Monica Terez
April 19, 1957 - May 13, 2019

Monica Terez, 62, of Columbus passed away unexpectedly on Monday, May 13. Monica
lived a life of service, working as a clinical nurse educator and neonatal intensive care
nurse. She traveled the world to help those less fortunate and teach newborn resuscitation
techniques to health care professionals in Haiti, Kenya, Ethiopia and Rwanda. As a
program manager at The Ohio State University's Office of Global Health, she worked for
the OSU/Greif Neonatal Survival Program, which has provided more than 500 nurses and
physicians in low-income countries with training in newborn resuscitation.
As part of that work, Monica led development of a Specialized Newborn Care Unit at St.
Therese Hospital in Hinche, Haiti, which has one of the highest rates of infant mortality
worldwide. This was the first time any of the more than 2,000 infants born each year at St.
Therese had access to a crib, clean linens, life-monitoring equipment and a trained
neonatal nursing staff. Hundreds of newborn lives have been saved in Haiti as a result.
Said one mother: "I delivered three babies previous to this one. Each baby died because
they were born premature, and I was told nothing could be done to save them. Now look!
This was my fourth pregnancy, and I stand before you today holding my baby in my arms
because of your amazing work!"
Monica had more than 30 years of neonatal experience, including nearly 10 years in the
neonatal intensive care unit at the Wexner Medical Center. She also worked at Nationwide
Children's Hospital and OhioHealth Riverside Methodist Hospital.
Monica is survived by children Derek Skorupski (Kasia) and Lauren Rendell (Matt) and
brothers Jim (Phyllis), Dennis (Nancy) and Tom (Angela), as well as nieces Claire, Kelly,
Kristin, Cate, Melanie and Annie Terez. She was preceded in death by parents Clarence
(her hero) and Harriett Terez.
Monica dearly loved her children and nieces. She was always willing to travel and support
her kids wherever they were on their journeys. She enjoyed taking her nieces to "Camp

Girl Power" at Mohican State Park, dancing the polka at the Polish festival at St.
Stanislaus Cathedral in Cleveland (where her parents were married), and playing games
with her family. Her nicknames included "Mont" and "Monti," and when she arrived at
family gatherings, her nieces would always greet her with a loud chorus of "Aunt Mont!"
An OSU graduate and proud Buckeye fan, Mont recalled with fondness the time she took
her 82-year-old dad to a Buckeye football game against Kent State, the alma mater of her
brother Jim. Monica was a deeply spiritual person - and she brought tremendous prayer
power to every close OSU game! She will be greatly missed by her family and friends.
Monica's memorial service will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 22, followed by
visitation from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL at 1740
Zollinger Rd., Columbus, OH 43221. All family and friends are warmly invited.
In lieu of flowers, Monica's family invites donations to Midwives for Haiti, online at
https://midwivesforhaiti.org/donate-now/ or by check to Midwives for Haiti, 7130 Glen
Forest Dr., Suite 101, Richmond VA 23226. Enter "Monica Terez" in the "gift in honor of"
box if contributing online, or write her name on the check if contributing by mail. The funds
will be used for receiving blankets and other essential supplies for mothers who have
babies at St. Therese Hospital.
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Memorial Service

04:30PM - 05:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

MAY
22

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of the loss of Monica. My sympathy to the family.
Her work & dedication was amazing!
You are all in my thoughts & prayers!
Pamela Mutryn Janashak

pamela janashak - May 25 at 12:34 PM

“

To Monica’s kids and family, I was saddened today when I learned about Monica’s
passing. We started our nursing careers together on the Pediatric unit at Riverside. I
remember when both of the kids were born. I enjoyed her friendship. Prayers for all
of you during this difficult time.
Connie Isler

Connie Isler - May 24 at 07:41 PM

“

Love and prayers to Monica’s kids and family. I worked with Monica many years ago
in the NICU and remember her with great fondness. She had the most lively, loving
spirit. May God comfort us as we grieve.

Sue Barb - May 24 at 03:05 PM

“

My husband and I had the joy of serving in Haiti 7 1/2 years ago with Monica. On our
way to Haiti, we met a woman at the airport who was connected to a Haitian hospital.
This moment, our meeting, our team was totally God ordained! From that 20-minute
conversation bloomed an incredible vision. After our return to the states, Monica
invited many prominent OSU medical community leaders to hear a presentation by
our new Haiti connection. In God's perfect timing, there had just been an offer of a
grant from Greif Packaging Charitable Trust, specifically, they wanted to focus on
women and children. From Monica's vision and passion grew The Ohio State
University's Greif Neonatal Survival Program. Monica has left her earthly shackles
behind but her passion and vision will live on. See you later, sweet friend.

Laurie Mohler - May 22 at 12:56 PM

“

18 files added to the album Memories Album

Tim Pheister - May 22 at 11:11 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Monica Terez.

May 22 at 10:47 AM

“

Monica was an amazing person that I had the privilege of going to Haiti with in 2010.
We worked in a tent hospital for 2 weeks after the earthquake.
She was one of the most inspiring and passionate people I have ever known. Being
on that trip with her changed my life forever! She will be greatly missed!

Tim Pheister - May 22 at 09:55 AM

“

Monica was my dear friend. I will forever cherish all of the memories I have of her.
The talks we had on our walks, runs, and car rides. Our trip out to Cali when she
motivated me to run and finish a 1/2 marathon alongside her. The times we helped
each other survive a tough shift at work and have our favorite hash brown casserole
for breakfast. She was a kind, positive, and selfless person that taught me to never
stop challenging myself. I loved her dearly, and she will be so very missed.

Amy Whittington - May 21 at 09:43 PM

“

Monica, you were kind beyond words and such a pleasure to know as our girls were
growing up together. So many memories of the times we watched them play, grow,
and become the wonderful women they are today. I will always remember those
times with you.

As I came to know you better, I was often in awe of all that you did to save the lives
of so many children in Haiti. As I told you many times, there is a secure place in
Heaven for you. . .which I know you are experiencing now. I absolutely know that
Jesus was there to welcome you home and that other souls are there with you, many
of them babies or young children. And perhaps a dog or two!
You have left behind a legacy. God bless you and keep you in the palm of his hands.
Fondly,
Carol Caruso
A.K.A. "Mang's Mom"
Carol Caruso - May 21 at 08:26 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Monica Terez.

May 21 at 10:28 AM

“

My friend Monica and I worked together in the OSU NICU for seven years and then
kept in touch the last 10 years after I moved to Arizona. She came to AZ two years
ago and we had a great time catching up and going to visit beautiful Sedona. We had
a wonderful time, we sat down by the river, we laughed, we cried, we ate, we walked.

God was there with us, she was happy. We listened to “The River” by Jordan, she
loved this song, We visited the Church of the Rock, we lit a candle and said a prayer.
I loved her like s sister...and I will miss her. She is at peace now and us with Jesus,
her best friend.

Carol Rose Cracraft - May 21 at 04:14 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss of Monica. I worked with Monica in the NICU at Ohio
State. She was such an amazing person, nurse and role model. The world is a better
place because she was in it. I personally felt the love and compassion she gave to
each and every person she came across and I will always remember how much good
she has done for others near and far. She was the closest definition of an angel. My
deepest sympathy for your loss.
Nickie Miller

Nickie Miller - May 21 at 01:21 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Monica Terez.

May 20 at 08:33 PM

“

So sorry to hear of this great loss. Monti was one of my dearest childhood friends. I
have so many fond memories of the Terez home on Tabor and Monti's secret
playhouse behind her closet where we played with our dolls. I still remember Mont on
her first holy communion she looked like a little angel. She grew up to be an angel
following her mission to save babies. Heaven has a new angel and light. Monti's
mom and dad will be waiting for her.
My deepest sympathy to Mont's brothers, Jim, Dennis, and Tom; to her children,
Derek and Lauren and sister in laws and nieces.
With Prayers Madeline Toncar-Corsi

Madeline Toncar-Corsi - May 20 at 07:01 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Pam Potter - May 20 at 01:55 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Terez - May 20 at 12:23 PM

“

“

I'm so sorry Tom.
Amy - May 20 at 05:49 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Terez - May 20 at 12:19 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Terez - May 20 at 12:14 PM

“

L to R – Angela (sister-in-law), Annie (niece), Melanie (niece). This was such an exciting
evening!
Tom Terez - May 20 at 01:16 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to the entire Terez family. I'll remember Monica for her
conviviality. Thinking of you during this difficult time.
Chris Fracaro - May 21 at 08:32 AM

