Kenneth John Shubick
August 22, 1961 - January 27, 2021

Kenneth John Shubick of Columbus, Ohio passed away January 27, 2021 at the age of
59. Known to his friends and family as "that great guy," full of good spirits and sharp wit,
Ken served in the U.S. Navy for eleven years first as a signalman and later as a
Quartermaster First Class (1st class Petty Officer) aboard three Navy fighting ships. He
saw combat action in the first Persian Gulf War in 1991 and was repeatedly recognized by
his superiors as an outstanding navigator.
In November of 1983, while part of the crew of the destroyer USS Conyngham, Ken
Shubick participated in an at-sea rescue of the crew of a distressed sailboat in a
Caribbean storm with 40 knot winds and 14 to 18-foot-high seas in the night season. As
part of a volunteer whaleboat rescue squad, Ken used his remarkable throwing arm (91
mph while still a high school teenager years earlier) to heave a "monkey fist" lead line over
the bow of the sailboat to secure it and effect the rescue of its private citizen crew. For this
action, Ken was awarded an Admiral's Commendation for peacetime bravery in 1984.
Ken Shubick later served a decade as a U.S. Merchant Marine officer on oil tankers and
container ships, eventually reaching the position of Ships' Captain. Ken liked to brag that
in all his years as an oil tanker officer he, "never spilled a drop!"
Ken lettered in football at Fairmont East High School in Kettering, Ohio and later attended
The Ohio State University in Columbus.
More than one of Ken's later-life employers referred to him as, "the best salesman we ever
had." He leaves behind a son, Capt. Nathan W. Shubick of the US Marine Corps, now
stationed in Yuma, Arizona; a father, Herbert J. Shubick of Montville, Ohio; two aunts, Sue
Hammond of Bancroft, Michigan and Carol Vargo of Burton, Michigan; an uncle, William
H. Shubick, Jr. of New York City; and numerous cousins in Ohio, Michigan, Idaho and
Japan. He was preceded in death by his mother, Elinor Mae (Scroggins) Shubick of
Cleveland, Ohio and a brother, Mark Alan Shubick of Columbus, Ohio.

Private family memorial services will be held at SCHOEDINGER MIDTOWN in Columbus,
Ohio on Wednesday, February 3, 2021, and will be webcast on schoedinger.com for 45
days thereafter. A military funeral service will be held at Sunset Hills Cemetery in Flint,
Michigan sometime in May, 2021.
Donations in Ken Shubick's memory may be made to the Lynn Sage Cancer Research
Foundation, 4210 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, Illinois 60641

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - February 01 at 12:20 PM

“

Sad to know Ken has pasted. I will miss him.
I will miss the occasional lunch, breakfast, or game party with him. And the having him over
for Christmas or Thanksgiving like the last. If anyone has more info on how he passed I
would like to hear it. I was trying to reach him for the last month of his life but was unable to
reach him. I would be very interested in attending his later memorial service this spring (?).
David Laughlin (614) 678-2950 laughdavid@gmail.com
David - March 01 at 01:02 AM

“

I recall quiet evenings and conversations with my son, Ken,years ago. What a bright young
man he was! He seemed able to hold an informed conversation on vertically any subject,
from history to foreign travel, from politics to nuclear fission and sprinkle it with delightful
humor all the while. I miss those talks very much.
Herb Shubick - March 05 at 05:09 PM

“

I remember quiet evenings and long conversations with my son, Ken, years ago when he
was staying with me. What a bright young man he was! It seemed he could hold an
informed conversation on virtually any subject, from soup to nuts to nuclear fission, and
sprinkle it with delightful humor all the way. I miss those talks.
Herb Shubick - March 05 at 05:17 PM

“

I almost forgot that Ken was a very good ice hockey player. He played three years for
Fairmont East high school and was an all-league defenseman in his senior year. (We lived
only a couple of blocks away from the Kettering Ice Arena and Ken was there all the time
as a kid.)
Herb Shubick - April 28 at 12:39 PM

“

Ken was a music maker, too; he played a pretty terrific electric bass. We cut some
tapes and CD’s together as a duet back around the turn of the century. It was fun!

Herb Shubick - March 03 at 12:31 PM

“

David Laughlin is following this tribute.

David Laughlin - March 01 at 01:03 AM

“

I remember watching college football with Ken. His rye commentary on the game as
Hawaii kept fumbling the ball away is something I’ll never forget.
My deepest condolences.

Andy - February 05 at 06:51 PM

“

Of course I mean that Ken had a WRY sense of humor. Ken’s stories reflected his healthy
skepticism of technology that he developed while working and living on astronomically
expensive ships. You have to double-check the navigation, and you certainly have to be
wary of iphone autocorrect!
Andy - February 05 at 11:52 PM

“

I only ever met my smart, witty, handsome nephew on two occasions but he made a
splendid impression on me and I will never forget him. Rest in peace, Kenny.
with love from your Uncle Bill

William Henry Shubick - February 05 at 12:34 PM

“

I know Ken he lived 3 doors down from me. He is a great man in computer and lots
more things he stayed to himself. I am going to miss him

William Powell - February 03 at 10:24 PM

“

Some good memories of Ken.

Mary Beth Weaver - February 03 at 01:17 PM

“

Ken was very musical; pretty terrific on the electric bass. We cut some tapes and CD’s
together around the turn of the century. It was fun! — Herb Shubick
Herb Shubick - March 02 at 04:55 PM

“

I have good memories of Ken from when he visited at Christmas. Such a
knowledgeable and witty guy.
My deepest condolences,
Dave

Dave - February 02 at 10:16 PM

“

Such good memories of Kenny as a toddler.He threw his shoe at 91 mph on the
escalator at Lazarus Department store when he was only three! He had a great
sense of humor and a very bright mind. Rest in peace, dear nephew.
Sending our deepest sympathy at this sad time.
Larry and Carol

Carol - February 02 at 09:42 PM

“

Thinking of you at this difficult time and sending our love. -Mary Beth, Greg, Charlie,
and Sam

Mary Weaver - February 02 at 09:38 PM

