John E. Shuter
December 14, 1929 - August 20, 2019

John Edward Shuter, 89, of Worthington, passed away on August 20, 2019. He was born
on December 14, 1929 to the late John and Jessie (Cline) Shuter.
John, or "Jack" to his friends, was a literal "rocket scientist", an aeronautical engineer
working on missile guidance systems for most of his career at Rockwell International.
Captain Shuter retired after serving two terms in the US Airforce, as a test flight engineer,
choosing to transfer to the Retired Reserve. He has inspired a generation of race-walkers
as founding member of Buckeye Striders, a central Ohio race-walking group that meets
every Saturday morning. He was an Eagle Scout and consummate adventurer, having
taken up skiing, running, long-distance biking, hang gliding, race-walking and swimming.
He even tried snowboarding in his early 70s. Locals might have seen him speed-walking
the streets of Worthington, or taking part in many activities sponsored by the Griswold
Center, including the Malibu Go-Cart races. Jack loved his Rush Creek Village
neighborhood, and served on the board for decades. Jack was a family man, a warmhearted father and a longtime member of First Community Church.
John will be greatly missed by his wife of 61 years, Patricia; Children, Mark (Susan)
Shuter, Mathew (Rebecca) Shuter, and Martha (Steve Blake) Shuter; grandchildren,
Damon (Jill) Shuter, and Derek Gagnon; great granddaughter, Lauren Shuter; brother,
David (Jan) Shuter; nieces and nephews, Kelli (Chris) Shuter Cessna, Kristin Shuter
Houston, and Kristopher (Beth) Shuter.
A Memorial Service will be held on August 29 at First Community Church-South Campus,
1320 Cambridge Blvd, Columbus OH 43212. The family will receive friends in an informal
gathering starting at 2:30 p.m. The Memorial Service starts at 3:30 p.m. A reception with
light refreshments will follow.
Please do not send flowers. Instead, donations are encouraged to the American Heart
Association, Kobacker House or the Buckeye Striders, his beloved organization. Buckeye
Striders, 1962 Starbridge Ct., Columbus, OH 43235 or www.buckeyestriders.com.
Or please, talk a walk in honor of him.

To share memories or condolences with the family, please go to
www.schoedinger.com/obituaries/John-Shuter
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - August 23, 2019 at 03:51 PM

“

I'm not here to share a memory, but to say "Sorry for your loss and that John will be
missed by the walking community".

Omar NASH - August 29, 2019 at 08:43 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Marty Shuter - August 27, 2019 at 12:26 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Marty Shuter - August 27, 2019 at 12:25 PM

“

Dear Pat, I am so sorry to hear of Jack's passing. What a wonderful life the two of
you forged together. I remember when Nancy and I visited you and Jack in
Worthington several years ago. I didn't know of Jack's background at the time, but
was thrilled to find an Alaska connection, since that is where I spent most of my adult
life. Jack told me about his work in "the arctic" where he studied the effects of cold on
aircraft engines. You were patient with Jack's extended explanations (though it was
clear you'd heard it all many times), and I was fascinated. Jack took us for a ride in
his "stick shift" VW. He drove the way you might expect a rocket scientist to drive.
I've enjoyed our email correspondence through the years, and I know Jack had a lot
to do with the technical side of making that possible. He was a lovely man.
Love
Ken and Nancy Brown

Kenneth Brown - August 27, 2019 at 11:39 AM

“

Dear Pat, I am so sorry to hear of Jack’s death. Please know I am thinking about you
and your family during this difficult time. I have such fond memories of your family
from my childhood, and have enjoyed running into you and John over the decades.
Jack inspired me at a race once to do more speedwalking,which I still do!
Much love, Mary Anne Orcutt

MaryAnne Orcutt - August 25, 2019 at 09:42 PM

“

Jack was very kind. He enjoyed Race Walking and encouraged Race directors to
create walking divisions in their races. He carried a Buckeye Striders' card with him
in case he met someone who had some interest in Race-walking. He would invite
them to walk with us. I'm glad we recently were able to visit with him and Pat. I will
miss him.

Ruth Ann Farthing - August 23, 2019 at 09:24 PM

“

My memories of Jack were of confidence, warmth and a general interest in people. I
was fortunate to talk with him growing up and unfortunately saw him only periodically
as relatives sometimes do. He brought up such incredible children. He really made a
difference in many people’s lives. - John “Jack” Clark

john Clark - August 23, 2019 at 01:09 PM

“

Dear Shuter Family,
So sorry for your loss, you are in my thoughts and prayers.
Amy Rossetti (Hendrickson)

Amy Rossetti - August 23, 2019 at 12:54 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Marty Shuter - August 23, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

“

Love this!
Susan - August 23, 2019 at 01:16 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rebecca Shuter - August 22, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

Mark and Marty and families including Susan in laws, and grandchildren. You have
my sympathy and prayers for your loss. I think the greatest celebration of his life with
the stories that Mark and Susan shared over the years of his many races etc.
Joanna Pallos

Joanna Pallos - August 22, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mark Shuter - August 22, 2019 at 05:51 PM

“

My last photo of my parents together during “Happy Hour” at Oak Leaf Villiage. Miss
you dad. Love Mark

Mark Shuter - August 22, 2019 at 05:47 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of John E. Shuter.

August 22, 2019 at 02:09 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Marty Shuter - August 22, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

Jack was always out there trying to do his best. He was always doing something,
walking, bike riding, skiing, taking trips with the seniors. He was a charter member of
the Buckeye Striders and has touched many lives through that group. He loved those
Saturday morning breakfasts. Jack, I hope they have green tea in heaven! You will
be missed.

Cheryl Estep - August 22, 2019 at 07:54 AM

“

My last memory of Jack was at the First on the First 5k, 2019, which he raced, so
yes,
he was 89...truly amazing! Jack was a man to respect and admire and I was blessed
to
have known him. My thoughts and prayers are with Pat and his family.

Linda Rittenhouse - August 22, 2019 at 06:59 AM

“

Carole Sarkan lit a candle in memory of John E. Shuter

carole sarkan - August 21, 2019 at 07:05 PM

“

Jack was in my life all of my life. He and Pat were very important people. We loved getting
together with them when we could. Such wonderful memories of Jack and Pat. Blessings to
the family and hope to see you next Thursday. Love, Carole
carole sarkan - August 21, 2019 at 07:07 PM

“

Jack and Pat were part of our lives for many years starting with First Community Family
Camp at Akita in the early sixties. We shared many good times together with the
Franks,,Kincaids, Nicholds,and Garrets.Memories we will always treasure.
We will miss you, Jack and our prayers go with Pat .
Earl and Jane Mills
earl mills - August 21, 2019 at 09:57 PM

“

Jeff Chenault lit a candle in memory of John E. Shuter

Jeff Chenault - August 21, 2019 at 04:36 PM

“

Jodi Woodruff-Santini lit a candle in memory of John E. Shuter

Jodi Woodruff-Santini - August 21, 2019 at 12:31 PM

“

I am blessed to have known Jack for the past year since joining the Buckeye
Striders. I uploaded photos from various races and Buckeye Striders events that
feature him.

Jodi Woodruff-Santini - August 21, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“
“

“

Thank you, Jodi! You posted all of the ones I thought should be posted.
Cindi - August 21, 2019 at 12:45 PM

Thanks Jodi. These are wonderful.
Jeff Chenault - August 21, 2019 at 04:34 PM

18 files added to the tribute wall

Jodi Woodruff-Santini - August 21, 2019 at 12:27 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Marty Shuter - August 21, 2019 at 11:25 AM

“
“
“

That is the perfect picture.it's how I'll always remember Jack, active and happy.
Cheryl Estep - August 21, 2019 at 12:10 PM

Yep!! He loved race walking!
Jeff Chenault - August 21, 2019 at 04:37 PM

First on the First 2019 is the one race I got to do with Jack in the short time that I knew him.
This is a great picture of him.
Jodi - August 22, 2019 at 08:32 AM

“

Robert Rumberg lit a candle in memory of John E. Shuter

Robert Rumberg - August 20, 2019 at 01:10 PM

