John Douglas "Jack" Fitch
September 16, 1996 - October 12, 2019

John Douglas "Jack" Fitch of Columbus died on October 12, 2019 in a tragic car crash in
Athens County, Ohio. Jack's picture will forever hang on the wall at the Grant Trauma
Center as a hero who chose to give the gift of life to others by organ donation. Jack's gift
has already saved patients who were waiting for life saving organ donations. Jack was
born in Columbus, grew up in Bexley, and, in 2016, graduated from Worthington Kilbourne
High School and the Delaware Area Career Center (DACC). Jack completed the Equine
Science Program at the DACC. For two summers during high school, Jack worked at the
Ohio Wildlife Center. Thereafter, Jack worked as a farm hand and horse handler at Ben's
Happy Trails in Southern Ohio. Jack started Hocking College fall 2018 and was in his
second year of studies. Jack was part of the Hocking College Archery Team. Jack took
classes through the Canine and Equine Science program plus the Adventure Travel
program. Last summer, Jack worked for Columbus Parks and Recreation at Scioto Mile.
Jack is survived by his parents, Glori Fitch and John K. Fitch; his devoted brother, Charles
L. Fitch; his grandmother, Sharon Hendershot and his service dog, Koda as well as many
aunts, uncles, cousins, friends and fellow students at Hocking College. Words cannot
describe how much Jack's family loved him. Jack was an outdoorsman, an adventurer, a
cowboy and city boy, a kind, loyal, loving and hard-working young man who brought a
smile to the face of everyone he met. The family would like to express their gratitude to
the nurses, doctors and staff of the ICU unit at Grant Hospital for their kind care of Jack
and support of the family in dealing with his loss. A memorial service will be held at
SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Rd, Upper Arlington on Sunday,
October 20th at 1:00 pm. followed by visitation from 2 p.m. to 4:00 pm. A celebration of life
will be held November 2nd, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Jeffrey Mansion in Bexley. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Lifeline of Ohio,
www.lifelineofohio.org To sign Jack's online guestbook or to share a special memory,
please visit www.schoedinger.com.

Events
OCT
20

Memorial Service

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

OCT
20

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Schoedinger Funeral Service - October 17 at 05:47 PM

“
“
“

A wonderful tribute !!
kevin Boyd - October 18 at 10:16 AM

He was a beautiful boy. Such a tragedy.
Kristin - October 18 at 06:03 PM

Oh Glori and John, my heart is with you both. My family will always remember him fondly.
Keiser has so many wonderful memories of Jack and his adventures with your family.
Kim - October 18 at 11:53 PM

“

“

A great video of a great life! Jack was truly larger than life!!
Bill Geary - October 20 at 09:32 AM

I knew Jack from the time he attended Maryland Elementary School in Bexley. He
was a sweet boy then and he obviously grew into a caring adult. I am sorry for the
family's loss. He was just on the cusp of adulthood and making his way in life
pursuing a career that meant a lot to him. He had such a supportive family. I am
happy that he achieved all he did in such a short life. The main thing is that he was
happy and had the love of his family. Kathy Behrens, retired Speech-Language
Pathologist, Bexley City Schools

Kathy behrens - October 24 at 10:22 AM

“

Jack,
I am so glad I had the chance to meet you and Koda. You were a great student,
always did your best and never gave up on anything until you got it right. You had a
way about you I will never forget. You will be missed and I will remember you always.
My heart goes out to your family and there loss of such a wonderful young man with
a big heart.
Ms. Cynthia

Cynthia Conner - October 20 at 06:19 PM

“

Laura Barna lit a candle in memory of John Douglas "Jack" Fitch

Laura Barna - October 20 at 02:12 PM

“

My heart is with you John and Glori. I love you both so much. <3

Rachel Wolfe - October 20 at 11:28 AM

“

Dear Jack,
You weren't well balanced at first. The sea kayak kept giving way to the wind and
waves. I thought you were frustrated and had enough capsizing, being tossed and
tipped multiple times into the intracoastal waters. When we went ashore I checked in
with you and you were agasp at my idea to take a rest. "I can do this", you said. "It's
just different -- I got this," you said --not at all interested in giving up. I knew then
you'd be fine getting to Bear Island with the group.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Misha, Emily, and I had opened up an interesting conversation about others'
perceptions of us and aspects of our identities. We had been talking twenty minutes
or so -- when you came up to the front of the van to listen. I will never be able to
quote exactly what you said in that moment, but I will remember the sentiment and
hold it in my heart forever. My new Eco students having such an important and
vulnerable talk. 'Why do people see me in this way?' Why have they acted on
misinformed perceptions? In what ways have those occurrences stolen from us?' ......
And you -- Jack -- our new friend. Our gentle, perceptive and kind city cowboy .. you
said: People will hurt you. People can be mean. And sometimes they don't know
what they're doing. So, you have to stand up for yourself even if no one else does.
And you have to tell them what's right.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You shook my hand the last time we saw one another. You were gracious and polite.
You thanked me for working with you individually.
And now it's my turn to thank you, Jack. Thank you for reminding me to say yes -and that there is almost always a way through or around any challenge. Thank you
for helping me keep compassion a part of teaching. And thank you for being such a
good dude.
Lifting you up.
Your Instructor and Friend,
Scott Kreps
Scott Kreps - October 20 at 09:56 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of John Douglas "Jack" Fitch.

October 20 at 01:14 AM

“

Hocking College will always consider Jack a part of our campus community. We will
miss him dearly. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Jacqueline Hagerott, Vice President, Student Affairs

Jacqueline Hagerott - October 19 at 07:29 PM

“

Such a tragedy. My heart breaks for your family. Jack was such a kind and loving
young man. He always had a smile and enjoyed life. He will be missed by the
Sheldon family.

Gaynel sheldon - October 19 at 12:48 PM

“

Stella Gimenez purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the family of John
Douglas "Jack" Fitch.

Stella Gimenez - October 18 at 10:36 PM

“

Bountiful Rose Basket was purchased for the family of John Douglas "Jack" Fitch.

October 18 at 10:25 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of John Douglas "Jack"
Fitch.

October 18 at 05:48 PM

“

Glori - I am saddened to hear of the loss of your Son. Heartbreaking...You and your
family are in my thoughts and prayers during this incredibly difficult time. Theresa
Fagan Smith

Theresa Fagan Smith - October 18 at 02:21 PM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of your son. I am a teacher and had the opportunity to work
with Jack for just a few months in the winter of 2014. Jack was one of the most
interesting people I have ever met. He thought deeply and felt deeply about the world
and his place in it. His connection with animals was a joyful thing to observe. No one

who knew Jack will ever forget him.
Pam Norman - October 18 at 01:48 PM

“

Glori - I am so very sorry for your loss. It seems like yesterday that "John John" was
this little blonde boy running around the office. I just wanted you to know that I am
thinking of you and your family.
Beth Murphy

Beth Murphy - October 17 at 03:23 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Jack as one of his teachers at Worthington
Kilbourne HS. He was kind to others, eager to learn, and passionate about what he
loved. He will be greatly missed and he knows he will always be part of our PACK of
Wolves at WKHS!!

brian morlan - October 16 at 11:16 PM

“

I had the pleasure to know Jack for the last 9 years. He was one of the few people
always there for me through the good and through the bad. He never judged me and
always listened to my problems. He was so selfless, and just wanted everyone
around him to be happy. He was one of my best buddies. He truly felt like a baby
brother to me. We shared so many memories, too many to write here, but one thing I
will write was that he was just an amazing individual. He affected so many peoples
lives. There won’t be a day that goes by where I won’t think of him. Glori, John,
Charles, my deepest condolences to you. <3

Bailey Breese - October 16 at 11:03 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Jack at WKHS & at the DACC in the Equine
Program. I will always remember our wonderful conversations about horses, dogs,
family & his compassion for others. He was always the first to stand up for someone
& was a great friend to many. He loved his family & spoke of them often. He made
his classmates laugh & was so great with the horses. My deepest condolences to the
entire family. Rest in the assurance of God's promise that we will meet again.... and
what a wonderful day that will be. My Deepest Condolences, Anna Foulk

Anna Foulk - October 16 at 07:57 PM

“

Jonathan Mester, Dana Paris, and Nurenberg Paris purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of John Douglas "Jack" Fitch.

Jonathan Mester, Dana Paris, and Nurenberg Paris - October 16 at 03:38 PM

