Louis E. Willard
March 2, 1927 - June 15, 2020

Louis Eugene Willard passed away on June 15, 2020. He was born in Sylvania, Ohio, to
Albert and Mary (Konz) Willard on March 2, 1927. Louis would join the U.S. Navy in 1944
and dutifully serve his country until the end of World War II. Louis was a Radio Operator,
maintaining contact with and transmitting important messages to allied forces during many
of the battles at the Pacific Ocean Theater. He would receive the Asiatic-Pacific Area
Campaign Medal (3 stars), the Philippine Liberation ribbon, the Victory Medal, and the
American Area Campaign Medal during his service. After his service, we would work for
DCSC and the Federal Government for 40+ years. Louis enjoyed trips to Chicago with his
wife, Elizabeth, as well as train-spotting and model trains. He rarely missed a Sunday
newspaper crossword puzzle. Louis will be dearly missed by many.
Louis is preceded in passing by his parents; his sister Joyce (Harry) Hardt; his brother
Donald (Betty) Henes; and his daughter Cynthia Marie Csoka. He is survived by Elizabeth
(Craig) Willard, his beloved wife of 62 years; his sons and daughters-in-law Stephen V.
(Kathleen) Willard and Joseph M. (Kathy) Willard; daughter Stephanie VanDyke; his
granddaughters Lucy Willard, Gretchen Marie Willard, Melisa Danielle Pezzi, Addy Clark,
Jaymee Willard, and Monica Cook; grandsons Joseph Willard, William Eugene Hartman,
Christopher Adkins, and Dana Adkins; Great-Granddaughters Tiffany Voorhies and
Temperance LeeAnn Adkins; great-grandsons David Cook, Cameron Cook, and Llewyn
Peter Adkins; great-great-grandson Michael Imes; and many other cherished nieces,
nephews, cousins, and other family members.
Visitation will be held on Sunday, June 21, 2020 from 4pm-7pm at SCHOEDINGER EAST
CHAPEL, 5360 East Livingston Avenue, Columbus, Ohio, 43232. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held at Christ the King Catholic Church Monday, June 22, at 10am followed
by interment at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery in Pataskala. Guests are respectfully asked
to wear masks for everyone's continued safety at this time. Attendance at the funeral
home will be monitored in compliance with social distancing guidelines.

Events
JUN
21

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Schoedinger East
5360 East Livingston Avenue, Columbus, OH, US, 43232

JUN
22

Mass of Christian Burial

10:00AM

Christ the King Catholic Church
2777 E. Livingston Avenue, Columbus, OH, US, 43209

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - June 19 at 05:36 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Louis E. Willard.

June 20 at 03:45 PM

“

My father and Godfather to my children you will always remain my heart. Your
kindness and love touched my life and my children’s. I could not of chosen a better
Godfather, A good Christian Man a true example of Christ Jesus! How lucky I am to
be loved by you.

Rose Oberst - June 20 at 10:49 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Louis Willard.

June 19 at 04:21 PM

“

Louis Willard treated me like family from the moment we met. One of the first things I
learned about him besides his natural ability to impart peace, and joy was his long
running joke - " You know what I always say...I'm awful handsome". This put a me at
ease every time we visited. He had the kindness and personality that one wants from
their grandpa. Everyone was always so happy to see him. His gentleness filled the
room. No matter who was there, the type of gathering or situation, Louis seemed to
walk in the light of Christ because of these characteristics. We were so blessed to
have been a part of this loving mans life. I am so very thankful for Louis' strong faith
that he passed down. With all our love, rest knowing what a good good father,
grandfather and husband (and so much more to so many) you were

Robin Hartman - June 19 at 09:22 AM

“

My Grandfather was always the kindest man I have ever known. From a child, I have
always looked up to my "Grandpa". He had a great laugh, and a huge smile. For
many years..it was my Grandpa's place to be Santa for Christmas. He made sure
that the entire family got an even amount of presents. He also took special care, and
time with the children as they opened their presents. Sometimes we couldn't tell who
was having more fun...Granda passing out the presents or us opening them. I love
you very much Grandpa. God bless you.

William Eugene Hartman - June 19 at 08:46 AM

“

My Father did not share many war time stories but one he did share is really a post
war story. When he was discharged at the conclusion of WWII he wanted to use his
GI bill for college. He applied and was accepted to a college. However, the college
informed him since he left High School early to enlist he still had to have a HS
diploma. In 1946, there was no GED's. So he had to go back to HS to finish and get
his diploma. Now image this, he had been to war in the Pacific Theater, then at 19 or
20 years old had to sit in a classroom with HS teenagers and all their teenager angst.
I bet he wished he was still on his boat. He did get his HS diploma and did attend
college for 3 years.

stephen willard - June 18 at 05:58 PM

“

Lydia Stroul lit a candle in memory of Louis E. Willard

Lydia Stroul - June 18 at 10:08 AM

