Mary Leah Rassekh
November 8, 1937 - May 31, 2020

Mary Leah Rassekh, resident of Westerville, Ohio died on Saturday, May 30th, 2020.
Born in Lincoln, Nebraska on November 8, 1937, Mary would remain in Lincoln through
her college years where she attended the University of Nebraska. She received her BA in
English in 1964 and married Houshang Rassekh that same year who was a fellow student
at the University of Nebraska. Once she graduated, Mary began her teaching career at
Lincoln South East High School.
The two moved to Iran in 1967, Houshang's home country and settled in Tehran where
Mary would become a well loved teacher and librarian at the Iranzamin International
School. They had two children, Susan and Sam, both born in Tehran.
In 1979, as a result of the Iranian Revolution, Mary and her family moved back to the
United States where they eventually settled in Huntington, NY on Long Island. Mary
returned to school to obtain a master's degree in education at Stony Brook University. She
was offered a job at Boys and Girls High School in Brooklyn, NY where she would spend
the duration of her career.
Upon their retirement from their respective careers as a teacher and a banker, Mary and
Houshang moved to Ohio in 2004 in order to be closer to their grandchildren.
Mary was an active member of the New Albany Methodist Church where she was
especially committed to all volunteer programs.
Mary is survived by her husband, Houshang; two children, Sam and Sue; her daughter-inlaw, Christian; son-in-law, Rich; three beautiful grandsons, Alex, Aidan, and Ethan; and
her brother, Donald Anderson, US Navy Retired.
She will be deeply missed by both her family and her community. Arrangements entrusted
to SCHOEDINGER NORTHEAST where a private service will take place.

Cemetery
Maplewood Cemetery
4585 Reynoldsburg New Albany Road
New Albany, OH, 43054

Comments

“

Mary's upbeat, optimistic personality will always live in my heart. She always seemed
to be able to see the sunshine through the clouds. Her love for animals was reflected
in her caring ownership of many pets--Mina, Maggie and Jewel among many others.
Knowing the Rassekh family in New York is full of treasured memories. Many of
those times involved eating, especially the holiday dinners at each other's homes,
and the many lunches that Mary and I shared in local restaurants.
Saying ''goodbye" to Mary is hard. I will miss our phone calls and just knowing that
she was just a phone call away.
Liz

Liz - June 05, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

Mary was a member of the New Albany Methodist Church that I also attend. I
remember her enlivening many group discussions with lively conversation and
especially interesting stories about her life in Iran. She was always a joy to be around
and kept a positive attitude even when it became clear she wasn’t feeling well. She
will be missed by her church. RIP Mary Susie Bsnchefsky snd the New Albany
Methodist church family

susie Banchefsky - June 03, 2020 at 09:02 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mary Leah Rassekh.

June 03, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mary Leah Rassekh.

June 02, 2020 at 09:22 PM

“

I remember when she used to commute into Brooklyn to teach. She also spoke and
always had a smile. God bless and sleep in heavenly peace.

Lisa Breland - June 02, 2020 at 11:03 AM

“

A wonderful teacher and friend.

David Cline - June 02, 2020 at 08:50 AM

“

My Aunt Mary was our last surviving tie to the Anderson clan. My father, Don
Anderson, is alive and well at the age of 97, and he was just made aware of Aunt
Mary's passing. He knows that she is in Heaven with Mom and Dad, and sister
Elaine and brother Dale. Her journey into eternity is just beginning, and I know that
the Library in Heaven will be well and often visited by my Aunt. I will forever cherish
my memories of you. Rest in Peace.

Gary Anderson - June 01, 2020 at 10:20 PM

“

The Andersons purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of Mary Leah
Rassekh.

The Andersons - June 01, 2020 at 10:12 PM

“

Love, The Abbott's purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Mary Leah
Rassekh.

Love, The Abbott's - June 01, 2020 at 06:42 PM

“

Mary was in the choir with me. She had a very beautiful soprano voice. She was a
very warm person and generous with her talent and energy.

Wendy Cheely - June 01, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

Many of you may not realize that New albany Methodist has a library. A wellorganized library. Mary catalogued all of the books on the shelves by herself. In her
latter years as a professional educator, she was a librarian. She took great pride in
her work and if you take a moment to visit the library, you will see the hours of work
that she did so that others could grow in their faith with these books. Thank you,
Mary.
Mary also kept cans of costco coffee in the trunk of her car. She never wanted our
kitchen to run low on coffee. Mary knew how important a cup of coffee could be to
the fellowship of the church family. Many of us met some of our new best friends right
there in the cafe - over a cup of coffee donated by Mary. What a gem! I will miss you,
Mary, and never forget you. I can only imagine what a character she must have been
as a teacher - always sharing her fountain of knowledge and experiences. Thanks
again, Mary. In Christ, Jean Schafer

jean schafer - June 01, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lyndsey - June 01, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

“

We miss her! She is an angel! FROM: The Oda Family
Parinushu Oda - June 02, 2020 at 03:15 AM

Rosemary Starcovic lit a candle in memory of Mary Leah Rassekh

Rosemary Starcovic - June 01, 2020 at 03:05 PM

