John " Monk" Clifford
December 30, 1935 - May 3, 2019

John "Monk" Clifford, age 83, passed away May 3, 2019 in Columbus, Ohio. He was born
on December 30, 1935 in Columbus, Ohio to the late George and Annabelle Clifford.
Monk graduated from St. Charles Preparatory in 1954. He enjoyed being an assistant
football coach at St. Charles and teaching at Hartley High School, where he also coached
football. He attended The Ohio State University and graduated in 1964 with a D.D.S.
degree. He practiced in the Forest Park area before moving his practice to Upper
Arlington.
Monk's mere presence inspired love and affection from his family, friends, grandchildren,
their friends and beyond. There was never an opportunity he'd miss to be with his family,
all of whom held an incredibly special place in Monk's heart. His charm made you smile,
quick wit made you laugh, and ability to recall any event amazed you. He cherished his
time being with good friends and was a long time member of Scioto Country Club. Special
memories abound with all who knew him and his eternal presence will be with all those
who loved him.
Monk will be dearly missed by his wife Anne A. Clifford and their children John W. Clifford,
Jr. and Cristin C. Sturtz, son-in-law Craig Sturtz, sister Patricia A. Clifford, brother-in-law
John W. Allen and his beloved grandchildren Erin E. Sturtz and Kara A. Sturtz, who
affectionately called him Poppy, as did all of their friends.

Family will receive friends from 3-6 P.M. Wednesday, May 8, 2019 at SCHOEDINGER
NORTHWEST CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Rd. Memorial Mass will be held at 10 A.M.
Thursday, May 9, 2019 at St. Patrick Catholic Church, 280 N. Grant Ave.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Monk's memory to the charity of
your choice.

Events
MAY
8

Visitation

03:00PM - 06:00PM

Schoedinger Northwest Chapel
1740 Zollinger Road, Columbus, OH, US, 43221

MAY
9

Memorial Mass

10:00AM

St. Patrick Catholic Church
280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus, OH, US, 43215

Comments

“

Dear Anne, Cris and Johnny;
We are so sorry to hear of Monk's passing. We had many great memories back in
the day! From babysitting jobs, neighborhood parties and one prank from three
neighborhood girls that pinned Monk's horn in the driveway! This was before we all
locked the car doors. Boy, was Monk mad!! We lived in a great neighborhood during
the late 60's thru 2015.
Your husband and dad will always be with you!
Again, so sorry for your loss;
The Neff Family

Connie Neff Weiser - May 20 at 11:39 AM

“

Dear Clifford Family:
Dr. Clifford hired me as the office errand boy when I was 14 years old and we quickly
became great friends. He always joked with and teased me but also was a great
mentor. In later years I would see him at Scioto CC and we would catch up.
May memories of happy times be a comfort in your time of loss,
A.J. Bell

A J Bell - May 09 at 12:21 PM

“

Dear Ann & Family:
Jean and I are so sorry for your loss. Monk and I had great fun over the years
bowling, drinking beer and laughing ! He had nicknames for most everyone and
called me "Spinner" and always had a quick wit.
Condolences,
Al Bell

Jean Bell - May 09 at 12:17 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of this, and send our thoughts and prayers to Anne and
family. Jerry and Debbie Sayre, Scottsdale, Az.

Jerry Sayre - May 08 at 01:01 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 08 at 10:08 AM

“

Have not seen Monk and Annie in many years. but remember the times at OSU
fondly.
RIP, Monk..you were one of a kind..
Ann Wollett Snyder
Upper Arlington

Ann Snyder - May 08 at 01:30 AM

“

It is still very hard for me to believe that Monk is gone. My brain says its so but my
heart wont accept it. Every day at the club I would say “ Hello Monk” the same way
Seinfeld would greet Neumann the postman. Monk would always smile. Over the
years we became very close friends. It was a friendship based on trust. You could tell
Monk anything. Never judged never complained. Monk was always willing to take the
load off your shoulder and equally reluctant to share his. He guarded his illness very
carefully. He didn’t want his friends to feel bad. He was brave in the face of this
diagnosis and never asked “why me” In the end Monk was grateful for the life he had.
He loved Annie and all his family, they were a source of tremendous joy. His friends
at the bar were a significant part of his life. He longed for day’s daily banter. He took
heat and he dished it out with equal measure. He was always on the lookout for a
sure thing. So sure in fact that his constant offer of one large became a reflex. I will
miss his friendship with Mr. John Daniels. He always seemed to get smarter after
they talked. Tim would only let him get so smart. Life at club will go on. It is a flowing
river that none of us can stop. But I must admit there will be one bend that will never
be the same regardless of who sits there. I will always remember the smile, the
laugh, the hug and the friendship. Monk you were a kind and gentle man. You made
the world a better place and were are all the richer for having known you. Jerry

jerry jurgensen - May 07 at 06:38 PM

“

I worked for Dr. John Clifford in the early 70’s at his office in Forest Park. I was working as
a Dental Assistant to earn enough money to go to OSU. He hired me because I was a
Certified Dental Assistant and could make him laugh out loud.
I remember him listening to John Dean testifying on the radio during the Watergate
hearings. He liked that I despised Tricky Dick Nixon. He and I loved talking politics. We had
to be careful because some of our patients were Nixon fans.
I remembered that one day he was having a difficult time doing a build up of an amalgam
filling for an eventual crown prep. When he got done he took his explorer and carved JC on
the restoration. I asked him if he was carving his initials. He laughed and said, “It stands for
Jesus Christ’” because he prayed that the filling would last for the crown prep!
He was so funny. He hated my boyfriend and told me to dump him daily. He was correct in
his fatherly advice I must say.
He was a great husband, father, employer and Dentist.
We were both catholic, so lots of talk about our Catholic educations.
I graduated from Bishop Watterson and greatly encouraged me to continue my education at
OSU, which I did follow through on and received my Bachelors degree in Education Parks
& Recreation Administration with a minor in Political Science.
He used to take the office out to dinner on special occasions and introduced us to
Manhattans.
Dr. Clifford loved his wife, his two children and the Buckeyes. One day he invited me over
so I could meet his neighbor, Woody Hayes!
What a treat!
He had many friends who he introduced to the girls in the office. I remember Bob Connors
best because he was a local personality. Also Charlie Mental.
He had a heart of gold.
RIP Dr Clifford, you were my favorite all time Boss! I always smile when I think about you
and all of the fun times working for you.
Barb Cody Burkholder
Barbara Burkholder - May 07 at 10:40 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 07 at 04:20 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 07 at 02:33 PM

“

Monk may be gone but he will never be forgotten. He lit up a room when he entered.
He was loving and caring to all.

Laurence Sturtz - May 07 at 02:03 PM

“

Glorious Grace Bouquet was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 07 at 12:41 PM

“

I’ll always remember Monk and the wonderful spring break vacations we enjoyed
together in Siesta Key in the 70s/80s. It was hard to tell if the parents or kids were
more ornery, and Monk was usually knew-deep in the hijinks. He loved life, loved his
friends, and was especially proud of his family. His spirit will endure, that’s for sure.

Matt Markwood - May 07 at 10:41 AM

“

The Stag Room will not be the same without Monk. He was not one to make a wager
but when he did, he would say: "I will put a LARGE ONE on that", meaning $1.00. He
will be missed and remembered forever.
Dave Hammond

Dave Hammond - May 07 at 10:10 AM

“

John always had a kind word and big heart whenever our family would run into him.
He will be missed.
Phil and Betsy Higginbotham

Phil Higginbotham - May 07 at 10:09 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 07 at 08:51 AM

“

Monk was a great football coach..He helped us all get through those hard years in
high school ..The world will miss Monk ..Jim Ryan & Family..

Jim Ryan - May 07 at 08:22 AM

“

Dr. Clifford was my dentist from five years old (in Forest Park) to about 45 years old
because I moved too far away from his office in Arlington. He was always so upbeat
and made me feel like family. My favorite memory of him is when the song "Julie Do
Ya Love Me" (Bobby Sherman) was released in 1970, every time I went to see him,
he would sing the song to me. Of course, I groaned but loved it all the same. He was
a wonderful man and I think about him often.
My thoughts and prayers go out to his family.
Julie Krouse

Julie Krouse - May 07 at 08:18 AM

“

Monk was a caring and genuine person who possessed a positive and upbeat
attitude toward everyone he knew. His passing leaves a void in the hearts of all who
were fortunate enough to have been his friend.
Ann and her family are in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Patty and Rick Weisheimer
Rick Weisheimer - May 06 at 07:55 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of John " Monk" Clifford.

May 06 at 06:43 PM

“

Monk was one of those rare individuals who truly cared for others and always looked
on the bright side of life. He inspired, consoled and was always true to his word. He
was a wonderful friend who will be dearly missed, but his spirit lives on.

Don Gardiner - May 06 at 03:52 PM

“

Monk was one of the most kind and caring people I’ve ever met. His friendship has
meant, and will always mean, so much to me. Thank you for all of the memories!
Heaven got a good one. We’ll miss you, Monk!

TJ Imm - May 06 at 01:45 PM

“
“

Doc / was one of a kind. Just a great person . Thanks monk for all your help / JOE P.
j.f.Polvino - May 06 at 03:52 PM

My brother, Don DeShetler, enjoyed Monk so much. Nothing better than those old St.
Charles friendships. Thanks , Monk , for being a friend to Don. God Bless!
Judy Davis (DeShetler)
Judy Davis - May 07 at 08:17 PM

