John Smith
January 16, 1959 - April 14, 2020

John Albert Smith, age 61, died April 14, 2020, at Doctor’s Hospital. He was a longtime
resident of Columbus Developmental Center (CDC) attending the Gove School. In 1995,
he began life in the community in a Creative Housing Home. In 2001, Columbus Center
for Human Services began providing residential services to John, Columbus Center for
Human Services (CCHS) inspired his life journey for the past 20 years.
John prided himself on being a good friend and a good employee. He loved doing work
and earning a wage. He worked at Franklinton Industries at CDC, and then the Franklin
County Board of Developmental Disabilities (FCBDD) sheltered workshop - first (and for
many years) at Arc South, then Arc East and finally Arc West. He ran his own business
filling vending machines for CCHS.
From a very young child, John loved animals. He maintained that love throughout his life
enjoying the Columbus Zoo, his fish tank, and the pets of many staff. He also enjoyed
bowling, softball, WWE, concerts, and eating out.
John also enjoyed activities and art. He had two works accepted for exhibit in the VSA
Accessible Expressions Ohio 2015 Art Show. Those two works are included in the “Tribute
Video” on the Heart & Hope website. The work- “Happy Man” shows John’s tremendous
personal growth and artistic skill.
The Franklin County Board of Developmental Disabilities (FCBDD) has been a big part of
John's life, providing employment, sports and service coordination. FCBDD also fostered
John’s strong interest in the area of Rights for individuals with disabilities. John is one of
the spokespeople Featured in this video: https://fcbdd.org/resources/bill-of-rights/
John made hundreds of friendships through the various agencies that have supported him
over the years – FCBDD, Arc Industries, Columbus Center for Human Services, and
Goodwill Services.

Cemetery
Kingwood Memorial Park
8230 Columbus Pike
Lewis Center, OH, 43035

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - April 20 at 03:51 PM

“

This video is beautiful! It shows the joy that we share in having the had the privilege of
knowing John Smith.
Mariann Brush - April 21 at 02:00 PM

“

What a wonderful tribute I worked with John at Sunapple ,such a sweet soul you certainly
earned your wings buddy fly high, you're home now .
Lynsey - April 22 at 12:06 PM

“

Beautiful. You will be missed John.
Sophia - April 23 at 08:16 AM

“

A webcast video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - April 16 at 04:18 PM

“

I thank God that our paths crossed; you were a blessing during your years at East.
Servant well done.
Anne Thomas - April 21 at 12:53 PM

“

John was a kind man that touched many peoples lives. If we could have all attended his
funeral today, there wouldn't be enough seats in the house.
Jennifer - April 21 at 01:02 PM

“
“

John had a wonderful light. He will be so missed.
Jeanette Wehrle - April 21 at 01:32 PM

John touched the lives of any one that he came in contact with. So blessed to have spent
the last 19 years with him as part of our CCHS family. Always a positive light and smile! We
love you and you will be greatly missed!
Becky-CCHS
Becky - April 21 at 01:35 PM

“
“

Amen! He is not rolling around in Heaven he is walking.
Gretchen - April 21 at 01:37 PM

This was a beautiful service. Thank you for making it available us who loved John and
unable to be there.
Laura Dalton - April 21 at 01:44 PM

“

I have not seen John in years but all the stories brought back great memories of John and
his promise to race me in heaven with his new legs!
Randy Shively - April 21 at 01:46 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Laura Dalton - April 21 at 01:54 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mariann Brush - April 20 at 08:47 PM

“

John always had a smile on his face! We loved his creative talent and whimsical
artwork. He loved to laugh, joke with friends, and participate in a variety of activities.
He just loved being around people. And, he could be quite the prankster. His
infectious personality and wit will be sorely missed!
Mariann Brush

Mariann Brush - April 20 at 08:36 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Gretchen - April 20 at 03:19 PM

“

John brought so much joy and laughter to our day. On April 1st, I was working with
Tim , John’s friend . Tim said John made every day "April Fools day" with his silly
jokes. We decided to ask Jeanette to call and ask him where he was. Tell him
everyone was at work. She pulled that April Fools prank on him and said he fell out
laughing. He will be missed. ~~ Margo Crabtree

Margo - April 20 at 03:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Sophia - April 20 at 01:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Marna Beatty - April 20 at 12:40 PM

“

One of the greatest people I’ve ever worked with, the kindest heart around. Heaven
awaits such a precious soul. You will be missed but are now a perfect angel
Love u sister Ashley McCann

ashley mccann - April 20 at 08:17 AM

“

John --I will always remember the joy you brought to life to e individuals and to many others
even in exercise group.
A very dedicated person to any task he tried.
He always had fun and had good faith and showed love of God and others.
Janet M. - April 20 at 10:18 AM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Marna Beatty - April 19 at 10:04 PM

“

I am sure the folks in heaven will love you as much as we did, John. We will miss
you. Enjoy those new legs my friend!

Melissa duckworth - April 18 at 09:35 AM

“

I had the pleasure of knowing John and experience his smile and joy he shared with
everyone. I recall some wonderful outings to amusement parks, dances, sharing his
love of art, and just spending time with friends. He was such a light bringing
happiness wherever he went. He will always hold a spot in my heart as well as many
others who knew him. Rest in peace and dance with the angels.

Julie Hall - April 17 at 02:55 PM

“

John was such a character, he always left me with a smile on my face. I enjoyed
every interaction I had with him. It is tragedy to lose someone as dear as him. I will
forever remember the moments we shared. I always enjoyed letting people know
who he was during my orientations as he presented in one of the videos I share. He
spoke about his journey of becoming Baptized. I know many people through
orientation loved his presentation and in true John fashion he left smiles on their
faces as well. You will missed John but never forgotten!

Jessica Bond - April 17 at 01:32 PM

“

John was and will forever be one of the greats souls I ever met. Every day I spent
with him was filled with laughs and joy. He was alway thankful for everything anyone
did for him always the first to say how good dinner was and how thankful he was I
was there to make it for him. I will always remember are movie nights at Chingford
eating popcorn with the guys and laughing and just enjoying each other’s presence.
Each night we would watch tv together after dinner and he would grab my cheek and
say I like you and we would start laughing. He was always filled with love and
happiness never once did I see him unhappy. I will remember his smiles when I
would bring a dog to come visit him and they would lick his face and he would light
up or our trips to the pet store and he would dance to the music in the car on the way
there. He will always be in my heart and I will always pick up my work phone and
have a little sadness it’s not him on the end calling to say hi.

Carly Morlan - April 17 at 01:32 PM

“

"Good people pass away, the godly often die before their time. But no one seems to
care or wonder why.
No one seems to understand that God is protecting them from the evil to come.
For those who follow godly paths will rest in peace when they die." Isaiah 57:verses
1-2
My heart is so so heavy...
I was fortunate to have spent the time I did over the years with John while he was
here with us.
John started off as a client, but he quickly - over the years of watching over him became my friend, brother, uncle and we also joked about him being my second
husband while I worked with him. Any time he came from work he always
said,"Beatrice I'm hoooome."
Anyone who knew John would agree about how funny he was and how he kept us all
laughing and happy. He had a great love for food,
I remember if he had a meal a day before and you gave him the same meal the next
day he would say "this is so good, I haven't had this in a long time."
He always knew how to make others feel appreciated.
In any setting and upon meeting someone new ( no matter the occasion) he was
always the first one to introduce himself by first saying, "hi my name is John, what's
your name?"
and he always remembered your name even if it had been so long since he saw you,
he had a great memory.
It made those who were new extremely comfortable and they were able to open up.
He had enough energy to go around and was always ready to try new things.
I am grateful to have known and spent the time I did with him and I am thankful that
he is now at peace and is no longer in pain.
My condolences to his family and all those who were able to be in his presence.
Fair thee well and may your soul rest in perfect peace Uncle Johnny

Beatrice Adehe - April 17 at 01:31 PM

“

John always had a smile on his face and was full of such joy! John lived well and that
is because of the Direct Care Staff and other important people in his life that cared
for him. John was a people person and loved attention! One person in particular that
I remember having a special relationship with John was Twilla Davis, John’s former
Case Manager with CCHS. Twilla would call John “her boy” and they shared a
passion for World Wrestling Entertainment and went to many shows together. Like
John, Twilla, I believe is inside the pearly gates. I know in my heart she has greeted
him and is introducing him to many of their favorite wrestlers. Losing John is hard,
but at least I can find healing in this and hold on to the wonderful memories I have of
him until we meet him and everyone else we have loved and lost again in our
Father’s kingdom.

Ashley Oiler - April 17 at 01:30 PM

“

John referred to me as Gretchie, which always put a smile on my face. I have many
great memories of fun times with John. My favorite is the time that I took him and a
group to Nationwide Arena to see the Tran Siberian Orchestra. John was enthralled
all through the show with the laser lights and pyrotechnics. At one point he was
rocking so hard in his chair that I thought he would go flying out! We also had lots of
great times camping in Hocking Hills and dancing together at every dance. I visited
John a few weeks ago and he showed me his new fish and frogs that he had gotten
for his fish tank. He prided himself on being a good friend and he will be missed by
all.

Gretchen VanNatta - April 17 at 01:28 PM

“

As I reflect on our time with John, I remember the first time that I went to Chingford
as his Program Coordinator many years ago. He greeted me at the front door with a
huge smile and a hand shake. After talking to him for a few minutes, he said I want to
know if you will stay here for long. At first, I didn’t quite understand. Then he said I
want people to stay and be my friend. This impacted my journey here because he
was referring to staff leaving him after being his friend and it taught me that we have
to do all we can to be a consistent, dependable person for each of them.
Every time I encountered John his smile lit up the room. He was always the first one
to ask me when the next dance was or the next Cedar point or camping trip. He had
a love for life, animals, others! There was not a time that he had anything negative to
say to me. He was a dependable friend to all of those in his house. I really used to
enjoy the times he was working at his vending job but would sneak over to see me.
My last memory of him was last week and when I visited him in the isolation space,
he said, “That food was good! They are good to me”
I only wish that he could have been with us longer and that we could have assisted
him with his goal of going to Israel.
Rest in heaven my dear friend John!

Becky Sharp - April 17 at 01:27 PM

“

I first met John when I became his Program Coordinator in September. John came
up to me, shook my hand, and said that we were going to be friends. I have so many
memories of John it is hard to pick one to share. For Thanksgiving; Jennifer, Nina
and I cooked Thanksgiving dinner to take to different homes across our company.
When I delivered dinner to John and his roommates, John’s face lit up. We spent the
evening talking, laughing, and making plans for the future. John and his roommates
decided that night they wanted to go to Las Vegas. I wish John would have been with
us long enough to go on our Las Vegas trip. When it is safe to travel again, John’s
roommates and I will go to Las Vegas in his honor. I know John is at peace with his
mother and father.
Katie Shumate

Kathryn Shumate - April 17 at 01:26 PM

