everywhere in the world. I am
one of them and am deeply sorry for your loss!

Kerryann Kocher - August 22, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Paul was a friend from North Judson. I was first chair trumpet, and he was my
second - we had great times together - even got into a little trouble together. His
cousin Terry and I were best men in each other’s wedding, so I knew all the Matzat
clan very well. Paul was one of the most genuine, honest, and caring persons I’ve
ever met. I am sorry for your loss, but I’m sure you know how blessed you were to
have him in your lives.

Rolly Nielsen - August 22, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

Paul and I met over 40 years ago at a Midwest Animal Science Meeting in Chicago.
Paul was in graduate school and managing the swine farm at Michigan State and I
was in graduate school and managing the swine farm at the University of Minnesota.
We had a lot in common and became fast friends. Over the years I've had the
pleasure of working with Paul on projects and committees and whenever we would
meet he would go out of his way to spend time talking with me about our lives and
our families. Paul is one of the finest people I've ever known. He had a heart of gold,
charisma, intelligence, drive and faith, He could, and did, light up the room. I will miss
sharing some laughs with him. RIP my friend.
Chad

Chad Hagen - August 21, 2020 at 06:29 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 21, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

We only knew Paul such a short time (one year) but knew from the start what a very fine
person he was. I enjoyed the video of his life. A good family man. He will be missed by all
who knew him. My deepest sympathy to Barb and is lovely girls.
Toni Aldridge
Toni Aldridge - August 22, 2020 at 10:38 AM

“

Your friends at PIC purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Paul Douglas Matzat.

Your friends at PIC - August 21, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

We met Paul when he became the Swine Farm Manager at MSU. He always greeted
You with a smile and a sincere "How are You doing". Today's swine business is not
limited by geography so Paul had a positive influence on many people across the
country. Condolences to his Family. Sincerely, Joe and Barb Strittmatter

Joe Strittmatter - August 21, 2020 at 11:33 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Paul Douglas Matzat.

August 21, 2020 at 11:32 AM

“

Jerry & Macey Cannon & Family purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Paul
Douglas Matzat.

Jerry & Macey Cannon & Family - August 21, 2020 at 09:21 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Paul Douglas Matzat.

August 21, 2020 at 08:43 AM

“

Paul was a great friend, colleague and ambassador of Christ. I was so glad I got to
see him at Leman last year, where I met Alyssa. We were friends for all of my 25
professional years, he was just one of the nicest friends you could ever ask for. I
always looked forward to Paul coming to North Carolina, we would break bread, and
of course. Paul could easily return the friendly banter and I always looked him up at
shows and meetings to share the gossip of the day. This is of course a sad time, but
I'm glad he is saved and free from further suffering,
Your brother in Christ,
Jeff Hansen

Jeff Hansen - August 21, 2020 at 06:13 AM

“

Thank you Dr Paul for the many roles you played in our life. Coworker and friend
aren’t enough to describe it. You were truly a mentor and an inspiration.

Jim Bishop - August 20, 2020 at 09:19 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the family during these difficult times at the loss of Paul.
May you all find comfort in the knowledge the Paul is pain free and at peace. Paul
will be missed for his consummate friendship, joyful laughter, witty humor, and
probing questions. Layi Adeola, Department of Animal Sciences, Purdue University.

Layi Adeola - August 20, 2020 at 09:13 PM

“

Matz was one of the really, really GOOD guys. Ever since Snooze( Dave Walter)
introduced over 40 years ago, every time we see each other, at pork events, he asks
how I am doing with as much sincerity as anyone and always has that great smile.
Our prayers are with his family. Ernie and Paula Barnes

Ernie Barnes - August 20, 2020 at 09:11 PM

“

I remember going on hikes and those blueberry pancakes.

Jessica Martin - August 20, 2020 at 08:29 PM

“

Paul was one of the friends that I intentionally looked for at every industry meeting.
His smile and humor were medicine for me. There will be a hole in the industry
created by Paul’s absence.

Karen (Lehe) Robertson, DVM - August 20, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Paul was a tremendous person and knowledgeable member of the meat, pork, and
ag communities. Helpful, intelligent, nice, and fun are a few of the things that come to
mind. So sorry to his family for this loss. Collette Kaster, AMSA

Collette Kaster - August 20, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

Paul was the nicest person, always positive always encouraging. He had a natural
sense of humor. Just all around professional and family man. He will be missed.
Allan Schinckel, Purdue University Animal Sciences.

Allan Schinckel - August 20, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

Dear family, your dear Husband and Dad will be missed by all who knew him. We
always had MSU discussions and laughed at some trends in the agriculture world.
His smile was so beautiful and contagious. My sorrows to you, but don’t worry, God
will take care of him. Gretchen Myers Hill, a Hoosier born Purdue and MSU grad

Gretchen Myers Hill - August 20, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

Paul was a great friend and a better person. He was always willing to help a friend
when needed. He had a wonderful sense of humor and an ability to lighten up a
tough moment. Paul was able to engage all people he came into contact with, and
make them feel comfortable and at ease. Paul will be sorely missed by everyone that
knew him.
Simon Hall

Simon Hall - August 20, 2020 at 12:49 PM

“

Rosemary Starcovic lit a candle in memory of Paul Douglas Matzat

Rosemary Starcovic - August 20, 2020 at 10:37 AM

