Larry Neil Sanford
February 22, 1941 - November 26, 2017

Larry Sanford, 76, passed away on November 26, 2017. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Wayne and Doris Sanford and his sister, Margaret. He is survived by his brother
Robert Sanford; his daughters, Nicki (Kathleen Ives) Skipper, Susan (Logan) Sanford,
Kelly Taylor; and his beloved grandson and best buddy/sidekick, Neil Taylor. Larry
graduated from Johnstown High School in 1959. He was then in the Army from 19631969. After a long career at the Ohio State Highway Patrol, he retired as an Aircraft
Maintenance Superintendent. He was an active member of the Aladdin Shriners, National
Waco Club, the Vintage Aircraft Association, and the American Legion. In recent years, his
greatest enjoyment was learning to play the banjo and performing live with friends and
mentors. In addition to playing, he was also an avid bluegrass fan, traveling great
distances and cultivating friendships with fellow bluegrass musicians. Arrangements were
entrusted to the SCHOEDINGER NORTHEAST CHAPEL 1051 E. Johnstown Rd,
Gahanna, OH 43230 where a visitation will be held from 5-8pm on Friday, December 1,
2017. In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to be made to the Shriners Hospitals
for Children 2900 N. Rocky Point Drive, Tampa, FL 33607. He'll be greatly missed by his
many friends, neighbors, and family members.

Events
DEC
1

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Schoedinger Northeast Chapel
1051 E. Johnstown Road, Gahanna, OH, US, 43230

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - December 01, 2017 at 12:48 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Larry Neil Sanford.

December 01, 2017 at 01:48 PM

“

Larry was a great friend of mine. We talked often on the phone. We had a lot in
common since we were about the same age and were interested in old cars,
airplanes and of course the banjo. The Little Roy & Lizzy Show could be in any state
and Larry would quietly slip into our show and surprise us. On November 17th he
surprised us in Glenville WV. We are all so grateful that we were able to spend that
time with him. I am still enjoying the peach and cherry pies he brought me that night.
He often came to visit in our home in Georgia. He never stayed long enough and I
always hated to see him leave.
Larry was a person I will never forget. He was the best!
Little Roy Lewis

Roy Lewis - December 01, 2017 at 10:06 AM

“

So sorry for your loss Nicki and family

M.Matsumoto-Albuquerque

Maureen Matsumoto - December 01, 2017 at 12:45 PM

“

Thank you so much, Little Roy--he treasured his time with you and your family, always
looking forward to the next time he could hand-deliver some pies. He was so happy any
time he talked about you or shared stories from your adventures and we are so incredibly
thankful that he found such a kindred spirit and amazing friends. I am forever grateful for
the show you performed for his birthday--he talked about it often and was so excited you
could all be there with him to celebrate. Thank you for your kind words and your many
years of friendship.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 09:55 PM

“

“

Thank you so much, Maureen!
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 09:55 PM

Larry was a wonderful family man, highway patrol employee and friend. Larry Baird,
RIP Larry.

LarryBaird - December 01, 2017 at 10:04 AM

“

Thank you so much, Larry--he loved being part of the patrol and always talked about the
fun times with all of you.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 09:56 PM

“

God Bless/RIP. A heartfelt Thank YOU, Larry for your service in Vietnam...And
Semper Fi.

Herb Guyer-Sharfenaker USMC - November 30, 2017 at 08:43 PM

“

Thank you so much, Herb--he was an amazing pilot and veteran. We thank you for your
service and for your friendship with Dad.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 09:57 PM

“

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of Larry Neil Sanford.

November 30, 2017 at 10:17 AM

“

To Larrys family, Sally and I send our heartfelt sympathy.
Larry was not only a co worker when I was assigned as a pilot with the OSP aviation
but also someone that I considered a great personal friend and fellow shriner.
Oh the pranks he would pull. A great guy.
Rest in peace buddy.

Steve Stevenson - November 30, 2017 at 09:50 AM

“

Thank you so much, Steve--his antics were definitely legendary as was his laugh when he
succeeded in pulling a prank on a friend. We appreciate your many years of friendship and
your support during this difficult time.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 09:58 PM

“

I am truly sad to hear about Larry. We were friends in high school and had kept in
contact thru the internet for many years. He would call from time to time and always
was so enthusiastic about the banjo and telling me to get a hobby as I got older. He
was always cheerful and was so fun to talk to, I looked forward to his calls and
adventures. Although we had not seen each other for many years he was a fun
phone/internet friend and I will miss him. I was his date for the senior prom...so long
ago. God bless you Larry, may you hear bluegrass music in the sky.
Carole Moyer Hall, Bowie, Maryland

Carole Moyer Hall - November 30, 2017 at 09:13 AM

“

Thank you so much, Carole--we appreciate your friendship and the memories you
shared...he was definitely enthusiastic about banjo and his love of bluegrass. Thank you
again for sharing!
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 10:00 PM

“

To the family of Larry
Larry and I had a great time at Johnstown High School and
remained friends for many years. He was great guy and a
very interesting person. So sorry to hear of your loss.

My wife Lois and I extend our deepest sympathy.
Gary Moreland
Gary Moreland - November 29, 2017 at 11:54 AM

“

Thank you so much, Gary--he was an amazing dad, grandfather and friend and we
appreciate your sympathy during this difficult time. We are so thankful he had such
wonderful friends like you.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 10:01 PM

“

Don and Sherry Hankins purchased the Sapphire Skies Bouquet for the family of
Larry Neil Sanford.

Sherry Hankins - November 29, 2017 at 08:08 AM

“

Larry and me were the best of friends, he was in the Army for 22 years and I was in
the Marines for 20. Both in Vietnam, at the same time...both worked with Huey
copters, he was a pilot and I was a door gunner. We had a lot in common. I truly
loved and respected this guy, and he will be greatly missed by me. Don Hankins

Sherry Hankins - November 29, 2017 at 07:58 AM

“

Thank you so much, Don---he loved spending his time playing his banjo in the band and
respected you so much. He loved it when you called...not just because he enjoyed talking
to you but also because he liked to prank answer with a different business name each time.
We appreciate your friendship and your support during this incredibly difficult time.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 10:03 PM

“

Darell has talked so much about the silly things Larry did during his banjo lessons
when he would come with Charlie. Then you had Larry and Don in the mix. Both
quite characters. So many good memories and will be greatly missed. Darell and
Nancy Sanson

Nancy Sanson - November 28, 2017 at 11:33 PM

“

Dad loved and respected Darrell so much--he always talked about how much he learned
from him and how Darrell was the only one who taught the right way to play guitar and
banjo. He practiced for hours so he wouldn't disappoint at a lesson or on stage and valued
Darrell's opinions and friendship so much. He couldn't wait to spend time with his friends,
joking and pranking each other whenever possible.Thank you again for all of your love and
support -- I would not have made it through without all of your support and the support of
the Old Timers.
Kelly - December 06, 2017 at 10:06 PM

“

Hi Susan,
I was so sorry to read about your loss of your father. Although I did not know him, I
got the sense from reading about him that he was an interesting man who had a full
life. I'm thinking about you and sending healing thoughts your way.
Warmly,
Karen (Weiner)

karen Weiner - November 28, 2017 at 07:52 PM

“

“

Thank you so much, Karen!
Susan - July 09, 2018 at 07:28 PM

Rosemary Starcovic lit a candle in memory of Larry Neil Sanford

Rosemary Starcovic - November 28, 2017 at 05:09 PM

