Rev. Dr. Merlin Henry Hoops
October 2, 1926 - December 20, 2017

The Rev. Dr. Merlin Henry Hoops, age 91, entered into life eternal on December 20, 2017.
He was born October 2, 1926 at home on the family farm in Byron, Nebraska to the late
Henry Christopher and Anna (Meyer) Hoops. A graduate of Byron High School, Merlin
went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Capital University, Masters of Divinity from
Trinity Lutheran Seminary and a PhD in New Testament and Greek from the University of
Hamburg in Germany. In 1960, Dr. Hoops accepted a call to teach at Trinity Lutheran
Seminary. He was a dedicated professor and pastor in the Ohio Synod until his retirement
in 1996. He faithfully cared for his wife and daughter as long as he was physically able. He
also served on the Franklin County board of MRDD and was active in the Multiple
Sclerosis Society. Always a fan of Nebraska football, an invitation to go out to dinner
meant that the Cornhuskers had been victorious. (Go Big Red!). Dr. Hoops is survived by
his loving and devoted wife, Elizabeth Barbara (Obermeyer) Hoops, of Wesley Ridge
Retirement Community in Reynoldsburg, OH; daughters Amy Beth Hoops of Grove City,
OH and Pamela (Doug) Ritterling of Anderson, SC; grandchildren Maren Kay (Zacharias)
Fleer, Jenna Sophia (Timothy) Marquardt and Landon Douglas Marvin Ritterling; sistersin-law, Dorothy Dykman of Kansas City and Gertrude "Trudy" (Delvin) Hutton of Blair, NE;
numerous special nieces, nephews, extended family, colleagues and friends. In addition to
his parents, he was preceded in death by four siblings, Martin Hoops, Esther Loontjer,
Lola Kirchhoff and Vernon Hoops. Visitation will be from 2-4pm and 6-8pm Wednesday,
December 27, 2017 at Schoedinger East Chapel, 5360 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus, OH
43232. Funeral Service 11am Thursday, December 28, 2017 at Trinity Lutheran Seminary,
2199 E. Main St., Bexley, OH 43209 where family will greet friend from 10-11am; The Rev.
David Shull, presiding. Private family interment will take place at a later date in St. Peter's
Lutheran Cemetery, Byron, NE. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
Memorial Fund at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in his memory. Visit www.schoedinger.com to
share memories or extend condolences.

Events
DEC
27

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Schoedinger East Chapel
5360 East Livingston Avenue, Columbus, OH, US, 43232

DEC
27

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Schoedinger East Chapel
5360 East Livingston Avenue, Columbus, OH, US, 43232

DEC
28

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Trinity Lutheran Seminary
2199 E Main St, Columbus, OH, US, 43209

DEC
28

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Trinity Lutheran Seminary
2199 E Main St, Columbus, OH, US, 43209

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - December 26, 2017 at 02:36 PM

“

I had Dr. Hoops for studies in the Gospel of John when he was first at ELTSIC as it
was known at that time. I recall his course and him as a most interesting study of
John by a very well versed and up to date scholar providing solid contemporary
information about the nature and background of the Gospel, along with teaching it
and leading us in discussions of it in a delightful and engaging manner. I remember
Dr. Hoops as one of the most delightful professors I had the privilege of studying
with, among a group of teachers which, by any comparison with professors I'd
formerly had in college were for the most part utterly outstanding. Professor Hoops
was one of the top, along with Professors Meuser, Fendt, et al. I can well imagine
how much Merlin Hoops will be missed! I am terribly sorry to hear of his demise! He
was a wonderful man and professor!

Ralph L. Meyer - March 07, 2018 at 09:11 AM

“

A favorite prof during my seminary years, nurturing a love of Greek NT that is still
with me.

Pr. Dick Hegal - February 24, 2018 at 12:08 PM

“

Dr. Hoops will be missed at Wesley Ridge Retirement Community. We're praying for
peace and comfort for his family.

Trish Mayhorn - December 27, 2017 at 12:37 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rev. Dr. Merlin Henry Hoops.

December 26, 2017 at 10:06 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Rev. Dr. Merlin Henry
Hoops.

December 26, 2017 at 04:18 PM

“

Merlin, very good friend during all my years as a Trinity professor and president.
I thought him an example of Jesus' reference to Nathanael as "an Israelite, indeed, in
whom there is no guile" (John 1:47). He was always genuine; loving and kind; a true
disciple; a beloved teacher; a faithful witness; a blessing to students, faculty, all the
seminaries of the church, his community; and a Godsend to his family.
What a gift of God!
Lord, send us more like Merlin.
The Rev. Dr. Fred W. Meuser
President Emeritus
Trinity Lutheran Seminary

Fred - December 25, 2017 at 12:04 PM

“

In Dr. Hoops' classroom in 1960-61, I first learned the process of "exegesis," how to
interpret a New Testament text. He was a conscientious and thoughtful professor
who devoted real effort and care to our learning as beginning seminarians. Since I
went on to do doctoral New Testament studies, I had the privilege of becoming his
colleague as a teaching professor and often had contacts with him over the years.
Merlin faithfully inquired about my welfare and my progress in teaching and
researching. I considered him a friend.
The Seminary class of 1964 will be gathering for a reunion at Trinity Lutheran

Seminary in April, 2018, at which time we will undoubtedly take time to share
appreciative memories of Merlin Hoops and what he meant for our ministries over the
years.
Jim Bailey - December 24, 2017 at 10:08 PM

“

Dr. Hoops: Humble, faithful, inspiring, excited about Greek, care giving spouse; truly
a remarkable man. Great smile. An example to all. One of a kind.
David Blake (a former student)

Rev David W. Blake class of 1968 - December 24, 2017 at 09:08 AM

“

Barbara and I join with the family and many friends across the globe in giving thanks
for Merlin's exemplary life, insightful teaching and caring ministry.
Having served with him at Trinity, I must lift him up as one who always placed the
good of the Gospel, the church and seminary as the first order rather than any self or
other interest. Merlin was a “churchman” of the first order. He was always candid and
supportive. He loved and is beloved!
Barb and I remember with fondness the times we all have shared!
In this season the words of the hymn, “Lo How A Rose.” speaks to the spirit Merlin
reflected.
“Lo how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old have sung,
it came a flow'er so bright, mid the cold of winter when half-spent was the night.”
(ELW 272)
Merlin, like a flower bright in the midst of what ever the cold of our human situation
pointed his all of us and his students to warm love of Christ.
Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Anderson
President Emeritus
Trinity Lutheran Seminary

Dennis Anderson - December 23, 2017 at 05:37 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Merlin's family. Merlin was an amazingly loving and caring
man. His love and devotion to Christ was shown in his unselfish and devoted caring
of so many in his life. It was an honor and a blessing to know Merlin. All our prayers
and blessings to Merlin's family.
In Christ,
Gerald, Joni, Garrett, Ashlyn and Nicholas Bockstanz

Gerald and Joni Bockstanz - December 23, 2017 at 05:32 PM

“

Dr. Hoops was always kind to me, though I never had a class with him. It may be
politically incorrect, but I always thought of him as a Christian gentleman.
A special hello to Doug Ritterling, with whom I worked at WCOL Radio before and
during my years at seminary.
Phil Gardner, class of '85
Trinity, Sandusky, OH

Philip Gardner - December 23, 2017 at 03:37 PM

“

Dr. Hoops was my Greek professor at ELTS (Trinity) until I graduated in 1963. He
was very enthusiastic about his vocation and faith. God be with you all. Rev. Bill
Lucht, retired. Living in Huron, OH

Bill Lucht - December 23, 2017 at 02:30 PM

