Jenny Lou Craig Renkert
June 14, 1928 - November 9, 2020

Jenny Lou Craig Renkert passed on, peacefully, in her home in The Chelsea, Columbus
OH, on November 9, 2020. She was predeceased by her beloved husband, George, and
her devoted son-in-law, Ed Wheaton. She is survived by her children Craig (Barb) Renkert
of Bend, OR, and Cathy Wheaton, Columbus; as well as loving grandchildren: Rob
(Jennie Baker) Wheaton, Jenny (Trevor) Hanhilammi, Amy (Dan) Zeitler, Kate (Mark)
Troyer, Jeffrey Nygren and Danny Nygren. Some of the brightest lights in her life were her
eight great-grandchildren: Danny and Penny Wheaton; Adam and Allison Hanhilammi;
Daniel and Arden Zeitler; Harold and Louise Troyer. Jenny Lou loved and valued her
relationships with extended family as well.
Her life was focused on being with family and friends. In addition, philanthropy was near
and dear to her heart. She was still active in many organizations including P.E.O. (BX),
FCC Guild X, Cancer Ray, Twig, Tri Delta (Miami University) and Buckeye Boys Ranch, to
name a few. She also enjoyed being involved in the Upper Arlington community, her home
for 64 years.
Jenny Lou and George found their world-wide travels to be a great joy, but their mostfavored "hideaway" was Naples, Florida.
The very most important thing in her life was her family. She adored her husband,
children, grandchildren and her precious great-grandchildren. The blending of two families
brought the delight of three more grandchildren and two more great-grandchildren, who
shared in her love. Life was good and she was greatly blessed.
Jenny Lou's family would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the staff at The Chelsea,
First Community Village; and, in particular, the hospice care she received over these last
eight months. The care and compassion you provided were invaluable.
Our family has chosen to celebrate Jenny Lou's life privately. The family wishes memorial
contributions to be made to The Upper Arlington Community Foundation, GFR Memorial

Fund, 3600 Tremont Road, Upper Arlington OH 43221.
~~You can remember her and only that she is gone
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on~~

Comments

“

Jenny Lou and George were not only friends of mine but also my parents who were
also graduates of Miami. They were great alumnae and wel all enjoyed cheering
those "Redskins" to victory. Jenny Lou and I were also sorority sisters. So I
remember many wonderful memories.
Jenny Lou was a real lady and a person who drew people to her with her calm
accepting manner. We all are better for having known her.
Mary Jane Overmyer

MaryJane Overmyer - November 20, 2020 at 12:47 PM

“

Jenny Lou and George were friends through a First Community Church Couple's
Circle and they were Florida buddies. Jenny Lou was also a P.E.O sister who
devoted time and talent to our scholarship fund raising. I know that Jenny Lou's
family will have many reminders of her love and devotion. Jenny Lou was a special
lady and I was fortunate to call her a friend. Lovingly, Dottie Seibert

Dottie Seibert - November 19, 2020 at 03:45 PM

“

As a classmate who enjoyed our U.A. reunion catch up conversations, I wanted to
extend my condolences to you, Craig & Barb, as well as Cathy and all the family. It is
a bittersweet time of loss and wonderful memories! I know my mother (Jo Kennedy)
thought the world of Jenny Lou, commenting many times what a wonderfully kind and
gracious woman she was. I will keep your family in my prayers, asking that you find
strength and joy in the midst of the grief as you navigate through the days and weeks
ahead.
Kristen Kennedy

Kristen Kennedy - November 18, 2020 at 12:55 PM

“

Jenny Lou worked at the Trading Post with me for several seasons. We also worked
together at the First Community garage sale and on other projects. She was always
such a delight and she is missed. Her smile will live on in my memory. - Rebecca
Wolfe, former director of Tri-VIllage Trading Post.

Rebecca Wolfe - November 18, 2020 at 08:45 AM

“

Jenny Lou - the very definition of a Classic Lady. It was a blessing to have known
her!
Best to all the family.
Nelson (and Emmy) French

Nelson French - November 17, 2020 at 11:18 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Renkert family. What a shining example of marriage
George and Jenny Lou were to many of us. I have never encountered nicer or more
generous people. I am very grateful they are now reunited in heaven. Thank you for
making the world a kinder and gentler place for so many years Jenny Lou. Rest in
peace. John Burtch

John Burtch - November 17, 2020 at 12:36 PM

“

The beauty of your mother’s maturing face were the lines of character that gave it
grace.
The beauty of her inner self was the kindness within and the kind things she did.
The beauty of her home, her place, were her welcoming words and her warm
embrace.
And the beauty of being her neighbour and friend?
We were delightfully on the receiving end.
Sending condolences to you for having to bear witness to her pain and appreciation
to your mother, Jenny Lou, for sharing with us a life well lived.
Affectionately, Peter and Maggie Connor

Maggie & Peter Connor - November 15, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

Having known Jenny Lou for over 50 years I will really miss her in Columbus and
Naples. Was backyard neighbor. Got to see her kids grow up, got to know her
parents and her wonderful husband. They got to see a hole in one. Lots of bridge.
Garage sale. Could go on and on. Love to all her great family. I have a big tear in my
eye. Eloise

Eloise Hays - November 15, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Cathy, this is Anne Johnson (Cooper) from oh so long ago. I am so sorry to learn of
your mother's passing. She was a grand lady and I fondly remember wonderful New
Year's Day football celebrations at their home. And so many other memories. We had
such fun back then. Please know you and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers. Take care and God Bless.
Love,
Anne

Anne Johnson - November 15, 2020 at 03:10 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Jenny @ OhioHealth Hospice where she was a
Volunteer at Kobacker House. She treated all patients, families & visitors with
comfort, dignity and compassion.
Jenny loved her family & the The Ohio State Buckeyes and shared many stories
about both.
Thank you for making a difference in this world Jenny.
Linda Hanson

Linda Hanson - November 15, 2020 at 12:58 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Jenny Lou Craig Renkert.

November 15, 2020 at 09:39 AM

“

Kathy and Craig please know your mother was one of the most loved ladies as her
gracious manner followed her through so many experiences. I recall her telling me
she was anxious to get west to see Craig and Barb and their new abode. She really
enjoyed all your western activities. and Kathy what a joy she had with you and her
grandchildren as she told of so many fun adventures. I had the pleasure of Craig as
his teacher in kindergarten and Kathy a friend of my daughter Jayne Miles. We
enjoyed all the charity groups when we were members. If she said she would do
whatever it was, she really did it, whatever it was. She is missed already but know
she is living with Him in His House in Peace and may you find the same peace on
earth.
DeVere and Nancy [Miles] Johnson

Nancy Johnson - November 13, 2020 at 12:57 PM

“

The world has lost a lady who lived her life with grace and humility I knew Jenny Lou
as a Tri Delta, community volunteer, bridge player and winter friend in Naples She
always wore a smile. I was sad to learn she had cancer, but happy to know she lived
a full life with love from George and their family In addition she enjoyed fun times
with many many friends. I am grateful I too was a friend. May God’s blessings travel
with Jenny Lou on her new journey with Him. Jeanne Schoedinger.

jeanne schoedinger - November 13, 2020 at 08:46 AM

“

What a wonderful life and lady! Jenny Lou always greeted everyone with a smile,
shared her love of life, and spread love. She made a difference and will be missed.
Cathy, Craig, Barb, and all... you are in our thoughts and prayers. Love, Lynne &
Larry Hutchinson

Lynne & Larry Hutchinson - November 13, 2020 at 07:06 AM

“

Jenny Lou was such a light in my life when we served together on the First
Community Church Membership Committee. I enjoyed sharing life stories with her,
and her positive spirit made people around her feel so much joy. I feel honored to
have known such a kind, generous, lovely person in Jenny Lou. She will be very
missed.

Annie Stair - November 13, 2020 at 06:39 AM

