John Proicou
June 10, 1928 - October 24, 2020

John Nicholas Proicou, 92 years old, passed away on October 24, 2020 surrounded by
the love of his family. John was born June 10, 1928 in Vrontero, Macedonia, Greece. After
surviving World War II as a child, he along with his mother and brother, joined his father in
the United States, settling in Mansfield, OH. His love of his adopted country led him to join
the United States Army. He left the Army under a hardship discharge to take care of his
family when his father's health began to fail. His unfortunate circumstances did not hold
him back, as he always looked at each situation as a learning experience and opportunity.
After positions in manufacturing, insurance sales and a protracted bout with TB in which
he was institutionalized, he attended the Gruen Watchmaking Institute. Graduating in
1956, John, worked for jewelers in Washington Court House and Columbus, including
Rogers Jewelers and Kay Jewelers. He met his wife Evanthea (Eva) Burke (Voulgarakis)
in 1959, and they married in 1960. Settling in Dublin Ohio, they started their lives and
raised their two boys, Nicholas and George. In 1965, they purchased the jewelry store in
Tremont Center, Upper Arlington, and renamed it John N. Proicou Jewelers. John and Eva
worked side by side in the store, creating a following and clientele that made the business
a joy for them both. John's belief was to treat every customer who walked in the door as if
they were the only customer for the day, and that their needs were the only ones that
mattered. It is evident that belief was true, as the store prospered for 27 years, with John
closing shop in 1992. After retiring, he lovingly directed his attention to taking care of Eva
who had been chronically ill with complications from rheumatoid arthritis. He also focused
on being a Papou, doting equally on his grandchildren Vasilios, and Stamatia. During his
care of Eva, he befriended their doctor, Barry M. Friedman, MD at The Ohio State
University Medical Center. The family rightly credited Dr. Friedman with the skilled care
that added 20 years to Eva's life, and in providing expert care and advice to John as well.
To honor Dr. Friedman, it was suggested a fund was needed to benefit medical student
education. In 1999, John provided the seed money to start the Barry M. Friedman Student
Travel Award at Ohio State, providing awards to third and fourth-year medical students to
attend conferences and meetings relating to General Internal Medicine or Geriatrics.
Having lived the farming life in Europe as a youth, John purchased his first farm in
Delaware County in 1968. Rehabbing old farmhouses with his young sons was just

another way for him to strengthen his family. More opportunities for acquiring land
occurred in 1972 and 1976. By this time, he and the family jumped into farming firsthand
with everyone helping with the work. During those times, John, Eva and their employees
kept the jewelry store running. Along the way, he helped shape the future of Delaware
County by attracting attention to the S.R. 36/37 I-71 corridor by forming close relationships
among neighboring landowners, which preceded the development of Bent Tree Golf
Course. In 1989, John sold one farm that became part of the Double Eagle Golf Course.
After Eva passed away in 2006, John fulfilled his dream of living on the farm and moved
into the farmhouse he and his sons redesigned and remodeled. John was involved in
many other activities: the Scottish Rite Freemason and Aladdin Shriners, the Boy Scouts
as active parent and Unit Commissioner, and the parish of the Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Cathedral, where he continued his life's passion working as a jeweler for the
annual Greek Festival. In 2011, due to health complications, he moved into assisted living
at the New Albany Gardens and Care Center. Ever outgoing, John quickly made friends of
both the staff and residents and became known for making delicious Greek inspired
dishes in his apartment. He was thankful and appreciative to the staff for his care. In
talking to the staff, he offered encouragement to their educational aspirations or simply
friendly conversations. Of all his accomplishments, John was most proud of his wonderful
and loving family. John is preceded in death by his father, Nickola, his mother Ourania
(Nuna), and Eva, his wife of 46 years. He is survived by his brother Christos (Barbara), his
son Nicholas (fiancée Debrin), his son George (Stephanie), grandchildren Vasilios and
Stamatia, numerous cousins and nephews. Considering the current public health crisis,
funeral arrangements are limited to immediate family only and are being handled by
Schoedinger Funeral Services and the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Final
interment is in Dublin Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in John's
honor to those organizations he held most dear: The Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Cathedral; The Columbus Academy Annual Fund; and the Barry M. Friedman Student
Travel Award at The Ohio State University, Fund Number: 642326.

Cemetery
Dublin Cemetery
190 Monterey Drive
Dublin, OH, 43016

Comments

“

We were so fortunate to know such a sweet and loving man. Our dear friend George
was in our wedding, and Mr. Proicou sold us both our engagement and wedding
rings over 31 years ago. He always made us feel special. Prayers for his family, may
he rest in peace.

Cathy & Tom Brehm - October 30, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“

I don't even know where to begin. I have such fond memories of Mr. P and spending
every Saturday with him at the jewelry store for years and years. Whenever I see a
can of sardines, I think of him. He taught me the value of hard work and how to deal
with people. He had limitless patience for a kid who'd never had a job before,
especially when it came to her math skills. ;) He offered advice and guidance, but
never judgment, and I honestly liked going to work there each week.
He had such a kind heart, which was evident in the children he raised. He was so
proud of his sons and adored his wife. I always felt like part of the extended Proicou
family (I still need to get the baklava recipe from George) and the Christmas
celebrations are some of my favorite memories.
My heartfelt condolences to the entire family. He will be missed.
Love,
Jodi Rotondo

Jodi Rotondo - October 30, 2020 at 10:46 AM

“

13 files added to the album Memories Album

George Proicou - October 29, 2020 at 07:30 AM

“

I am so sorry and moved to hear of John's passing. My dad, Fred Fiske, and John
were good buddies at The New Albany Gardens and Care Center, living just doors
apart. Until my father's passing, I had the pleasure of eating dinner with my dad and
John almost every evening. I so enjoyed the stories John shared about his life and
his wonderful and much loved wife. His sons were such a source of pride. My
heartfelt condolences are extended to his family, whom I heard so much about. May
his memory be a blessing.
With deepest sympathy and admiration for a wonderful man,
Peggy Fiske Masser

Peggy Fiske Masser - October 28, 2020 at 11:53 AM

“

Dear family and friends of my cousin John,
I have many fond memories of John. His cared for all people, especially his family,
friends, and his two sons that he loved greatly and was so proud of. He had so many
interesting facts about life in the old country and how he and my father took care of
their families and the stories about life in general in the rural community they lived in.
Cousin John was always so positive about life and never had a ill word about
anything or anybody. Before he moved into the care facility, he would call me weekly
to discuss my business and offered advice and direction. He also shared what was
going on in his life and with his two sons.
I will miss him! My sincere condolences to his family and friends. What a great man!
Love to all!
Tom Kotchou

Thomas Kotchou - October 28, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Hi Nick and George - sorry to earn of your fathers passing, he had such a full life and
made differences in so any lives. Your family were such great neighbors- my prayers
are with you. Chris Fehn

chris fehn - October 28, 2020 at 09:07 AM

“

Memory eternal to such an amazing man. My prayers are with you all.

Tammi Ramsey - October 28, 2020 at 07:42 AM

