Keith Cowgill
May 18, 1955 - April 1, 2020

Keith David Cowgill, cherished husband, father, and grandfather, passed away on April
1st, 2020, surrounded by his loved ones. He fought a valiant battle against heart disease
and cancer over the past two years and maintained his dignity, indefatigable spirit, and
abundantly loving nature until the very end.
Keith was born in Marion, Ohio to Dr. Edward and Ruth Cowgill on May 18th, 1955. He
was raised in the small town Richwood, Ohio and spent his childhood days with his three
beloved siblings, Alan, Kevin, and Pam. After graduating from North Union High, he
studied composition at Berklee College of Music and also attended The Ohio State
University, where he majored in English, minored in photography, and also studied
journalism.
In 1979, Keith met his treasured future wife, Mary Cowgill, with whom he spent nearly 40
happy years. They married on April 30th, 1983 and had two children: Colleen and Eddie.
Although he never imagined himself becoming a father, it proved one of the great joys of
his life. His children remember many moments erupting into fits of giggles at their goofy
father who loved nothing more than to make his babies laugh. Keith worked tirelessly to
provide his family with everything he possibly could, then came home each evening to his
children leaping into his arms, screaming "Daddy's home!" As his children matured, they
valued the indispensable wisdom he imparted about how to navigate the challenges,
setbacks, and triumphs of life.
Among Keith's many interests and talents, music emerged as a chief passion that became
central to his life. During his time as a member of the Marion Cadets Drum and Bugle
Corps, which he fondly recalled, he advanced as a percussionist from playing cymbals to
snare drums. Keith was known to many as a multifaceted autodidact; as such, he taught
himself guitar, piano, songwriting, and even studio recording and mixing techniques over
the years. He spent decades enjoying the limelight while performing in several bands,
including Teaser and Rhythm City Rockers. Loved ones knew him as an incomparable
expert on The Beatles - a band from which he drew untold inspiration.
Throughout his luminous career in copywriting, advertising, and branding, he worked for
Mount Carmel Health, SBC Advertising, Out of the Box, and GSW Worldwide. His final
realized ambition was the development of his own independent branding company with his

partner, Vicki Miller, named Virge Branding. Colleagues and clients alike experienced him
as a scintillating creative mind, wordsmith, and skillful presenter. The competence he
displayed in his profession was only equaled by his warmth in personality, which made
him a favorite of coworkers everywhere he went.
Keith was a versatile man with an exceptional zeal for life. He delved into countless
subjects in depth, honing skills from creative writing to computer programming to cooking
Chinese cuisine in his spare time. He loved literature, film, and art, as well as traveling
internationally and exploring new places and foods. And, with every new adventure, his
infectious personality emitted a gravitational force that pulled people into his orbit to come
along for the ride.
Friends and family will remember Keith as a keen wit and an incorrigible joker with a
booming laugh that warmed every room. He had a cheerful way and sincere manner of
speaking to people that made them feel that they were truly seen and that they mattered.
With an impish sense of humor and a glittering wink, he shined his light upon people, who
were usually more than content to bask in the glow. His unsinkable optimism and ebullient
disposition were perhaps captured best in one of his favorite refrains: "I've never been
happier than I am right now."
Keith is survived by his wife, Mary Cowgill, and his two children, Colleen and Eddie
Cowgill (Courtney). He is also survived by his mother, Ruth Cowgill, his two brothers, Dr.
Kevin Cowgill (Cindy) and Alan Cowgill, his sister, Pamela Johnston, and his brother-inlaw, David Ungvarsky (Gail), as well as several uncles, aunts, cousins, nieces, and
nephews that he adored. He leaves behind his two grandchildren, Chase and Max
Cowgill, who were the shiniest stars in his sky toward the end of his full life.
Through grace, the tremendous loss of this remarkable man is exceeded only by the
richness he bestowed upon everyone he loved, whose lives are immeasurably better for
having known him.
Arrangements entrusted to SCHOEDINGER NORTHEAST. Due to present public health
considerations precluding mass gatherings, a Celebration of Life memorial will be
announced at a future date. The Cowgill family would be grateful for donations to the
Richard M. Ross Heart Hospital 452 W 10th Ave. Suite 5216 LVAD, Columbus, Ohio
43210 in Keith's name in lieu of flowers.

Comments

“

So sorry to read of Keith's illness and passing. I remember so well when he and
Kevin were little boys playing with my own two boys. We all lived in the same
neighborhood.
He and our Tom were the same age and both have May birthdays. Keith was so
smart and such an interesting conversationalist at a young age. Ruth, I am so sorry
for you, I know you are heartbroken.
Keith and Kevin and my boys were constant companions at one home or the other,
until we moved from the area when they were about ten or twelve years of age.
While I haven't known Keith since he "grew-up" and moved away, I have never
forgotten him. I send my sympathy to the family he leaves behind to love and cherish
his memory.
Becky George

Rebecca George - April 22 at 01:24 PM

“

Very sorry to hear of Keith's passing, you have my deepest sympathy. I had many
good times with Keith and Kevin while we were growing up in Richwood, as we just
lived around the corner, down the street and we used to go up and down the alley to
each other's houses all the time. I'm sure we got in trouble once in a while for some
of the things we did together. I have a lot of memories of the times we spent together
from elementary school all the way through high school graduation. Sincerely, Tom
George

Tom George - April 22 at 01:16 PM

“

Our sincere condolence on the passing of Keith. As former classmates, we are
pleased that Keith had such a fulfilling life. Rest in peace. Sincerely, Patrick and
Marilyn ( Tevis) Morse. Class of 1973

Marilyn Morse - April 16 at 09:24 PM

“

Mary and family,
We were so sorry to about Keith's passing but so happy we were able to spend time
with you both at Don and Kathy's party last June. Keith will forever be remembered
for his talent, humor and friendship. We will keep you all in our thoughts and prayers.
Charly and Janet Cesner

Charly and Janet Cesner - April 11 at 08:19 AM

“

Ed, Colleen and I are grateful for the lovely comments here full of special memories
of Keith. We will cherish these forever and can see he impacted so many lives in a
variety of ways. His character shines on in our children, Ed and Colleen. They are
both a strong reflection of his strength, humor and beliefs in life. They are blessed
with these gifts. As Colleen's beautifully written obituary states everyone mattered to
Keith--family, friends and associates. He taught us all that lesson well. We will miss
you, darling. Love and peace.
Mary Cowgill

marycowgill - April 10 at 01:18 PM

“

My world was blessed to have had the pleasure of being a small part of Keith's world
for every month for over 35 years. One never knew the direction our conversations
were going to take us while I was cutting his hair but being with him and Mary (as
she usually came along) was always the most fabulous 30 min. of my day! I miss his
wit and wisdom already!

Ann Chadwick - April 09 at 05:26 PM

“

Suzanne K. Fickes lit a candle in memory of Keith Cowgill

Suzanne K. Fickes - April 09 at 01:05 PM

“

My heart is broken. Keith was my very best childhood friend. He was the smartest,
funniest, kindest person in my young world. Although we lost touch, as sometimes
happens, I often thought of Keith and was able to chat with him on Facebook,
checking up on him after his health took a turn a couple of years ago. My sincere
condolences to the Cowgill family. Keith will always have a special place in my heart.

Juli Smith D'Ascendis - April 08 at 06:21 PM

“

“

Sending sincere sympathy and prayers to the family!
Don and PEGGY HAYS - April 09 at 08:34 AM

Mary, it was great to see you and Keith at Don and Kathy's party last fall. Sincere
condolences on Keith's passing. Rose Kaplan Hart

rose hart - April 08 at 05:40 PM

“

I met Keith when volunteering as a Eucharistic minister at the Ross Hospital. He
always had a smile on his face when I came to visit on Tuesdays.. Keith shared with
me the joys of his wonderful family and how much he loved all of you. May you find
comfort in knowing that this Easter Keith will be in the loving arms of God. Blessings
be on all of you.
Kathy Barkhurst

Kathy Barkhurst - April 08 at 03:20 PM

“

I had to smile when Keith's obituary mentioned how he was able to make his children
giggle. He did the same for those in his office when he would hold court as a creative
director at GSW. And when you walked into his office in the middle of one of his
sessions, you were always welcomed with a warm smile. But you had to be on guard
because a zinger pointed in your direction was sure to follow. It was all in good fun,
and Keith always made sure you knew it. Thinking of him now makes me smile. May
the memories of his love and good humor bring a smile to all who remember him.

Terry Fletcher - April 08 at 11:03 AM

“

Cowgill Family,
May your Faith, Family, Friends, and Wonderful Memories, help you at this time of
loss.
Karen Elaine Landon

Karen Elaine Landon - April 08 at 10:27 AM

“

Randall Montgomery lit a candle in memory of Keith Cowgill

Randall Montgomery - April 08 at 10:24 AM

“

Angela (Davis) Phipps lit a candle in memory of Keith Cowgill

Angela (Davis) Phipps - April 08 at 09:50 AM

“

Ruth and families so sorry to hear the passing of Keith went to church and school with
Keith my thought and prayers are with each and all of you at this difficult time
Angela (Davis) Phipps - April 08 at 09:52 AM

“

Ruth, Alan, and Kevin and Keith’s wife and family I’m so very sorry for your loss.
Spent a lot of fun times at your home in Richwood since Keith’s sister Pam and I are
good friends. All of the Cowgill family were so much fun to be around!! Love and
prayers to you all!

Janet Monroe Williams - April 08 at 09:14 AM

“

Kevin & Cindy, I am so sorry to hear of the loss of your brother. He sounds like he
was such a wonderful man and in reading the obituary brought back memories of
your Dad. Scripture says to be absent from the body is to be in the presence of the
Lord and I can't think of a better place to be. Take comfort in knowing this is only a
temporary separation. May God bless you and all Keith's family with His peace and
comfort.

Jerry & Peg Gray Weaver - April 08 at 07:27 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Our prayers are with the family at this time of sorrow. Dan and
Janet Spitnale

Janet. Spitnale - April 07 at 05:39 PM

“

I had the great privilege of working with Keith at SBC Advertising. He was my
supervisor; yet would cringe if I ever referred to him as “Boss”. He was a collaborator,
a creative mind of the highest order and team leader in countless ways. The group of
us at SBC who worked with Keith would have run through a wall for him; a request
he never would have made. Keith made me a better copywriter for having worked
with him (a career that I am still in today) and I will be forever grateful for having
known him as I did—a kind, thoughtful, clever, witty gentleman.

Paul Henkel - April 07 at 05:35 PM

“

Our family certainly enjoyed Keith as he grew up up in Richwood. He soon joined the
Cadets and a whole new way of life. We parents loved it when the Cadets "took the
field" or marching down the streets of Marion proudly carrying, and playing the
biggest drum. He so loved playing songs and entertaining with his music. Our
sympathy to his wife, Mary, his children, daughter-in-law and grandsons.

Ruth Cowgill - April 07 at 05:01 PM

“

Mary, Colleen, Eddie, David, and Gail, I am very saddened to hear of the loss of a
Keith. Please accept my deepest condolences and living thoughts that you find
peace.

Mary Nugent (McAusland) - April 07 at 04:33 PM

“

Keith certainly led a full and wonderful life. We were fortunate to have met Keith
many years ago at Mt. Caramel, and to know of his full measure of talent as he
navigated an amazing career.vOur even better memoires were those of friendship.
We will always remember our wonderful opportunities to gather with you and Keith at
your home or ours, often talking late into the evening, always with the most wonderful
discussions on life. We are saddended by this news and that life seems to get so
unnecessarily hectic and we neglect the important connections with our friends.
Mary, please know we are thinking of you and your family at this very difficult time.

Amy & Alan Bumpus - April 07 at 02:49 PM

“

Humberto Ferreira lit a candle in memory of Keith Cowgill

Humberto Ferreira - April 07 at 11:08 AM

“

Rosemary Starcovic lit a candle in memory of Keith Cowgill

Rosemary Starcovic - April 07 at 10:36 AM

