John E. Murphy
March 7, 1941 - July 8, 2021

John Edward Murphy, whose legal career representing the interests of Ohio's prosecutors
spanned more than four decades, passed away peacefully on Thursday, July 8. He was
80.
Born March 7, 1941, in Olney, MD, to John Edward, Sr. and Ethna Register Murphy, John
was later raised in Parkersburg, W.Va. He graduated from Parkersburg High School in
Parkersburg W.Va., in 1959. John then went on to West Virginia University, where he
graduated in 1963 with a bachelor's degree in economics.
John entered the U.S. Army, serving honorably for four years. He earned the rank of
Captain with postings at Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Karlsruhe, Germany; and Fort Benning,
Georgia.
Following his service, he entered and graduated with a law degree from Capital University
Law School in Columbus, Ohio in 1972.
John began his legal career in the Franklin County (OH) Prosecuting Attorney's office.. But
the majority of his professional career was spent as executive director of the Ohio
Prosecuting Attorneys Association. The organization was founded in 1937 to represent the
interests of and provide professional development to Ohio's 88 elected county
prosecutors.
John had a passion for the law and the responsibilities of prosecutors. He spoke of these
public servants "who are truly on a quest in the pursuit of justice for all of our citizens."
"Prosecuting attorneys serve as 'ministers of justice' - indeed, they are justice-driven," he
once wrote. "This applies to putting criminals behind bars and making sure the
punishment fits the crime. But their work also entails making sure that people innocently
accused of committing a crime are not ultimately charged or convicted."
John spent 37 years representing the prosecuting group's law-and-order positions before
legislators as they crafted state laws. When he retired in September 2017, the Columbus

Dispatch called him a "statehouse fixture" and he was feted in a celebration in the Ohio
Statehouse Atrium.
In his retirement, John never strayed too far from his beloved Columbus, enjoying golf
games with buddies and frequent trips to the Tremont Library in Upper Arlington.
John is survived by a daughter, Catherine Murphy (John Nagy), of West End, N.C. and
sister, Mary Ann Shaw (Jerry) of Parkersburg, W.Va. He was preceded in death by his
parents; a sister, Joan Marks (Walter); and his son, Michael Sean Murphy, formerly of
Pinehurst.
The family offers appreciation to the staff of Ohio Health Hospice and Riverside Methodist
Hospital, who all provided compassionate care.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Rita School for the Deaf in Cincinnati,
Ohio, or the Salvation Army Central Ohio Area.

Comments

“

"John was a brilliant statesman for the OPAA who deftly worked toward a consensus
between competing interests in our organization. It was an honor to know him." Mike
Gmoser, Butler County, Ohio Prosecutor

Michael T. Gmoser - July 16 at 02:42 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the friends and family of John Murphy. I first met
John in 1995 during the time I served as an Assistant Attorney General for the state
of Ohio. Later, when I entered private practice, he invited me to speak at the OPAA
summer CLE series, which I did on several occasions. He introduced me to some of
Ohio's best elected county Prosecutors and, because of John's friendship to me, I
have had the honor and privilege to serve as special counsel to several county
prosecutors in Ohio. John Murphy was a great friend and mentor and I will miss him.
Frank J. Reed, Jr.

Frank Reed, Jr. - July 16 at 11:01 AM

“

With sincere condolences to the Murphy family, I will be forever grateful to John at
the helm of OPAA for all of the assistance rendered to me and my colleagues at the
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office over the past few decades. John was the
consummate professional and a leader we all relied on for his patient, sage advice
and direction. Invariably, when in a quandary, our conversations ended with, "Let's
call Murphy!" OPAA is certainly carrying on your exemplary work, John, but you, my
friend and mentor, are quite missed.
Lisa Reitz Williamson

Lisa R. Williamson - July 13 at 03:50 PM

“

As Wood County Prosecuting Attorney, I was honored to know John and privileged to
be the president of OPAA during his last year as director. Over the years of knowing
John, he taught me a great deal about statesmanship and the value of picking battles
to fight. John saw the importance in the voice of every single prosecutor, from big
counties and small, loud or quiet, young or, shall we say, more mature. At the same
time, he had no problem telling an OPAA legislative or executive committee that the
position they wanted to take "just wasn't gonna fly." During the process of finding his
successor, John's concerns were always for the integrity and reputation of the
organization, and he made sure I knew it.
I was honored to call John a friend. I truly hope he enjoyed his too few years of
retirement. My condolences to his family on their loss.

Paul Dobson - July 13 at 01:03 PM

“

John was an asset to me and others while working on issues in the House of
Representatives. He assisted me in getting bills passed the finish line into law to
protect all Ohioans. I appreciated his honesty and strategy on navigating the
process. My sympathy to his family and close friends and forever thank him for his
professionalism and wisdom.

Marlene Anielski - July 13 at 08:19 AM

“

I got the pleasure of getting to know John when we worked together on issues in the
Ohio Senate. I always appreciated his insights and judgment, plus his occasional wry
smile to let me know that he was "in on the joke" as we used to say at the
Statehouse. John was a gentleman and a true professional. My condolences to his
family.

Mark Wagoner - July 12 at 08:38 PM

“

I was the Morgan County Prosecuting Attorney from 1981-2000 and the Chief
Assistant in Athens County 20001-20006. John was superb in representing our
interests. I also enjoyed several rounds of golf with him. He is missed.

Richard Ross - July 12 at 06:16 PM

“

I met John at the Statehouse in 2015 when we both testified on a bill to increase
penalties for hit & run drivers. I represent Ohio Bicycle Federation in our sympathy to
his family and friends for his loss. He was knowledgeable and helpful to us in
understanding laws and their effectiveness.

Patricia Kovacs - July 12 at 06:05 PM

“

I worked with John for nearly 30 years and knew him for 50 years. He was a fine trial
lawyer and an outstanding Executive Director of O.P.A.A. He was also a great father
who was devoted to his children. My sympathy to his family. S. Michael Miller

Stephen Michael Miller - July 12 at 10:46 AM

“

My name is Dan Lutz and I am the current president of the Ohio Prosecuting
Attorneys Association (OPAA). Up until just a couple years ago, John Murphy
oversaw the OPAA as its executive director, a position in which he proudly served for
several decades. My relationship with John during the several years we served
together with the Association were personally and professionally enhancing for me.
John had outstanding character and was a role model for leadership
excellence.John's passion for justice, his impeccable integrity, and his outstanding
legal judgment has left an enduring legacy in the State of Ohio. His impact on Ohio's
criminal justice system through his decades-long influence upon many Ohio
legislators cannot be overestimated. Godspeed to you John Murphy.

Dan Lutz - July 12 at 10:19 AM

“

The Muskingum County Prosecutor's office expresses our deepest sympathies.

Ron - July 12 at 10:00 AM

“

John was a true leader and consummate professional. He was the Director, and only
Director, for most of my career; from my early days as a Juvenile Division Assistant to my
current position as the elected Prosecuting Attorney for Richland County. He is missed
greatly and will always be remembered. Our condolences to his family from all of us at the
Richland County Prosecutor's Office.
Gary D. Bishop
Gary D. Bishop - July 13 at 02:39 PM

