Landon Rowe
June 19, 1936 - August 10, 2019

Landon Rowe, age 83, passed away on August 10, 2019. He was born on June 19, 1936
in Iaeger, West Virginia to the late Dewey and Florence Rowe. Landon was widowed by
his first wife Mary Julia, as well as his second wife Sandra Kay. He is also preceded in
death by his siblings. Landon is survived by his sons, Stephen (Peggy), James (Natalie),
and David (Barbara); step-daughter Patricia Aldrich; grandchildren, Jimmy, Joshua,
Preston, Sophia, Alyssa, Kayla, and Joshua Halen; and great-grandchildren Giovanni and
Briar. Landon gave over 50 years of dedicated service to White Castle Porcelain and
Steel. He also proudly served his country in the United States Army. As shared by the
Bluegrass Ramble, “Landon was part of the Columbus South Side bluegrass scene as
documented by WOSU in its Neighborhood series. Landon will be remembered for his
vivid memory of song lyrics and passion for the music. An enthusiastic banjo player; [on
guitar] he was perhaps best known for his Lester Flatt thumb and first finger style
strumming of his custom left handed Martin D-45.” Also, his vast knowledge of bluegrass
songs and lyrics was greatly appreciated by many. Family will receive friends on
Wednesday, August 14, 2019 from 6 - 8:30 PM at the SCHOEDINGER NORTH Funeral
Home, where a Funeral Service will also be held on Thursday, August 15, 2019 at 10 AM.
Mark Dettmer, officiant. Procession to follow to Resurrection Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to Musicians Against Childhood Cancer with the
following link <https://www.paypal.com/donate/?
token=X1yzfHBP1f6F2xPgc2mP3N3msbjNdGmrmKD1oF93qszypggIhr4AuClvJyW1bvzUD_PjG&country.x=US&locale.x=>, or to the
Wounded Warriors Project at Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas
66675-8516.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 13 at 04:49 PM

“

Landon was part of our extended family and we will miss him very much! David and
our daughter Allison learned so much from him. I remember many, many times
Landon stopping, mid jam and saying to David “errr... is that how Carter played it?!”
Landon meant a lot to the entire Paxson family and he will be greatly missed!

Lisa Paxson - August 15 at 06:32 AM

“

When I first got interested in bluegrass music, I was taken to hear Landon and his
band at Chet's Bar, at First Avenue and High Street in Columbus. Thank goodness!! I
could tell right away that Landon was the real deal, a real bluegrass man. Born on
the same date as Lester Flatt (June 19), he will always be an equal to Flatt in my
eyes. Luckily, I got to know this always positive and funny gentleman with a thick
Southern accent -- I can still hear him talkin' as well as singin'. And I've always felt
deeply honored to realize that Landon Rowe encouraged me. Thanks, old pal. We
will miss you.

Tom Ewing - August 14 at 09:05 AM

“

In all the years I knew Landon (including a several days' visit in 2005), I never had a
chance to meet his children...so I'd like to offer them condolences now. Living in
Columbus for about 5 years circa 1970 I had a chance to see Landon and his late
musical partner, fine banjoist-singer Jerry Whittington, perform countless times in the
local bluegrass bars. As others have mentioned, Landon's memory for song lyrics
was amazing. For people who know the names of these bluegrass giants, his
repertoire was equal parts Carter Stanley and Lester Flatt, plus other influences. He
was a friend and an inspiration I will miss as long as I live.

Sandy Rothman - August 14 at 02:51 AM

“

I participated in the aforementioned Wednesday night Jam session for a few years.
At the time I was too inexperienced to appreciate the value of rubbing elbows
musically and socially with the likes of Landon and his circle of friends. He befriended
me, encouraged me, tutored me and made me laugh.I hadn't seen Landon in a long
while when I learned of his passing but I will surely miss him. Rest in Peace Landon.

Dan Cook - August 13 at 07:35 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dan Cook - August 13 at 07:35 PM

“

My most sincere condolences to the Rowe family. I remember Landon from when I
was very young and living in Columbus. What a kind and talented man. My father,
Robert White was part of the Columbus music scene, a mandolin picker and luthier.
Landon, Robbie Robinson, John Hickman, Sid Campbell. I was learning the banjo
around age 11 and remember being amazed at Landon playing left handed.
Wonderful memories from that era. Rest in Peace Landon. I just know that there is a
great jam session going on in heaven right now!
Sincerely,
James R. White IMCS(SW) USN Retired.

James White - August 13 at 03:35 PM

“

Condolences to Landon's family. I always enjoyed playing music with Landon and
working on his banjo. He came to visit me when I was in the nursing home the last
time and it meant so much. When you get as old as I do, you look at the friends
you've lost and it makes you sad. I and the bluegrass community will miss him very
much.

Bob White - August 13 at 03:09 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Frank Godbey - August 13 at 01:17 PM

“

Awesome great memories!
James R. White IMCS(SW) USN Retired. Son of Robert S. White, Columbus, Ohio
mandolin picker and luthier. I was so young back then and learning the 5-string myself. I
remember these guys!
James White - August 13 at 03:28 PM

“

My late wife Marty and I spent many happy hours enjoying Landon playing around
town in several places with musicians that included variously John Hickman, Pee
Wee Lambert, Robby Robinson, Chuck Cordle, Bob White, Don Van Loon and a host
of others. I even got to pick with Landon a couple of nights at Chet's Bar when the
band was in a transitional state before he could find a regular banjo player. Many
wonderful memories are surfacing as I type; too many to include here. Fun times, for
sure. RIP Landon! --Frank Godbey

Frank Godbey - August 13 at 01:15 PM

“

On behalf of the Bluegrass Ramble radio program, please accept my condolences at
this difficult time. I had the honor of picking with Landon at an every-Wednesday
night jam session for 25+ years at Bob Brickey's house in Upper Arlington. I can only
imagine the thousands of songs Landon sang in that time, perhaps never repeating
one twice. Besides the endless string of tunes, Landon had an equally impressive
string of stories about the heyday of bluegrass music on South High Street and
Parsons Avenue. His genuine likeability, sense of humor, vice-like memory of song
lyrics and tireless passion for the music will be deeply missed. No doubt, on some
cloud in heaven, there's been a non-stop jam session going on, with Landon
standing in the middle. Rest on that peaceful mountain, my friend. -- Rich Baker

Rich Baker - August 12 at 10:24 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Landon Rowe.

August 12 at 08:37 PM

