Lars Sandberg
June 20, 1939 - September 29, 2020

Beloved husband, father, brother, uncle, and grandfather.
Lars Gunnarsson Sandberg, 81, of Dublin, a 48-year resident of Upper Arlington, died at
Riverside Methodist Hospital on September 29, 2020, with his family at his side.
He was born June 20, 1939, in Uppsala, Sweden, and emigrated to New York City in
1948. He graduated Summa Cum Laude from Harvard College in 1961, where he was
awarded the John H. Williams Prize for the top graduating student in Economics, and
earned a Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1964. He taught Economics at Harvard and
Dartmouth College before becoming a tenured full professor at The Ohio State University
from 1970 - 1995. He continued to teach after retirement as an adjunct professor at OSU
and Uppsala University. He was an avid reader and spent much of his time in libraries. He
enjoyed the arts as much as sporting events, and rarely missed a Masterpiece Theatre
show or an OSU football game. He loved boats, and enjoyed many sailing trips with his
family on the east coast of Sweden. He was well known for his intelligence, his sharp wit,
his down-to-earth nature, and his complete devotion to his family. He will be sadly missed.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Gunnar and Laila Sandberg. He is survived by his
wife of 57 years, Joyce Bigelow; son, Per Larsson (Sharon Knight) of San Francisco;
daughters, Kerstin Margareta and Elisabet Katarina of Columbus; grandchildren, Erik and
Elin; brothers, Bengt (Beatrice Helbling) Sandberg of Oberuzwil, Switzerland, and Per
(Karin) Sandberg of Stockholm, Sweden, and many nieces and nephews.
Due to Covid-19, a memorial service will be announced at a later date. Interment is
planned in Lunenburg, MA, and Uppsala, Sweden. In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to PBS or to Friends of the Upper Arlington Public Library.
Family has entrusted SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST with final arrangements.

Comments

“

Barbara and I are so happy that we were able to share some of our lives with Lars
and family. There are many memories but one that was special took place in the
summer of 1980 when we spent several weeks with his parents in Uppsala while we
gathered height data at the military archives. Then of course Lisa baby sat for our
girls numerous times when they were children. Lars will be sorely missed

Richard Steckel - October 14 at 04:31 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Tina Forster - October 11 at 05:16 PM

“

Dear Kerstin,
I am so sorry for the loss of your dear father. I never met him, but I can assume a
great deal of good by knowing you. The more someone has loved, the more it will
hurt in their absence, but know this -- the love still exists! My sincerest condolences
to you and your family.

Richard Albert - October 07 at 05:11 PM

