Patricia Dell Redman Wetherbee
February 9, 1929 - October 8, 2020

Patty Wetherbee died peacefully on October 8, 2020. She was 91 years old, born on
February 9, 1929, to Byron and Gaynelle Redman in Cincinnati, Ohio. Patty was a
graduate of Upper Arlington High School (1947). She attended Cornell University and The
Ohio State University, graduating from OSU in 1951. She married her high school
sweetheart, Milton Richard "Dick" Wetherbee, in 1951. After 65 years of marriage, Dick
preceded Patty in death in 2016. Patty missed him every day. She was also preceded in
death by her brother, Byron "Pete" Redman, Jr.
Patty worked for Lazarus in downtown Columbus for a year as a window dresser, then
became a mother. A dedicated mother and homemaker, Patty raised six children in Upper
Arlington and then out on Hoover Reservoir in Delaware County. Dick and Patty moved to
First Community Village in 2013, and enjoyed renewing old friendships and kindling new
ones. Most recently, Patty moved to Grand Rapids, MI, to be closer to family.
Patty was an accomplished and passionate artist. She discovered oil painting in the '70s
and was an active student at the Columbus Cultural Arts Center, a member of the
Worthington Area Art League, and a participant in both juried and personal exhibits
around Columbus. She also cherished sessions over the years at the Vermont Studio
Center in Johnson, VT. Patty earned a second Bachelor's in 1987 from OSU in Art
Education.
A child of the Depression who grew up during World War II, as well as the daughter of a
beloved civic figure, Patty was an ardent believer in active citizenship, and one's duty to
be a member of the larger community. Patty volunteered in the public schools in Delaware
and Franklin County, sharing her love for art and reading. She volunteered at the MidAmerica Food Pantry, and was a voting poll worker for many years. She urged her
daughters and granddaughters to vote, reminding them that it was not too long ago that
women didn't have that right.
Patty grew up in a founding family of First Community Church. Patty, along with Dick, was

a counselor at Camp Akita. Later, she and Dick formed Couple Circle 20 in 1951, which
has met regularly since then. Patty was a thinker, a reader, and a believer. Over her
lifetime she was also a member at St. John's Episcopal Church (Worthington, Ohio) and
St. John's Episcopal Church (Arlington, Vermont). Patty was a member of another source
of fellowship, a women's group known as The Sewing Circle who first met as young
mothers with their mending and continued to meet until the last year of Patty's life.
A Campfire Girl, Patty loved everything outdoors -- birding, camping, gardening, hiking,
and sailing -- and instilled that love in her children. Patty and Dick shared many
adventurous travels to places such as the Bahamas, Europe, and Alaska. They spent
summers at their cabin in the woods near Arlington, VT. Patty will be remembered for her
love of family and community, her kind heart and generous spirit, and her love for and
creation of beauty.
Patty was a mother of six, grandmother of thirteen, and great grandmother of six. She is
survived by her children: John (Diana) Wetherbee, Kathy (Jim) Betzhold, Peter Wetherbee
(Ruth Rappaport), Susie (Martin) Hall, Betsy (Don) Jackson, Paul Wetherbee (Gretchen
Colonius); thirteen grandchildren: Cristen Dutcher, Sara Warner, Heidi Wetherbee, Molly
Kusek, Robin Coccagna, Alice Betzhold, Benjamin Wetherbee, Peter Hall, Rebekah Hall,
Sam Jackson, Caroline Jackson, Luke Wetherbee, Kirby Wetherbee; and four great
grandchildren: Jack Dutcher, Savannah Kusek, Gaynelle Kusek, Eliza Warner, Kaitlyn
Warner, and Isabel Warner.
Given coronavirus precautions, there will be a private burial service for family only at
Green Lawn Cemetery in Columbus, Ohio. Plans for a memorial service in the future will
be announced.

Cemetery
Green Lawn Cemetery
1000 Greenlawn Avenue
Columbus, OH, 43223

Comments

“

Patty was a valued member of Rusty Singers at First Community Village. The
Heavenly Choir is getting an enthusiastic member.
Rusty Singers at FCV

J L - October 15, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

Kathy and siblings,
I'm very sorry to hear of the passing of your mother. She was such an engaging and
dynamic woman, and you were blessed to have her in your lives for so long. I'm sure
she enriched your children's and grandchildren's lives in the same wonderful and
enduring ways she did your own. I hope you find comfort in the memories.
Marilyn Doyle Dittoe

Marilyn Dittoe - October 13, 2020 at 08:22 PM

“

We have wonderful memories of when we and Dick and Patty were neighbors on
Wesley Court on the Village Green. We shared family stories and felt like we knew
you children and grandchildren. We had fun times together, like the time Dick
borrowed a cider press and we used a kazillion apples that yielded a modest amount
of cider. But it was tasty! They were dear folks and we have missed them!
Dick and Barbara Webster

Dick & Barbara Webster - October 13, 2020 at 11:30 AM

“

My friend and I owned a small business for over 25 years on the village green in
Worthington. Patty and Dick became friends and would stop and chat with us so
many days and share about their family and we would share about ours. Once they
figured out when we had birthdays on that day when we came to work we would see
a big Happy Birthday sign in their window of their home...how sweet is that!! Years
ago before they moved Patty gave me one of her paintings which has hung in my
home and I look at often and think of her and smile.
Jill Gibbs

Jill Gibbs - October 12, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

Comfort & condolences to Patty Wetherbee’s family. She and Dick were valuable
members of our church Couples Circle. Patty’s friendship over the years will remain a
treasured memory. Blessings to all of her family. Sue Wilson & Bill Judy

Susanne Wilson & Bill Judy - October 11, 2020 at 01:00 PM

“

Dear family,
When I think of the ideal family yours is always number 1. The memories of Patty
and Dick and all they contibuted to Big Walnut and our society will always remain
strong with me. I remember one of you telling me how your family would sit and talk
around the dinner table after you finished your meal. Your house was the ideal
setting for a large very active family and of course your backyard led to more activity
in Hoover Reservoir. I am very thankful for Patty and Dick being part of my life and of
course I am very thankful for you kids (yes, you are still my kids) being part of my life
also.
Love,
Roger Roberts

Roger Roberts - October 11, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

Condolences to the family. Certainly sorry to learn of Mrs. Wetherbee's passing.
I remember her as a loving & caring mom who had a kind & gentle soul. May she rest
in peace.
Brent Culver

Brent Culver - October 11, 2020 at 09:35 AM

