Lou Jean Briggs
October 23, 1930 - June 7, 2019

Lou J. Briggs, age 88, of Worthington, OH, passed away Friday, June 7, 2019. Born in
Lexington, OK to the late Albert and Laura Staats. Raised in California, she married John
D. Briggs and moved to Ohio in 1962, eventually settling in Worthington. She served on
many boards but her passion was public and community service. She was a pioneer for
women and a feminist in the best sense of the word. She joined the League of Women
Voters in Illinois in 1955 and rose to president of the LWV of Columbus in the midseventies. Lou served as Worthington City Clerk from 1966-1971 and after serving on
several city boards, was elected to Worthington City Council in 1976 where she served for
thirty years. She was a founding mother of the Columbus Metropolitan Club where she
also served as their president. Lou put her communication and persuasive skills to work at
the Columbus Foundation and the Children's Hospital Foundation. Other boards
benefitting from her rich skills include Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield, United Way, Action
for Children, Franklin County Children's Services, Columbus Urban League, COTA, The
YWCA, Columbus/Worthington Rotary and Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission. Lou
was in the original class for the Women of Achievement Award in 1992. Other awards
include the Jefferson Award, the Liberty Bell Award and the Mayor's Award for Voluntary
Services. Lou was an avid gardener and a semi-professional knitter! Her happiest places
were at the beach and visiting with her sister, Essie.
Lou will be deeply missed by her sister, Esther Loretta Kennedy; her three daughters,
Suzy Briggs, Vicci (Brett) Jaffe and Laura (Jeff) Gordon; grandchildren, Christopher
(Kelsey) Gordon, Megan Gordon, Kate (Tommy) Mizelle, Gillian Jaffe and Dorrian Jaffe.
She welcomed her first great-grandaughter, Claire, in January of this year.
Family will receive visitors on Monday, June 17, 2019 from 5-6 PM with a memorial
service at 6:00 PM at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road.
A woman of dignity and character, Lou appreciated the difference one person could make
in this world. She was passionate in her beliefs and set an example to every life she
touched. Lou would encourage you to make a difference. Get involved in your community

and exercise your right to vote.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the League of Women Voter of Metropolitan
Columbus, 6500 Busch Blvd., Suite 129, Columbus, OH 43229. To share memories or
condolences, please visit www.schoedinger.com.

Events
JUN
17

Visitation

05:00PM - 06:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

JUN
17

Memorial Service

06:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - June 12 at 03:24 PM

“

Dear Suzy... Miles and I never met your Mum but we do know that you have been a
wonderful daughter to her. A large gap to fill in your life but we know you are strong.
Thinking of you sweetheart. Love from your Kiwi friends.

Ingrid Lowrie - August 18 at 01:56 AM

“

Such a lovely, talented & purpose-driven mother you had, Taryn. She made the world
better with her contributions & sacrifices for her family and community. A real credit
to you and your sisters.
~~Linda Howe

Linda Howe - August 08 at 11:33 AM

“

“

Thank you for much Linda!! My Mom has & will be an positive force in my life!.
Suzy Briggs - August 09 at 02:16 AM

What a remarkable person she was! Year after year she applied her knowledge and
personal skills in many ways for the benefit of her community and region. Recent
tributes have mentioned many of her activities and achievements, but I have not
seen a reference to her work on behalf of the environment, which was notable.
Thank you, Lou, for everything. David Rigney, Columbus, OH

David Rigney - June 27 at 10:51 AM

“

Thank you for sharing this with us, David. Greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, Suzy Briggs
Suzy Briggs - July 09 at 07:30 PM

“

To Suzy Briggs
From Margaret (Peg) Tipple
Dear Suzy,
I have never forgotten the wonderful haircuts and perms you gave me many years
ago at the Henderson Road Salon. You also introduced me to your Mother once
when she came in for her standing Saturday morning appointment. You expressed
such admiration for her many achievements as well as her hard work and dedication
to the improvement of our community. You were truly blessed to have such a Mother,
and she made a real impact on many people's lives.
You also introduced me to Chuck Penzone, and joked with him that you came with
the purchase price of that salon. And I am still getting my haircuts and perms at
Penzone from Anthony Quaranto. But if you were still living here I would be your
loyal client.
Please accept my condolences for your loss.
Margaret (Peg) Tipple
4398 Dublin Road
Columbus OH 43221-5001
614-527-8757

Margaret Tipple - June 17 at 05:31 PM

“

Dear Margaret,
Thank you sooo much for for sharing your memories with me! I remember you and hope
you are doing well! I can’t believe my Mom has passed...

I was very grateful & lucky to

have had a week to spend with her in May. I appreciate your condolences, Margaret.
Sincerely, Suzy
PS: still doing hair, in Newport Beach, California, since 1985...!
Suzy Briggs - July 09 at 07:29 PM

“

Robert F. Chosy, is following this tribute.

Robert Chosy, - June 14 at 03:39 PM

“

I am thankful for all the treasured memories of a forty-year friendship--all the
campaigns, the many trips to the beach (including a short-notice evacuation from
Hurricane Floyd), and all the birthday celebrations. We shared seasons of wonderful
music with the Columbus Symphony, the Columbus Jazz Orchestra, and Picnic with
the Pops. I am grateful that I have and will continue to have a daily remembrance of

Lou, a beautiful red-bud tree transplanted from her Worthington yard.
Carole Rogers - June 13 at 09:44 PM

“

Thank you sooo much for sharing your wonderful memories of my Mom! I have been trying
to reach you by phone. I’ll keep trying!
Suzy Briggs - August 09 at 02:18 AM

“

I don't really know Mrs Lou Jean Briggs but I know one of her beloved daughters
Taryn (Suzy Briggs) & let me tell y'all, Mrs Lou Jean Briggs raised a wonderful &
beautiful family, fully of principles & kindness, & I am so truly convinced that she went
to God's place because she was an incredible woman, that all her children need to
celebrate her life, best wishes & all my respect for her family!!!!

Alfredo Felix - June 11 at 10:20 PM

“

“

Thank you sooo much Alfredo!!
Suzy Briggs - August 09 at 02:19 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Lou Jean Briggs.

June 10 at 12:40 PM

“

Love, Ellen and Gary purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Lou Jean Briggs.

Love, Ellen and Gary - June 10 at 11:39 AM

“

Lou was a former president of the Dublin-Worthington Rotary Club and admired by
fellow members for her leadership skills and compassion for others.
Heartfelt sympathy from the Board of Directors and fellow members of the Rotary
Club of Dublin-Worthington.

Shirley Lambert - June 09 at 01:05 PM

“

Thank you sooo much Shirley!
Suzy Briggs - August 09 at 02:20 AM

