Joseph Butera
February 9, 1942 - October 1, 2019

On Tuesday, October 1, 2019 Joseph Butera died in Columbus, Ohio at the age of 77
following an extended illness.
Joe was born on February 2, 1942 to Joanna and Michael Butera in New Castle,
Pennsylvania. He was a proud graduate of Slippery Rock University where he majored in
education. He obtained his master's degree and principal certification from The University
of Pittsburgh.
His entire professional life was dedicated to education. He spent over 30 years at Mt
Lebanon High School where he served as teacher, administrator and relentless supporter
of nearly every school activity and competition.
"Mr. Butera" was beloved for his passion, wit and commitment to the school and its
students. His teaching efforts focused primarily on history and current events where his
fevor for history, politics, environmental issues and world affairs were given free rein. He
inaugurated and was an active supporter of competitive academic games taking Mt.
Lebanon's highly competitive teams to regional and national competitions.
He sought to inspire and encourage his students to be responsible citizens committed to
achieving both their academic and personal goals. His acts of kindness were numerous.
He spontaneously offered support or assistance whenever he observed an opportunity to
help.
He was an avid tennis player and downhill skier. Near the end of his career he indulged
his love of Opera as a volunteer and occasional on-stage extra with the Pittsburgh Opera.
He was preceded in death by his beloved sister Rosalie (McDermott) and her husband
Charles (Chuck). As he requested, he will be interred with the ashes of his cherished
Dalmatian dog Tyler.

The family would like to extend their unending gratitude to the staff at Our Family Home
who provided exceptional care, love and support to Joe and his family for the past 7 years.
Joe will be missed by his family Marianne (McDermott) Gradisar of Columbus, Ohio, Tami
(McDermott) Folk and Peter McDermott of Akron, Ohio and his numerous great nieces
and nephews. His special friend, Dr. Judy Hulick and his many students and friends will
also mourn his passing. To acknowledge his dedication to education, a Scholarship Fund
will be established in his name. Contributions to the Joe Butera scholarship fund can be
sent to the Mt Lebanon School District, 7 Horsman Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15228.

Comments

“

A special person who had an impact on all of us at Mt. Lebanon. Great teacher and
supportive principal. Wonderful friend.
--Frank Caputo

Frank Caputo - October 14 at 02:54 PM

“

I met uncle Joe when I became friends with his sister he was very unique individual
he was fun is full of joy and laughter and wisdom he loved his family with a passion
he love life with a passion it’s been a great many years since I’ve seen uncle Joe but
I have great memories of many special and his sisters homeAnd surrounded by his
nieces and his nephew and to the McDermott young people now I know they will
miss their uncle Joe very much but we at least now I know he is free of pain and will
be at his sisters side God bless the Fmily

beverly Strausser - October 13 at 10:23 AM

“

5 files added to the album Joe

Marianne - October 13 at 09:04 AM

“
“

Joe could always bring fun to any ordinary school day. He was a delight to know.
june murray - October 13 at 10:46 AM

I was privileged to be Joe's colleague at Mt. Lebanon High School. He was a great teacher,
a warm and friendly coworker. My two sons really enjoyed participating in Academic Games
when Joe was the sponsor of that activity. He will be missed. Norina Daubner
Norina Daubner - October 13 at 11:17 AM

“

Joe has been greatly missed by me for many years. Joe was a man of many talents with a
great taste in art. He was an excellent mentor, teacher, school administrator and wise
advisor to me about everything from stocks to people. Joe had a great sense of humor
such as telling his students when they saw him working at Gimbels Department store that
they had mistaken him for his twin brother who was their teacher. Joe liked clocks and the
Kitty Cat Klock we gave him had a special meaning between us. God bless you, Joe.
Chuck Morreale
Chas Morreale - October 13 at 02:31 PM

“

I was a casual friend/neighbor during his early years of teaching when Joe lived in
Pennsbury Village. Also a high school teacher, I respected his devotion to the students,
always enjoyed our conversations and laughed at his wit. My prayers are with you Joe and
family. Mary Lou Einloth
Mary Lou Einloth - October 13 at 05:35 PM

“
“

a kind and thoughtful gentleman
mary vegh - October 15 at 12:46 PM

Joe was a kind, understanding and intelligent man who worked so hard to help his students
and other faculty members. Truly, he was one in a million. A real loss to his family and
those who knew him.
Nancy Suffoletta - October 16 at 11:08 AM

“

Joe was a fabulous person! I worked with him and enjoyed him as a wonderful person at
Gimbels. He was a night manager and I, a salesperson on “the floor”. He always had a kind
word and enjoyed joke or two! He left a place in my heart as a very good person. He talked
of his teaching in Mt Lebanon school .. taking pride in his students. He will always someone
that won’t be forgotten and I will remember him, forever. Rose Dalke Lynn
Rose Dalke Lynn - October 18 at 08:06 PM

