Meridith Lee Thompson
May 10, 1974 - May 9, 2021

Meridith Lee Thompson passed away on Sunday, May 9, 2021, at the age of 46. Meridith
was born and raised in Columbus, the daughter of Marianne (Gremillion) Thompson and
the late Raymond Edgar Thompson.
Meridith graduated from Upper Arlington High School and earned a bachelor's degree in
English from Ohio University. After college, she interned at WHYY in Philadelphia and
then worked as a Capitol correspondent for Pennsylvania Public Radio. She went on to
earn a master's degree from the University of Wisconsin - Madison in Library Sciences. As
an academic librarian in the University of Wisconsin system, Meridith published several
articles, including a book review of Women in the Age of Shakespeare.
Meridith was a feisty, giving, free spirit with an infectious personality. She had a creative,
curious mind and was uproariously funny. Meridith would make everyone she met smile
and laugh, and was particularly known for her silly dancing. She enjoyed reading, thrift
shopping (amassing a huge wardrobe), talking to her friends, sewing, and beadwork. She
especially loved her cats and wanted to save all the cats that she could.
Meridith will be deeply missed by her immediate and extended family, including her loving
husband, Michael McMann; mother, Marianne Thompson; mother-in-law, Carol McMann;
caring family friend, Marie Burleson; and other family members and dear friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Dr. Richard G. McMann
Endowed Scholarship in the Eastern Campus area at Ohio University (https://bit.ly/3tYEaP
D) or the Humane Society of your choice.

Comments

“

I hadn't seen Meredith in many years, since we were in high school together or a little
bit after. I really loved the way her obituary described her, because it completely
captured her essence. It made me laugh. Especially about the silly dancing. That's
how I am going to remember her.
Meredith was so much more beautiful than she realized. She was so smart and
clever and had so much style. She was a little clumsy, possibly too tall (I'm short so
maybe I was just jealous) but disarmingly and unequivocally lovable. She made
everyone feel at ease. She was a lovely, sweet, kind girl with a broad smile that
brings tears to my eyes just remembering it. She was lovely. Even back when we
were teenagers.
Not knowing the woman she grew up to be is something I regret deeply. She went
east and I went west. But she accomplished so much! One of the things that makes
me the saddest as that she died so close to where I live now and we never had the
chance to reconnect.
What a loss. I am so deeply sorry.

Andrea Bondybey - May 22 at 04:30 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Meredith at the UW Digital Collections Center in
Madison, Wisconsin. When I think of Meredith, I immediately smile remembering her
ridiculously funny and very contagious sense of humor. She brought such lightness
and positive energy to our workplace. My deepest sympathies to Meredith's family
and friends. She was a very special human being.

Vicki Tobias - May 21 at 01:53 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I will always remember and miss her laugh. I am
lifting your family in prayers.

Kristie Miller Linard - May 20 at 12:28 PM

“

I worked with Meridith in the UW Digital Collections Center. She was skilled, kind,
and very willing to share her A/V production expertise. I am so sorry to hear of this.
My sincere condolences to Meridith's family and friends.

Dorothea Salo - May 20 at 11:35 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear of Meredith’s passing. She was such a bright light at our UAHS. I
remember her passion for art and design and her excitement at moving to Philly. My
prayers are with her husband, mom and family and friends. Hoping all these happy
memories give you some comfort during these tough times.

Marian Smith - May 19 at 10:05 PM

“

Oh, Marianne. I just saw this in the church newsletter. I am so very sorry for your
loss.
Sandy Turner

Sandy Turner - May 19 at 05:58 PM

“

I am so sorry, I have many memories of Meridith from high school & OU. She was a
girl that could go with the flow & was always fun to be around. We took a crazy road
trip together once, I can remember it like yesterday. I’ll have her mom and husband
in my prayers. So sad.

megan Finley - May 18 at 08:41 PM

“

We are so sad to hear of your loss of Meridith. She and our daughter, Jessica were
such good friends during middle and high school. They were quite the pair hiking on
Mt. Rainier together. She was such a free spirit. Please accept our deepest
sympathy.
Chris and Blake Rafeld

Christine Rafeld - May 18 at 08:40 PM

“

So very sorry to learn of this.
I’m glad Meridith was in the youth program while I was at FCC. I was always glad to
see her ever smiling face.
Blessings to her family and friends at this time.

Richard Flynn - May 18 at 03:53 PM

“

The world is less bright without Meridith. David joins me in sending love and
condolences for this unimaginable loss.
Mary Ellen Morgan and David Ireland

Mary Ellen Morgan - May 17 at 10:24 PM

“

4 files added to the album Friends

Shannon Thatcher - May 17 at 07:17 PM

“

I can’t tell you how crushed I was to learn about this today. Meridith was one of my
dearest friends since we were preschool age. I have so many years worth of
memories with her.
To her family, I’m so very sorry. She was a incredible person and I will always love
her.

Shannon Thatcher - May 17 at 07:11 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear this awful news. I was lucky to know Meredith through a mutual
friend, eventually were roommates for a very fun span of time in the late 90s. She
taught her cat, Rodger, how to fetch with individually wrapped lifesavers. She was
always up for late night conversation that would often lead to dancing . She was a
just a hilarious, generous and brilliant human. Though it's been some years since we
have seen each other, I am heartbroken that we won't get to again. My deepest
condolences to her family and to Mike. Sending love from west philly.

Susie Mizelle - May 17 at 05:58 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of this loss. Meredith and my sister Shannon were close
growing up and I have so many memories that have Meredith in them. My love and
prayers to all who are mourning this crushing loss.

Jenny Becker Murphy - May 17 at 01:44 PM

“

Thank you for sharing the lovely obituary. You really captured the essence of
Meridith. It brought back a lot of memories of her and my daughter Shannon and
their friends. They were a handful. Very bright lovely girls. We are all very sad and so
sorry for your loss.
Michael and Sherry Becker.

Sherry Becker - May 17 at 11:39 AM

