Nicholas J. Perrini
January 6, 1932 - June 20, 2019

Nicholas John Perrini, age 87, passed away Thursday, June 20, 2019. He was born on
January 6, 1932 in Columbus, Ohio to Nicola Modesto Perrini and Christina Agriesti
Perrini. He graduated from Columbus Central High School and received his Bachelor's
degree in Music Education degree from The Ohio State University and a Masters in music
theory from The Ohio State University. He also served two years the United States Army
as a First Lieutenant in the tank corps, including a 20 month tour of duty in Germany
serving as Platoon Leader of the Sixth Armored Cavalry.
His incredible accomplishments in the music field began as a piano student of Edith
Pedrick who he often identified as the most influential teacher in his life. Late in his
sophomore year of high school he was introduced to the horn which became his lifelong
love and passion. He joined the band at Columbus Central High School in his junior year
and went on to OSU where he performed in the concert band and orchestra as principal
hornist but also was proud to have spent three years playing in the marching band,
TBDBITL.
When he returned to Columbus after serving in the Army, he was hired in 1958 by Capital
University to teach horn. He went on to serve in the same job at the same place for 53
years., a remarkable record for anyone. During that time, he also taught trumpet, tuba,
brass pedagogy, all levels of theory, including counterpoint, orchestration, form and
analysis, and music history and he conducted the Concert Band, Marching Band and all
opera/music productions from 1979-2002. He was especially proud of developing the horn
program from one student in 1954 to as many as 26 students in the studio in 1973 and
hosted 26 horn festivals. His horn choir performed twice at the prestigious Heldenleben
Horn Competition and he was also chosen to serve as a judge for the competition. He also
developed the orchestral program from what started as 16 university performers in 1973 to
a large university/community orchestra (up to 70 performers) and upon his retirement
became Conductor Emeritus. Nick's students have gone on to study and/or teach in the
nation's most prestigious academic institutions and to play in outstanding musical
ensembles throughout the country.

As a performer, Nick gave 50 faculty recitals, founded the Capital Brass faculty brass
quintet and played many years with the Capital Winds faculty woodwind quintet. He not
only performed and conducted in his career, he was also a published composer.
Nick was also active as a performer in the central Ohio area by performing as Principal
Horn in the Columbus Symphony Orchestra for 22 years and was in the section an
additional 13 years before that. He was also the first collegiate student to be hired to play
in the Columbus Little Symphony, which later became the Columbus Symphony
Orchestra. Two of his most memorable moments were being featured as soloist with the
orchestra twice. He gave many other performances throughout Ohio and he performed
with the Wheeling Symphony, Springfield Symphony, Lima Symphony, Mansfield
Symphony, Licking County Symphonic Orchestra, Lancaster Festival Orchestra and
Central Ohio Symphony Orchestra.
In 1973 Nick was honored with the Ohio House of Representatives Musicians Award and
was inducted into The Columbus Senior Musicians Hall of Fame in 2003 and named
Professor Emeritus at Capital in 2011.
In any spare time, Nick enjoyed fishing, wine-making, reading, listening to music of all
types and spending time with his family.
Those surviving who will cherish Nick's memory include his wife, Janet Perrini; children,
Elisa Fitzmartin (Michael), Justine "Tina" Baker (Chip), Catherine Rice (Jeff) and Cynthia
Fox (Aaron); 9 grandchildren, Megan Fitzmartin, Victoria Fitzmartin, Sean Fitzmartin,
McLean Fitzmartin, Marcella Thompson, Zachary Hartsell, Haley Bok, Cameron Bok and
Olivia Rice. Also surviving is one sister-in-law, Irene Perrini, nephew, Ed Perrini and niece,
Chris Castle and their families plus many cousins and other relatives. In addition to his
parents, Nick was preceded in death by his brother, Edward Perrini.
Visitation will be held 1-4 pm and 6-8 pm Sunday at Schoedinger East Chapel, 5360 E.
Livingston Ave., where the funeral service will be held at 11 am Monday, June 24, 2019.
Private family interment to follow at Lithopolis Cemetery. Rev. Drew Tucker, officiating.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Nicholas J Perrini Scholarship, Capital
University, 1 Main St., Columbus, Ohio 43209.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - June 22, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

I remember Nick Perrini coming to Clinton Elementary School every year when I was
a student there to teach us about the instruments, and performing with a small group
from the Columbus Symphony Orchestra. We had a special assembly for this every
year. This would have been during the years of around 1956-1962. I remember him
after these many years...My condolences on the loss of a great man.
Jane Reed
Zanesville, OH

Jane Reed - June 23, 2019 at 09:57 PM

“

Angela Kadow lit a candle in memory of Nicholas J. Perrini

Angela Kadow - June 23, 2019 at 01:48 PM

“

Angela Kadow lit a candle in memory of Nicholas J. Perrini

Angela Kadow - June 23, 2019 at 01:47 PM

“

We only knew Nick briefly in recent years, but were impressed with his
professionalism and the joy and life enrichment he brought to Janet. We so much
enjoyed reading all of his distinguished accomplishments and contributions to the
music world and those around him.

Bill and Ruth Ann Hoyt - June 23, 2019 at 08:46 AM

“

Michael Bowlus and family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Nicholas
J. Perrini.

Michael Bowlus and family - June 23, 2019 at 08:25 AM

“

I knew Nick before moving to Columbus from IHS Symposiums and his horn student
Sarah Schmalenberger, who was a colleague of mine in the Duluth Symphony. Nick’s
passion for music was foundational to his being. He shared many blessings in his
lifetime.

Heidi Wick - June 22, 2019 at 10:27 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Nicholas J. Perrini.

June 22, 2019 at 09:33 PM

“

Nick Perrini was a special person - a talented performer, fantastic teacher, and good
friend. I was one of his earlier students in the early sixties, and he was immediately
noticed as an enthusiastic person, and yes, a character! When he took over the
marching band, we all knew he was very familiar with what it takes to make a band
good. I will cherish the stories he told me about his college days at Ohio State. I will

relate one of them...he was a student aide to a concert in the auditorium, and was
responsible for raising the concert grand piano lid. The light was bright, and he could
not locate the hole in the piano lid for the support, so he placed it at what he thought
looked like a good angle. As luck would have it, the first thing the pianist played was
a strong chord with both hands, and the lid came crashing don, broke the sounding
board, and they had to bring in another piano! Hearing him tell that story in his
animated way with sound effets had me in stitches. As drum major at Capital, I
learned lots from him about leadership. I last saw him and Jan at a reunion, and we
enjoyed talking and attending a student recital in Mees Hall. He was as lively,
humorous and vibrant as he was when he arrived at Cap. My condolences to Jan
and the family. He is one great guy that will be missed. Rest in peace, my friend.
Doug Scott '63 - brother of Edna Scott Hansen .
Douglas Scott - June 22, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

Nick Perrini came to Capital as an instructor when I entered as a student. I enjoyed
very much knowing him and learning from him.
Edna Scott [Scotty] Hansen, Class of 1959.

Edna Scott Hansen - June 22, 2019 at 03:27 PM

“

Nicholas Perrini was a great man, and I hold his memory with reverence. He met my
daughter when she was a freshman high school horn player, as Natalie was friends
with one of his students. When he heard Natalie play horn, he approached me about
giving her horn lessons. We were a family with five kids, not a large income and were
already paying for her to take violin. Mr. Perrini gave Natalie her lessons for free and
mentored her through high school and college at Capital University.
He came to her high school graduation party and sat and talked to my dad for hours
like they were old time friends. The two of them were from very different backgrounds
but I will never forget how they hit it off that day.
Mr. Perrini played his horn at Natalie’s wedding ceremony. It was truly beautiful. He
has always been kind and respectful to me.
Rest In Peace, Mr. Perrini. You have touched the lives of many students and friends
in your time here on earth.
Jody Porreca

Joanna Porreca - June 22, 2019 at 12:38 PM

“

Capital University Conservatory of Music purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the
family of Nicholas J. Perrini.

Capital University Conservatory of Music - June 22, 2019 at 12:37 PM

“

Maestro.
He was the reason I loved orchestral music. His passion in class when I was at
Capital ('95 grad) was truly infectious and he was so very supportive of me, and I
simply loved him.
Too many memories of him, but I remember sitting with him at a Phi Mu formal and
watching him swirl the wine in the candlelight- he sure loved making wine!
I'm so grateful to him for those encouraging words when I needed them and equally
thankful for the music he introduced us to. You will live on in your students. Thank
you, Maestro.

Crystal Traini - June 22, 2019 at 12:14 PM

“

Nick was cool dude!

Ben Brace - June 22, 2019 at 11:01 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Nicholas J. Perrini.

June 22, 2019 at 07:56 AM

“

I learned a lot playing in the orchestra at Capital under his direction.
Condolences to all family and friends.

Linda Dauwalder-Dachtyl - June 22, 2019 at 01:41 AM

“

B Ruce And Vickie Knapp lit a candle in memory of Nicholas J. Perrini

B ruce and Vickie Knapp - June 21, 2019 at 09:59 PM

“

Me Perrini was a great man. Our family loved him. He taught my daughter Ashley well. RIP
great man.
B ruce and Vickie Knapp - June 21, 2019 at 10:00 PM

“

I love to hear an excellent horn, and Nicholas gave us that. Janet, I rejoice in your many
hay years together. Margie Thompson Barrett.
Margie Barrett - June 23, 2019 at 03:54 PM

“

Nicks love of horn and teaching will live on and ripple through the generations in ways we
will never know. How fitting a tribute that when I learned of his passing, 14 members of the
adult horn choir I started (inspired by my experiences with him at Capital) were about to
perform for a church service. It truly was a blessing to have had him in my life and he will
always hold a special place in my heart.
Melinda Kellerstrass - Capital Class of 1981
Melinda Kellerstrass - June 24, 2019 at 07:52 AM

