John "Dave" Ross
November 18, 1936 - March 31, 2020

David Ross
On March 31, 2020, just when the world really couldn't afford to lose a source of
remarkable wisdom and gentle kindness, Dave Ross died at the age of 83.
Born to Marie (Flanagan) and William Ross in Detroit, John David "Dave" moved with his
parents and beloved big sister Jane to Cleveland. He graduated from Gilmore Academy
and John Carroll University.
Dave had a fulfilling and successful career in the insurance industry, serving as an
executive in product development and marketing for New York Life and then Nationwide
Insurance. He achieved a number of professional designations, with an impressive
alphabet soup of acronyms that followed his name until he shrugged them off with modest
humor upon retirement.
Dave was the devoted father of Bill (Cari), Erin (Kevin), Mike (Holly), and Jim, who
predeceased him last year. When Dave married Mary Connolly 36 years ago, he also
gained a stepdaughter, Kelly (Kevin). His beloved grandchildren Cooper, Nina, Nicholas,
Brandon, Ryan, Preston, Michael, Kevin and Aidan were a source of joy, and their visits
were much anticipated.
Dave and Mary met at a party where they felt an immediate connection. Married in 1984,
together they experienced adventures on the high seas, with sailing trips around the world
- from the South Pacific to the Chesapeake Bay, and treasured the friends with whom they
traveled. They also enjoyed trips to Ireland with their children. In 1990 they moved to
German Village and discovered a whole community of like-minded people. The culture of
working hard on civic projects and then partying to celebrate the successes was spot-on
for Dave and Mary. The friends, events, dinners, debates, and deep sense of community
they found in German Village shaped the following three decades. Dave leaves his
cherished Mary to the care of these remarkable friends.
Dave was grounded in a faith, that at its core, was deep-rooted in the expectation of good
things to come. But it went beyond hope. While much of hope lives in the mind, Dave's
faith was steeped in the heart and the spirit, and he never expected to understand life's
mysteries through a single dimension. The Newman Center at The Ohio State University
was an ideal place to nourish that faith, which he did through his many years of training

lectors and serving as a Eucharistic minister.
It is wonderful to be able to note that Dave experienced making a hole-in-one at the
Chagrin Valley Country Club as a young man, and had the great joy of shooting an 80 in
his 80th year; he lunched and laughed with three different ROMEO groups (Retired Old
Men Eating Out); he loved mystery books, and had an amazing laugh that came easily. As
a neighbor once noted, "When you were hugged by Dave Ross, you knew you had been
hugged."
But most importantly, through his lifetime of 83 years, his extraordinary kindness became
a rock upon which everyone who knew him rested and trusted.
We will honor that lifetime, when circumstances allow, with a celebration worthy of the
occasion -- a celebration with Dave Ross-style hugs.
In lieu of flowers, donations in honor of Dave can be made to the Mid-Ohio Food Bank,
www.MidOhioFoodBank.org <http://www.MidOhioFoodBank.org> or the Columbus Pet
Rescue, www.ColumbusPetRescue.com <http://www.ColumbusPetRescue.com>.

Comments

“

Mary - I am so sorry to hear of Dave’s passing! Know that you will be in our prayers.
Grant Rice

Grant Rice - April 08, 2020 at 05:02 PM

“

Mary I am so very sorry about the loss of your beloved John. I hope you can feel the
kindness and love of others surrounding you. Take care.
Susan Jakob

Susan Jakob - April 07, 2020 at 08:03 PM

“

Mary and Family: I am so sorry for your loss. A friend and neighbor-Jason Michael

Jason Michael - April 07, 2020 at 05:05 PM

“

Mary and family, I am very sad to hear of your loss. Dave was a wonderful man that I
am grateful to call a friend. My heart aches knowing I will not see his smile and
receive another hug from him. Please let me know if there is anything I can do for
you.
God Bless, Linda Paradise Miller

lp miller - April 06, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

I remember being trained to be a Lector by Dave at St. Thomas Moofre Newman
Center. He covered the logistics. Wat he covered really well was the spiritual
importance of being in a position to read God's Word so it came alive for the people
in the congregation and inspired their soul. I am fortunate to have been on the
feceiving end of Dave's big hug and wlecoming smile over so many year at church
and then as friends. Mary - I so respect the way you devoted yourself to Dave's care
in these last few years, and especially recently. That's love. May God's love,
experuenced through friends, family and neighbors, comfort you now.

MARK MATSON - April 06, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

Mary, Please accept my deepest sympathy in your loss of Dave. He was, indeed,
larger than life and lit up the room with his presence. You and he brought peace to
my life at a time when I was in great turmoil. He rests now in the arms of his loving
Savior. Ramona Nash

Ramona Nash - April 06, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

Condolences to the Ross family. I worked with and for Dave at Nationwide and
always found him to be a great mentor with an amazing depth of knowledge and
passion for his work. Dave worked as a true leader in shaping the future of many a
Nationwide agent's success in financial services in Advanced Sales. And I knew
Dave was such a strong man of faith that I admired as much as anything. Peace ...

Rich Viertel - April 05, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

Thank you, Dave, for being a wonderful, thoughtful, loving brother-in-law. It was an
honor and a pleasure to know you and to have co-officiated at your wedding to Mary.
I'm glad we had many occasions to talk and eat and worship together and even
travel to your beloved Sedona together many years ago. I will always be grateful for
your loving good nature and of course especially for your total devotion to Mary. God
bless you and give you light and rest and peace!
Jim (Lodwick)

James Lodwick - April 05, 2020 at 06:26 PM

“

Mary so sorry to hear about the passing of Dave. I’m sure he will be sorely missed by
you and many others. He was always upbeat and had a great sense of humor when
ever I was around him. Thoughts and prayers to you and the family. Peace, Tony
Hatfield

anthony hatfield - April 05, 2020 at 05:33 PM

“

Mary so sorry to hear of Dave’s passing. I remember when I first met you both and
was so glad God had you cross my path. You and the family are in my prayers.

Susan Guy - April 05, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Mary and Family,
I was so very sorry to hear of Dave's passing. He was truly everything you stated
about him in the wonderful tribute. Each time he would come into the office it would
make my day. Dave was always so upbeat no matter how he was feeling or what the
weather was.
The world will miss this kind, gentle man. We will look forward to seeing him again.
Fondly,
Connie Bird
Pickerington, Ohio

Connie Bird - April 04, 2020 at 10:15 AM

“

Thinking of you Mary at this time. I’m so glad I got to know Dave. He was a very
sweet and funny man. The world will miss him.

Mary Carroll - April 03, 2020 at 08:03 PM

“

Dear Mary, I was so saddened to hear of Fabes passing. My thoughts and prayers
are with you.
Debbie Jaeger

Debbie Jaeger - April 03, 2020 at 03:20 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. RIHP Mr. Ross
Your Dispatch Carriers - Rich and Tracy

Tracy - April 03, 2020 at 02:57 PM

“

Oh, Mary, My heart just aches for your loss. While I don't recall a specific
conversation with Dave, I do remember his wonderful laugh. I always thought he
would have made a great Santa! My hugs to you, Mary. The next time I'm in
Columbus I would love to meet up for lunch, a chat, a walk...your choice.
Barbara Gregory
Cincinnati, Ohio

Barbara Gregory - April 03, 2020 at 02:40 PM

