Maija Racevskis
July 21, 1943 - November 8, 2020

Racevskis, Maija, 1943-2020. Maija Racevskis passed away on November 8 at Sunrise of
Dublin. She was born in Riga, Latvia, on July 21, 1943. Following the invasion of the
country by the Soviet Union, her family became refugees and fled to Germany and, in
1949, were able to emigrate to the United States. Her educational career led her to
Bucknell University, where she eared a B.A. in French, and, eventually, to Wright State
University where she obtained an M.A. in History. She taught French at Wright State, then
at Ridgewood High School in Enon, at Oakwood High School in Dayton, and after moving
to Columbus, at Ecole Kenwood. Her career was illustrated by such notable achievements
as an NEH fellowship to study Gothic architecture in France and a Fullbright teaching
exchange fellowship to Morocco. Following her retirement from teaching, she had the joy
and great satisfaction of serving as a docent at the Columbus Museum of Art. She is
survived by her loving husband of 54 years, Karlis; her sons Andrew (Megan) Racevskis
and Roland (Lynnette) Racevskis; daughter, Laila Racevskis; and grandchildren, Sofia,
Rosa, Klay, and Aubrey. Her family wishes to express their appreciation for the Loving
care and support provided by the staff and caregivers at Sunrise of Dublin, as well as for
the exemplary care and dedication of the nurses of Capital City Hospice.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - November 10, 2020 at 11:17 AM

“

Maija was a dear friend of my mother, also a Latvian born in 1943 that came to the
US. Our families grew up together, from a distance, though I lost my own mother in
1993. Maija attended my wedding in 1996 in Virginia, and made me feel like my own
mother was a presence. The Racevskis family has a special place in my heart!

Ingrid Kobler Anderson - April 13 at 10:36 PM

“

I was in the same Docent Class as Maija and admired her knowledge of art and her
skill in working with young children , introducing them to the CMA's collection. She
was an inspiring person and has and will be missed. Anne Peterson

Anne Peterson - November 26, 2020 at 11:22 AM

“

I was fortunate enough to be invited to Karlis and Maija's home several times for
dinners and parties over the years. The one I remember best was the baby shower
Maija graciously organized for our colleague, Janice Aski, back in 2001, I believe.
Maija asked me to get the list of invitees from Janice, and when she saw the 30+
names, she said, "Are you trying to kill me??" :-) :-) :-) But she hosted the event with
her normal aplomb, and a wonderful time was had by all. I am grateful to Maija most
of all for enriching the life of one of the Department of French and Italian's dearest
and most missed colleagues, Karlis. Maija was a wonderful wife, mother, and
educator, and I am glad to have known her.

Jennifer Willging - November 19, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

When I was in training and a new docent on the Wednesday Team at the Columbus
Museum of Art she was an inspiration to me. She will be missed.

Jerry Ladman - November 18, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of Maija Racevskis

Robert Rumberg - November 09, 2020 at 02:00 PM

