Julius Nemeth
December 14, 1938 - September 16, 2020

Gyúla (Julius) Joseph Nemeth was born on December 14th, 1938 in Kecskemét, Hungary
to Dr. Gyúla (Julius) Nemeth and Ildikó Juliánna (Muraközy) Nemeth. He died on
September 16th, 2020 at his home in Columbus, Ohio.
Julius immigrated to the United States in 1949 with his parents and younger brother after
fleeing from Hungary in 1945 to a U.S. occupied zone in Germany. His family first settled
in Utica, New York and later moved to Youngstown, Ohio. He became a naturalized citizen
of the United States on May 10th, 1956, adopting his Americanized name.
Julius attended Syracuse University, graduated with a B.A. from Youngstown State
University and a J.D. from Georgetown University Law School, and started his law career
working as a law clerk for the U.S. 7th District Court of Appeals. On July 29th, 1967, he
married Mary Helen Mueller. Shortly afterward, Julius and Mary moved from Youngstown
to Columbus, Ohio, and became members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. After he was
married, Julius worked as an Assistant Attorney General for William B. Saxbe, then
Attorney General for the State of Ohio. During that time, Julius and his colleagues took a
case to the United States Supreme Court. He was appointed to the Ohio Constitutional
Revision Commission by Governor James Rhodes. In 1974, he was recognized as a
distinguished citizen of the State of Ohio in Who's Who in Ohio. He finished his law career
with an appointment as a Magistrate of the Franklin County Municipal Court.
Although he had a distinguished law career, Julius will be remembered most fondly by all
as a kind, generous, gentle and loving man and as a devoted and proud husband, father,
and grandfather. He is survived by his beloved wife, Mary; his three children, Theodore
(Ted) Julius Joseph (Sara Seidel) Nemeth, Julianna Maria (Aaron Saling) Nemeth, and
Andrew Thomas (Christy) Nemeth; eight grandchildren, Emerson Gyúla Saling, Marley
Macallister Nemeth, Jonas András Saling, Matthias Theodore Nemeth, Ashton Edward
Saling, Arianna Ildiko Nemeth, Calder Casey Nemeth, and Luca Julius Nemeth; and many
adored nieces, nephews, and extended family members. He was preceded in death by his
parents and brother Attillá (Alexander) Nemeth.
Julius spoke fondly of Hungary, and Hungarian cultural values and traditions were
celebrated within the family. Julius was also deeply grateful for his American citizenship
and all the opportunities the United States afforded him to live a full and happy life. This

was especially evident to Julius when he and Mary travelled to Hungary shortly after the
collapse of communism. He loved America with all his heart but was saddened by the
increasing polarization in U.S. politics, particularly regarding the treatment of immigrants
and refugees, and the politicization of fundamental human rights.
Julius was welcoming, kind to all he met, and most looked forward to gatherings with
family and close friends. He enjoyed listening to classical music, tinkering with short wave
radios, reading about classic cars, and loving his dogs. He also enjoyed travelling
throughout the United States and Canada-to national parks, to Toronto to visit Hungarian
relatives, and to the Outer Banks of North Carolina.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Memory Garden of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church of Upper Arlington (<http://www.engagedbygrace.org/end-of-year-charitablecontributions-4/) or to the Ohio Chapter of the League of Women Voters
(<https://www.lwvohio.org/donate). In his memory, please remember to vote this
November.
“Please join Julius’s family for a livestream funeral service at 9:45am on Saturday
September 26, 2020 at engagedbygrace.org/livestream . The livestream will start around
9:30am. All are invited to a celebration of life memorial concert and party to be held when
it is safe to gather again. Tentatively this event is scheduled for December 2021.”

Cemetery
Union Cemetery - Columbus
3349 Olentangy River Rd.
Columbus, OH, 43202

Comments

“

My sincere sympathy to you and your family. Julius was a remarkable man and made
a difference in the lives of many, I hope your treasured memories are a comfort to all
of you now.
Sandy Murray
Friend from Jones Middle School

Sandy Murray - September 29 at 09:52 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Julius Nemeth.

September 28 at 10:35 AM

“

A donation was made in Julius' name to the League of Women Voters from
colleagues of Julianna's. Our deepest condolesences to your family.
Liz Klein, JaNelle Ricks, Megan Roberts and Paul Reiter

Liz Klein - September 26 at 01:24 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Julius Nemeth.

September 25 at 10:53 AM

“

Mary I’m so sorry to hear of your husband’s passing. May the memories you made
together bring you comfort.

Birti Hardie - September 21 at 06:35 PM

“

julius was not only my client for 7yrs , but a forever friend. he was there to listen to
laugh and to advise me on many topics.. my heart is saddened to see him go. Just
as delighted to know he is at peace. My dear friend i hope your family knows what a
joy and love it was to be apart of your life. i thank you all for allowing me the
opportunity to care for Julius. I pray you have peace during this transition
Love Always
Jayna & All the girls

jayna - September 20 at 09:40 PM

“

Mary -I send my condolences to you and the family on the recent loss of your beloved
husband, father and grandfather. While I didn't know Julius well, he always struck me
as being a gentleman and a gentle man. He led an exemplary life and helped you
create a wonderful home for your three children.. May your many loving memories of
your years together help sustain you now.
Please know that you're in my thoughts and prayers and know that what is loved will
remain in your heart forever.
Fondly,
Sue Dingle

Sue Dingle - September 20 at 07:08 PM

“

Mary, Sorry for your loss. My he "rest in peace". From a long/lost Barrington 6th
grade teacher. Barry Merrick @ Wesley Glen

Barry Merrick - September 20 at 04:48 PM

“

Hi Mary Helen and all your beautiful children and all those many, many
grandchildren,
(I see everybody calls you Mary but you'll always be Mary Helen to me. As I'm sure
I'll always be Cathy-not Catherine-to you).
But onto Julius. What incredible accomplishments! I knew he was very accomplished
but after reading your obituary, I didn't really realize the scope of his
accomplishments. Aside from helping to create an amazing loving family (which is no
mean feat) he apparently was gentle, kind, graceful unassuming superstar. I'm sure
there will be a huge hole in your day to day life but I believe he's still there hovering
until he feels everything is manageable.
Anyway, you were a truly amazing spouse for many years and I hope during this time
of grief you can give yourself kudos for his long, happy life. You and yours deserve it.
Thinking of all of you (even the ones I've never met).
Cathy (erine) Cox
BTW I tried to donate to the Women's Voting site and the page wouldn't come up. So
too, the Lutheran Church Peace Garden. I'll try again but wanted to give you a heads
up. They were the links in the obituary.

Catherine Cox Evans - September 20 at 12:51 PM

“

Mary, We are so sorry to hear of your husband's passing. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you and your family. Please accept our deepest sympathy.
Nancy and David Evans

David Evans - September 20 at 10:05 AM

“

My heart goes out to Mary and the family. Julius was a scholarly lawyer and a dear
friend. His family's escape from Hungary, where the family left everything and started
walking West to avoid communism, has stayed with me all my life. May he rest in the
palm of His hand.
Susan McNally

Susan McNally - September 20 at 08:27 AM

“

This is a tribute from Julius’s sister in law Diane E. (Morse) Nemeth and my late
husband or Julius’s Brother: Alexander Attila Nemeth. We will always hold my
Brother in Law in our hearts and minds. His love and kindness touched our lives and
for all our Children and their spouses and our Grandchildren. He had seen and done
more then most people and the Lord brought through with his Hungarian roots to
touch other peoples’ lives. At this time I am extending my love and sympathies for his
wife, Mary and their Children and Grandchildren, Diane E. Nemeth

Diane Nemeth - September 19 at 02:49 PM

